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of Our Redeemer Lutheran Church

A Message from Pastor Karsten: We are one of a larger family
Our Redeemer is one congregation in a wider connection to a Synod, a national
church, and a global church. While much of what we do and see and even think
about centers around our individual life as a congregation, it is helpful to be
reminded of the larger family we are part of.
We talk regularly about the East Side Lutheran partners with whom we share our
intern (Per) and other endeavors. Our Redeemer is also one of 120 other Lutheran
churches in the greater St Paul area that make up the St. Paul Area Synod (SPAS) –
representatives from these congregation met in mid May and there is a recap of that event a Synod
news later. We are one of 65 Synods that make up the ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America) across the US. And then this ELCA connects with other Lutheran bodies and ministries
across the world.
So while we are one, we are a part of something much bigger and that is helpful for our collective voice
on issues and concerns of justice and compassion. We are able to have a deeper response as a
collective body on our hunger relief and immigration work. We are able to have resources that equip
leaders and schools that prepare pastors/deacons, along with tools and staff to help congregations. So
while we don’t always see or know it, we (Our Redeemer) are a part of something bigger than
ourselves – and that is good.

Synod Assembly recap from Judy Koza - The St. Paul Area Synod Assembly was held in person at St.
Andrew's Lutheran Church in Mahtomedi, a nice change after being forced to have it only online for the
past two years because of Covid. Masks were required at this event. The assembly was all day on
Friday, May 13, and half day on May 14. There were 264 voting members from the 120 area
congregations, plus non-voting members like the musicians, pianist, and a medical person. Pastor
Karsten Nelson, Julie Peterson, and Judy Koza were the three representatives from Our Redeemer
Lutheran Church.

Before the synod assembly started, and during breaks and at lunch, the participants could view the 21
display tables featuring various organizations and causes and receive additional hand-out information
and give-aways. A box lunch was provided for all on Friday and a 15 minute cupcake break was a nice
treat on Saturday.
Indigenous Native Americans provided drumming during the opening to pay tribute to those who lived
and worked this land before us, and to recognize ways the church harmed their communities by forcing
the children into schools, where many children died. The Friday morning session continued with a full
worship service and Holy Communion. We then dove into the details and video lifting up the special
appeal from the Synod called ‘Planting Hope’ (we will hear more about this in the coming months).

(continued on next page)

Intern Per’s “Per”agraph: Greetings Collaborators!
When I last wrote to you, I was full of anticipation for the coming of Spring. Little did I
know that I would miss a fair amount of its early blooming due to a long avoided, though
probably inevitable, case of COVID! Thankfully I was able to isolate and keep it away from
Emily and the kids and am now feeling back to normal.
It has always seemed to me that because of the long winters we have to endure in
Minnesota, somehow every spring is miraculous surprise! It’s almost as though, every
year we resign ourselves to a life of cold and snow only to be shocked by the arrival of
every tulip and blessing of the warm sunshine. As you can imagine, spring’s bounty came
as even more of a shock as I made my slow way out of isolation and found our garden already filling up
and our trees almost totally leafy!
It is a rich time of joyful transition as we move into the long days of summer. Starting this month, you
may see me more often than usual as I begin to cover for the pastors as they take some much-needed
time away. I’ll be doing a little more preaching and a little more worship leading. You’ll probably even
find me hanging around during the week, too! I’m excited to spend a little more time with each of you as
we move through the summer months ahead! So if you see me, stop and sit a while! Say hello! Tell me
your summer plans! Share with me the many ways God’s beautiful creation is bringing you joy!

~Per,

the Intern

New Shared Intern—Becky Sliva
We received notice that we will be getting another intern again who will be sharing time with Grace,
Hope, Arlington Hills and Our Redeemer. Becky Sliva is her name, and she will begin the last week of
August, when Per will be ending his internship. She comes with a lot of church experience and exposure,
currently serving on staff at Gethsemane Lutheran in Maplewood. A deeper introduction to her will come
in our next newsletter. Keep her and Per in your prayers for their continued preparation for fuller ministry
within the Lutheran church.

