
 

 

 A Message from Pastor Karsten:  

It’s Easter and time for some resurrection life – as well as reconnecting and reengaging 

Easter is here, the journey of Lent is behind us, and it is time to celebrate the grand 
story of God’s fullest work in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  After 40 

days with the disciplines of Lent, and almost a year since we have been able to plan 
regularly for in-person, indoor worship, that time has come.  

 
Join us for Easter Worship on April 4 in person at 6:45 a.m. (Sunrise Service - a long observed Easter 
tradition), 8:45 a.m. or 10:00 a.m., or online live for the 10:00 a.m. worship (this will also be recorded 
for later viewing access).  There will be flowers, there will be grand music, there will be streamers and 
banners, there will be good preaching, and there will be people to celebrate together and enjoy Holy 
Communion.  All who come will need to wear masks (even if you have received the vaccination), stay 
socially distanced in the sanctuary (every other pew and six feet away from others), sing softly, and 
enjoy fellowship time with coffee and treats under some new guidelines (see page 3). 
 
We are planning to continue in-person worship every Sunday at 10:00 a.m. throughout spring, while 
also providing this live on YouTube viewing at 10:00 a.m. and recording the service for later viewing.  
When the weather gets warmer, we will also plan a number of services to be held outside as we heard 
from many that there is a was strong interest as was done last fall.  
 
Besides this chance to return to some sense of normalcy of what we were used to before all the 
complications and restrictions COVID-19 brought, we will be focusing on two key words this spring and 
summer.  This will be time to Reconnect and Reengage.  We look forward to seeing people face to 
face and trying to recall the names we may have forgotten, but we are also planning for guided 
conversation times on Sundays and during the week to really listen to each other’s stories from this 
past year (and beyond) so we are more deeply tied together.  We will also be encouraging people to 
consider one place of ministry engagement when you come back – serving on a team, helping with 
worship, working with our youth, assisting the Missions team, volunteering on Wednesdays, or 
participating in a smaller group setting.  We are looking to have people present in the church, in our 
everyday life, and assisting with the work of the church.  So know that those two words will get lots of 
play and even some push in the months ahead because we want to come back and be stronger as a 
church than we were before. 

Pastor Karsten 
 

PS—Don’t forget to take in the Maundy Thursday and/or the Good Friday services that will be 
available by noon each day or anytime following on our YouTube channel – or look up Our Redeemer 
St. Paul in YouTube. 

 
 “The Good Newsletter” of Our Redeemer Lutheran Church  

 

Sunday Worship 
YouTube  

Click HERE 

 

Wednesday Bible 
Study 9:30 AM 

Click HERE 

 

Sunday Connect 
Time 11:00 AM 

Click HERE 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOv6lCzrmw_kV5n0G6Lqz5w/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOv6lCzrmw_kV5n0G6Lqz5w/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOv6lCzrmw_kV5n0G6Lqz5w/videos
https://zoom.us/j/93856038724?pwd=Wk9.
https://zoom.us/j/93856038724?pwd=Wk9.
https://zoom.us/j/93856038724?pwd=Wk9.
https://zoom.us/j/94734592014?pwd=RGk0YVJRT01aL1ROeE1xODVaRXBZUT09C:/Users/Office/Documents/Zoom
https://zoom.us/j/94734592014?pwd=RGk0YVJRT01aL1ROeE1xODVaRXBZUT09C:/Users/Office/Documents/Zoom
https://zoom.us/j/94734592014?pwd=RGk0YVJRT01aL1ROeE1xODVaRXBZUT09C:/Users/Office/Documents/Zoom


 

 
A Message from Deacon Jennifer 

 

 For the beauty of the earth,  
 for the glory of the skies,  
 for the love which from our birth  

  over and around us lies.  
    Christ, our Lord, to you we raise  

          this, our hymn of grateful praise.  
  
   Hymn by Folliott Sandford Pierpoint (1864) 
 

We mark Thursday, April 22 as Earth Day and Friday, April 30 as Arbor Day. First celebrated in 1970, 
Earth Day now includes events coordinated globally by the Earth Day Network in more than 193 
countries. Arbor Day began in Nebraska in 1874 and today is celebrated in all 50 United States. 
 

While most holidays celebrate something that has already happened and is worth remembering, Arbor 
Day [and Earth Day] represents a hope for the future. The simple act of planting a tree represents a 
belief that the tree will grow to provide us with clean air and water, cooling shade, habitat for wildlife, 
healthier communities, and endless natural beauty — all for a better tomorrow. 
 