Synod Assembly Recap - continued from front page
The first keynote speaker was Dr. Amy Marga who is a Professor of
Systematic Theology at Luther Seminary. Her excellent presentation was
entitled, "Eight Things You Need to Know About God and Children.” The
next keynote speaker, Marcus Pope, spoke on Saturday morning. He is
the president of Youthprise, a non-profit organization based in Minneapolis
that works to increase learning, leadership and economic opportunities
and safety in community for Minnesota’s disadvantaged youth. His also
excellent presentation was entitled, “Eight Things You Need to Know
About Young People in the East Metro.”
On Saturday morning, May 14, Alexis Oberdorfer (the Chief Officer of Community Engagement and
Partnerships for Lutheran Social Service (LSS) of Minnesota) had presented about a new East Side
Synod investment in expanding a special preschool for children facing trauma. Later she and Bishop
Patricia Lull participated in a very insightful panel discussion with the Rev. Dr. Amy Marga and Marcus
Pope about how we best care for all of our children.
The rest of Saturday morning was voting on resolutions, memorials,
updates to the Constitution, approving reports, and adoption of a
proposed 2023 budget. There also was the presentation of the LSS
Servant of Christ Award given to Gustavus Adolphus Lutheran Church,
our neighboring church just across Lake Phalen, for their outstanding
work with food shelves and food distribution to needy people. What a
delight it was to represent Our Redeemer and see the ways we are
tied together as the wider church.

In-person & livestreaming services every Sunday at 10:00 a.m.
http://bit.ly/ORLCMNyoutube

June Worship Services—Scriptures &
Lectors

Date

Scriptures

Lectors

5
12
19
26

To be
announced in
weekly bulletins

Holly Forsberg
Dianne Derks
Jane Koza
Jessica Morgan

If you wish to be a part of our services (lector,
technology, musically, faith-sharing),
please contact the office.

Worship News

Technology Livestreaming Issues—We continue to try and work out our process to have every worship
service available live for folks to join us Sunday mornings from home. We’ve had some technology issues
and we apologize for those inconveniences. Should we have problems with going live in the future, note
that all of the recorded worship services will always be posted later that Sunday or Monday.
Outdoor Worship Services—We will return to having outdoor worship on our west lot area where we have
gathered before. The plan is to be outside the first and third Sundays of the month (June 5 and 19, July 3
and 10, and August 7 and 21). Of course if weather is bad we will move inside. In order to make this
happen we need six volunteers every Sunday morning to help with the setup and preparations (stage,
sound, music, chairs, communion). If we cannot find enough help, the Board has made the decision that
we will need to worship inside. Please look for that signup form on the Welcome Desk.
New Staff - Director of Worship and Music—We are pleased to share the news that our search for a new
Director of Worship and Music has landed on someone we believe will be a good, capable, enjoyable fit
for Our Redeemer. Jeremy Mattson, who currently lives in Pittsburg, will be joining us by the end of
summer, with one trip here in mid-July. He comes with a deep love of the church, a grounded faith, and
the ability to play organ, piano, guitar and a host of other instruments. The hiring team was impressed with
his interview as well as his live audition on Zoom. He is excited to come to a setting where there is a value
and interest in both contemporary and traditional worship. While he currently lives in Pittsburg with his
wife while she finishes her internship to be a pastor in the ELCA, they will be returning to Minnesota for
her final year at Luther Seminary.
Shared Worship Services—Two special shared worship services are being planned with our Eastside
Collaborative churches for this summer. On Sunday, July 24, we will worship together at Battle Creek
Park (SE of #94 and McKnight) at 10:00 a.m. with a meal to follow. On Sunday, August 21, we will join
together at Lake Phalen Amphitheater and Pavilion (middle/west side of the lake) for worship at 10:00
a.m. with another shared picnic meal and games.
Bach Music – Grace Lutheran Church is coordinating an afternoon of Bach music on Sunday, July 17,
with a special joint choir and the marvelous sounds from his majestic music. This will take place at 3:00
p.m. Grace Lutheran is located just NW of #94 and White Bear Avenue at 1730 Old Hudson Road.