These are not faith-based holidays, however our faith guides us in how we honor the earth and all 
creation. As Christians we have a duty and responsibility to care for all of God’s creation. Recently, our 
congregation has adopted increased efforts to RECYCLE. We have a larger dumpster to accommodate 
cardboard from our Community Sharing meal. We also have a receptacle in the Fellowship Hall to save 
plastic film (think grocery bags, bread bags, saran wrap, and bubble wrap). ORLC also is now 
implementing ORGANICS collection, which helps cut down on the amount of garbage that ends up in 
the landfill. We also give our leftover outdated food items from Wednesday nights to a PIG FARMER! 
 

There are some easy steps you can do to care for creation! When you are at ORLC, please bring your 
own WATER BOTTLE that can be refilled in our drinking fountain, which will cut down on disposable 
plastic bottles. When you wash your hands, put your paper towels in the GREEN ORGANICS bins, 
which are located in each bathroom and the kitchen. If you are eating at church, be sure to put the food 
scraps - including popsicle sticks, toothpicks, napkins, bones, and coffee filters in the GREEN 
ORGANICS bins and your plastic bags/wraps in the gray bin marked for plastic film. 
 

Other easy ways you can care for God’s beautiful creation: pick up litter in your neighborhood, use less 
fertilizer and pesticide on your lawn, add native plants and pollinator-friendly flowers to your landscape 
(butterfly bush, coneflowers, daisies, dahlias), cut down on the use of single-serve portions, and refrain 
from using Styrofoam.  

In praise of God’s glorious creation, 
Deacon Jennifer  

 

The Church Mirror Survey (last call!)  
While we often don’t stop to look too deeply into our lives, there are times when we can really use a 
mirror to help us out. The same is true for the church. We opted to extend the date for people to 
complete the Church Mirror Survey that will help us know more about our members, understand what life 
has been like these last many months, and lean into a strong future for Our Redeemer. If you have not 
completed this, please do so before April 7 by clicking this link https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/

OurRedeemerLutheran-StPaul-5FRB6XX or, for those who received it in the mail, simply complete it and 
return it to the church in the self-addressed envelope.  
 

NEXT STEPS - A Follow-Up Conversation From the IDI 
Sunday, April 11 at 11am 
Whether you attended the presentation by Pr. Peter Harrits and took the Intercultural Developmental 
Inventory (IDI) or not, you are invited to join a conversation on SUNDAY, APRIL 11 at 11am in the Blue 
Room. We will be talking about what we learned in the presentation and what we can do individually and 
congregationally. We will begin to identify and engage in targeted, developmental efforts that increase 
our intercultural competence in bridging across diverse communities. Contact Deacon Jennifer if you 
have any questions. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/OurRedeemerLutheran-StPaul-5FRB6XX
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/OurRedeemerLutheran-StPaul-5FRB6XX


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Holy Week 
 

Maundy Thursday—April 1 
Maundy Thursday is a Holy day falling on the Thursday before Easter commemorating the Last 
Supper of Jesus with the Apostles. We have a special online service on our YouTube. 
 

Good Friday—April  2 
This year we will not be gathering with our local Lutheran neighbors as has been tradition, but instead 
the pastors and musicians from the churches have prerecorded a service posted on our YouTube.  
 

Easter Sunday—April  4—We will be OPEN for in-house services 
Join us in person for Easter Sunday at 6:45 a.m., 8:45 a.m. or 10:00 a.m.! (Also, our 10:00 a.m. will 
be livestreamed & on YouTube.)  Social distance spacing, wearing of masks and soft singing are 
still in effect to keep everyone as safe as possible. And enjoying “Coffee Time” one again—only 
under the new guidelines (see below). 

 

Our Plan for Future Sundays 
Our plan following Easter Sunday is to continue in-person services every Sunday at 10:00 a.m. as well as to 
continue with livestreaming on our YouTube:  http://bit.ly/ORLCMNyoutube  
 
Updated COVID Guidelines for Opening our Church 
To comply with the most recent March 2021 restrictions from Minnesota and the Center for Disease Control, 
we are obligated to follow these guidelines in order to open our doors (even if vaccinated):  wearing of 
masks; social distancing of 6 feet between people from different households/groups; no beverages or food in 
the Sanctuary except for our Holy Communion serving; beverages and food will be allowed in the Fellowship 
Hall with the following restrictions: must adhere to the 6 feet social distancing, must remain seated, may 
remove mask only for eating and drinking, communal serving and sharing of food is discouraged. Cleaning 
and disinfecting according to the SMART Team guidelines will be followed. Anyone not feeling well or not 
comfortable attending in-person services and gatherings are encouraged to stay home. Please contact the 
staff if you have any questions. NOTE: On Easter, the ORLC Staff will be assisting in the serving of our new 
way of "Coffee Hour" but please feel welcome to volunteer to help them. We will resume our volunteering 
schedule the remaining Sundays taking into consideration that some past volunteers will not be interested to 
do so or may be unable to attend.  
 