Semi- Annual Congregational Meeting

Please plan to join us for our semi-annual meeting on Sunday, June 26, following
worship. We will hold this meeting in the sanctuary and hear updates on our financial
status, talk over news around Community Sharing and a new Worship and Music
Director, as well as address any questions from the congregation.

Share Your Faith!

The Our Redeemer Congregational Growth Team
is seeking individuals who wishes to share a faith
story for us to publish in our monthly newsletters.
We asked Hilary Hinrichs to start us out. We gave
her this this Faith question: Tell about a time when

you were really worried about someone or
something. How did you feel God’s
presence? Hilary responded:

“This past year has been wonderful and challenging. I have felt very blessed with a wonderful husband,
two lovely step children, a warm home, a place to work, and a healthy family. There have also been
times of overwhelming stress, particularly connected to work. In these times it feels like there is not a
light at the end of the tunnel, that things will not get better, and that it is just too much. In the midst of
one of these times, I came to worship on a Sunday. I don’t remember the details of the sermon, or the
lesson, or much about the service, but one song spoke to me. It was the hymn “You Are Mine.” The
last verse is this: “Do not be afraid, I am with you. I have called you each by name. Come and follow
me, I will bring you home; I love you and you are mine.” These words were God speaking to me in that
moment- reminding me that I am not alone. Reminding me that I am loved. Reminding me that I am
known. Those were the words that I needed to hear to reassure me of God’s presence with me in the
midst of the overwhelming stress of the moment. My situation did not change, but I was able to feel
God’s presence in the midst of it and had words to remind myself of God’s presence even when I could
not feel it. I hope you too can be reminded of God’s presence with you in whatever situation you find
yourself: “Do not be afraid, I am with you. I have called you each by name. Come and follow me, I will
bring you home; I love you and you are mine.” -David Haas, “You Are Mine”

Kidewa Fundraiser Appreciation

Many thanks go out to our Missions Team as well as to Pastor Nixon Mwitula for
providing and coordinating our recent fundraiser to help provide money for special
projects with Kidewa and their partner congregations in Tanzania. There were a lot of
people who bid on items purchasing shirts, scarves, keychains, fabrics and a meal at
the Nelson’s. We are pleased to share that over $900 was raised, which will be sent
to our partners. They will use the money to help build walls for a new church and a
small house for one evangelist who leads one of the preaching points and also for
scholarships.
A brief note that just came at the end of May brought greetings from Pastor Felix Kikoti and the people
of Kidewa. He mentioned that they are doing well, but weather has been hard with rain that came very
late in the season and also ended early.

Juneteenth—End to Slavery—A Federal Holiday

Juneteenth (short for “June Nineteenth”) marks the day when
federal troops arrived in Galveston, Texas in 1865 to take control of
the state and ensure that all enslaved people be freed. The troops’
arrival came a full two and a half years after the signing of
the Emancipation Proclamation. Juneteenth honors the end to
slavery in the United States and is considered the longest-running
African American holiday. On June 17, 2021, it officially became a
federal holiday.

COVID Care Guidelines—UPDATE

Our Redeemer COVID Protocols - The COVID Tracking Metric chosen by MN Department of
Health and used by Our Redeemer is the 'Daily new cases'. Based on that number, we will
take different measures on Sundays when we gather and also utilize those measures during
the week. You can check the information yourself at: https://covidactnow.org/us/minnesotamn/county/ramsey_county/?s=32682088. We will post the number/color on Sunday mornings
at the entrances. The four colors/ranges will be: Green - Contained, Blue - Caution,
Orange - Concern, Red - Restrictions.

Our Redeemer COVID Practices:

<1
Containment - No restrictions
1-10
Caution - Personal choice for masks, coffee hour and rolls okay
>10-25 Concern - Required masks, no coffee served, rolls “to-go” only,
outdoor service allowed with coffee and rolls
>25-75 Restrictions - Required masks, no coffee served, rolls “to-go” only,
social distancing required (separate pews); outdoor service allowed
with coffee and rolls

Ways to Give to Our Redeemer
Giving of Your Offerings
Mail your offering/envelope to the ORLC office:
1390 Larpenteur Ave E, St. Paul MN 55109

Drop off your offering/envelope in the locked
mailbox located near our front entrance.
Make an online offering at the link
www.orlcmn.org/ donate, which is also available
on the first page of our website (www.orlcmn.org)
by clicking the “Make Donation” button. Set up an
automatic one-time donation or recurring withdrawals from your financial institution, or by using
a credit card. (NOTE: There is a 2% fee to use a
credit card.)
Text 844-871-2328, enter amount in message line,
send, follow instructions.

Purchasing of Gift Cards
When you purchase gift cards through Our Redeemer’s “Bucks for Our
Building” program, a percentage of your gift card value is given back to
church. They are sold the first Sunday of each month, but you can place
an order anytime by emailing Barb and the office. Barb and Sally will
coordinate your order for pickup and payment. Remember—the more
you buy, the more our church earns! Email Barb at:
bemay1635@gmail.com and Sally at: office@orlcmn.org
Giving of Thrivent Dollars
Are you a Thrivent member? If so, check your Thrivent accounts
regularly for Choice dollars that may have accumulated which can be
designated to Our Redeemer or as you choose. If not, become a
member—contact the office for details.
Ordering through Amazon Smile
If you place orders through the Amazon Smile program, you could
designate ORLC as your charity choice earning dollars here where you
worship. Contact the office for details.
Fundraising

Also, by supporting Our Redeemer’s various fundraisers throughout the
year!

Staff of Our Redeemer
Pastor Karsten Nelson
651-772-2445 x 102
karsten@orlcmn.org
Intern Per Halaas
phalaas001@luthersem.edu
Pastor Nixon Exaud Mwitula
763-329-4421
nmwitula001@luthersem.edu
Amy Lindquist, Music Director
amymlindquist@yahoo.com
Sally Kupferschmidt,
Office Administrator
651-772-2445 x 101
office@orlcmn.org
Jill Rodriguez,
Finance Administrator
651-772-2445 x 101
Jill@orlcmn.org
Jim Vansell, Custodian
651-772-2445

Board Members

Carmen Snaza, President
Dean Ersfeld
Baryogar Johnson
Julie Peterson
Larry Pruden
Michelle Rebholz
Beth Renfors
Deb Spencer
Roy Wong

Contact Information

1390 Larpenteur Avenue East
Saint Paul, MN 55109
651-772-2445
office@orlcmn.org
www.orlcmn.org
facebook.com/orlcmn
Please send us your prayer requests

Vacation Bible School will be here soon!

We are moving our annual Vacation Bible School (VBS) from August to July!
This year’s theme is “Food Truck Party.” Below are some of the details with
more to follow in the weeks ahead:
Dates: Monday, July 18, through Thursday, July 21
Dinner: 5:30 – 6:00 p.m.
Program: 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.
Grade Ages: Preschool – 5th grade
Cost: FREE
Volunteers needed to help: 6th to 12th Graders and Adults
Registration details coming soon! PLEASE pass along the word by inviting family, friends, and neighbors
to join us. If you have questions or are interested in helping, see a member of our Children, Youth &
Family (CYF) team: Carmen, Holly, Jessica, Cherie, Kari or Maria.
June Happenings
13
14
16
26
27
27

Quilting in Fellowship Hall
9:00 AM
Building Crew in the Fellowship Hall
9:30 AM
Knitting & Crocheting in Fireside Room
6:30 PM
Semi-Annual Meeting in Sanctuary
11:00 AM
Quilting in Fellowship Hall
9:00 AM
Dorothy Day Serving
1:00 & 3:30 PM

Bible Study—Every Wednesday at 9:30 a.m. in the Fireside Room
Men’s Bible Study—Every Thursday at 7:30 a.m. (NOTE change in time)
TOPS—Every Monday at 6:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall
Maplewood Gamblers Anonymous– Every Thursday at 7:00 p.m. in
Fellowship Hall (1st Thursday of month is open for guests)

Mensajes de Poder - Rummage Sale: Saturday & Sunday, June 18 and 19
FIRST Sunday of the Month!

Bring Your Aluminum Cans to Church—leave

them outside our front doors.
Purchase Your Gift Cards—stop by the
gift card table and pick up cards that we have
on hand or special order others from a list of
hundreds of retailers. Request cards any other
time of the month by contacting Barb Maynard at:
bezm09@comcast.net AND office@orlcmn.org.

June Birthdays
2
7
9
15

Randy Luhrs
Vince Rodriguez (80!)
Jeremy Winter
Jeffrey Battey

15
21
22
24

Diana Ersfeld
Hannah Schneider
Sally Kupferschmidt
Russell Kringle

If your birthday is not shown in this month and it should be (or if you prefer
your birthday not be announced in the future), please contact the office.

Calling all gardeners!!
If interested in helping with our FLOWER ARDENS,
contact Carol Rodriguez
If interested in helping with our PRODUCE GARDENS,
contact the office

Our Redeemer to End Dorothy Day Serving—Volunteers Needed to
Continue Engagement

Earlier this year, Our Redeemer met with the staff at the St. Paul Opportunity Center (the new name for
Dorothy Day Center) to discuss our church’s engagement moving forward. We continue to experience less
volunteer help due to both with COVID concerns and some people physically not able to serve as they had in
the past. We have agreed to continue our engagement of serving the fourth Monday of even months through
Monday, June 27. We are finding we continue to have low volunteering engagement, and therefore we will
consider ending this avenue of serving. If you have an interest/passion for this ministry, please contact Pastor
Karsten.
Our next and possibly final serving date is Monday, June 27, (1:00 p.m. for preparing food and 3:30 p.m. for
serving). In order to volunteer, everyone is required to sign up creating an individual account on the following
volunteer site: http://ourredeemerlutheranchurch.cctwincities.volunteerhub.com/ We can help you with that at
the church on the Sundays or by contacting the office. After registering, you then sign up for a date and time
slot. You may sign up for a full-time slot even if you can only be there for a portion. Invite others to join you—
make it a family or friends volunteering event. let the office know if you are interested or have questions.

Music on the Black Top—Volunteers

Plans are in the works for the Eastside Collaborative churches to host “music on the blacktop” at Our
Redeemer either on the afternoon of July 30 or the evening of August 2 (National Night Out). Along with
good music, food, games for kids and adults, this will be a nice chance to hang out with our church families
and get to meet neighbors. More details will become available in the weeks ahead. Please let Sally or Pastor
Karsten know if you are interested in helping with any or all parts of the planning.

Community Sharing Wednesdays—Drive-Thru and More Options
As an update to our Community Sharing program, we want to share that we continue to grow in our
number of meals served with being closer to 250 every week. We have around 60 cars and several walk
up guests weekly and with lots of food coming from Merrick Community Services and North St Paul Food
Shelf allowing us to provide about $3,000 worth of groceries. People continue to communicate their
appreciation for this help. One new thing we will be adding monthly on the second Wednesday is an
outdoor seating option along with live music and a free clothing, toys, and other miscellaneous
items. The Mariachi Band from Mensajes de Poder will play in June. We always welcome more
volunteers. You can sign up on the posterboard at church or online at https://bit.ly/loaves-fishes. Our
Community Sharing drive-thru meals are on Wednesdays from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.

There any various options for volunteering, so if you can help on a regular or even occasional basis,
please sign up for a shift at https://bit.ly/loaves-fishes. Here are our main needs:
Wednesdays (approx) 4:30—7:00 p.m. filling take-out meals, bagging
food orders, taking/delivering orders to vehicles in drive-thru.
Wednesdays (approx) 12:00 — 4:00 p.m. assisting the chef with food preparation.
Wednesdays (approx.) 2:00—4:00 p.m. sorting through groceries.
Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays 8—10 a.m. or 12-1 p.m. picking up donations
from food shelves.

Address Service Requested
DATED MATERIAL
DO NOT DELAY
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church
1390 East Larpenteur Avenue
St. Paul, MN 55109