Sunday Worship Helpers  
Now that we are coming back for in-person worship,  we will be looking for people to help with ushering, 
greeting, coffee hour, and technology work.  If you have served in one of these ways before, or haven’t but 
are willing to do so now, please contact the office at 651-772-2445 or email office@orlcmn.org.  Even if you 
could help out once a month or more in one of these capacities, we would much appreciate it.   

 

April Worship Services  
Scriptures & Lectors 

Date Scriptures  
(Click on links below) 

Lector 

April 4 Easter 
 
 

April 11 
April 18 
April 25 

Luke 24:1-12  
 
 
Luke 24:13-35  
Acts 6:1—7:2a, 44-60 
Acts 8:26-39  

Cherie Kilbride (6:45) 
Dianne Derks (8:45) 
Kathi Kirchoff (10:00) 
Jim Burke 
Dianne Derks 
Michele Rebholz 

If you wish to be a part of our services (lector, technology, musically, faith-sharing), contact the 
office. 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2FORLCMNyoutube%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1yEjXhBOiej5qdS6hUKPsaUrCATexkf-7rkUmpEe6KfX2XdBbLIKNdi_Y&h=AT3x7YwV93FVB7-73mSvlqRKVYs5BTnDI95vNsyHz0sng37ukh-XVUO4feqrqOrdHn-MV6UvPj-nbq6i_mmWlwcCPpESXNq8LpvK9M39FBO7VZBZ-Z6D
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2FORLCMNyoutube%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1yEjXhBOiej5qdS6hUKPsaUrCATexkf-7rkUmpEe6KfX2XdBbLIKNdi_Y&h=AT3x7YwV93FVB7-73mSvlqRKVYs5BTnDI95vNsyHz0sng37ukh-XVUO4feqrqOrdHn-MV6UvPj-nbq6i_mmWlwcCPpESXNq8LpvK9M39FBO7VZBZ-Z6D
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2FORLCMNyoutube%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1yEjXhBOiej5qdS6hUKPsaUrCATexkf-7rkUmpEe6KfX2XdBbLIKNdi_Y&h=AT3x7YwV93FVB7-73mSvlqRKVYs5BTnDI95vNsyHz0sng37ukh-XVUO4feqrqOrdHn-MV6UvPj-nbq6i_mmWlwcCPpESXNq8LpvK9M39FBO7VZBZ-Z6D
http://bit.ly/ORLCMNyoutube
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+24%3A1-12+&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+24%3A13-35+&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+Acts+6%3A1%E2%80%947%3A2a%2C+44-60&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+Acts+8%3A26-39+&version=NRSV


 

 

Did you receive your COVID Vaccination? 
More and more options are now available for people to get their vaccination shots for COVID.  As one of 
the key ways right now we can care for ourselves and love our neighbors by becoming less risk of 
spreading this virus, we encourage you to get your vaccine. Check with your doctor, visit this site from 
North East Seniors for Better Living by emailing neseniorsforbetterliving@gmail.com or calling 651-808-
1901, check out the MN Dept of Health website, or contact your pharmacy. Also, if you are comfortable 
with letting us know if you have been vaccinated, please contact the office. We will use the information 
only to determine what percent of our congregation has been vaccinated without sharing names of 
individuals.  
 

Coming Soon—a shared Intern 
Our Redeemer, in collaboration with three other East Side Lutheran Churches (Hope, Grace and 
Arlington Hills) has been chosen as a site for a shared intern this coming year.  Starting in late August, 
we will be excited to welcome this kind of engagement again as we come alongside a student, provide 
support/encouragement/opportunities, and work with these other churches to send another strong 
candidate into a deeper life of ministry.  Our Redeemer will benefit from this shared ministry and details 
are still getting worked out for how this person will function in this wider context so that they are not 
stretched too far, but have ample opportunities for their own growth.  We find out the placements for all 
interns on April 8 and will share more with you in the weeks and months to come.  If you are interested in 
serving on the internship support team that will meet monthly made up of a few from each church), 
please contact Pastor Karsten. 
 

Sunday School - Beginning April 11 
Sunday School will resume meeting in person on Sunday, April 11. We will meet in the Fellowship Hall 
during a portion of worship. Please come to worship with your family. You will be excused during the 
sermon to have a brief lesson and activity. Children will return to worship in time for communion on the 
days it is scheduled. 
 
Young Adult Collab - Food Truck Feast! 
Sunday, April 25, 2021 at 1:00 PM  – 2:30 PM 
Calling all 20s-30s folks! Join us for a FREE tasty meal from one of the food trucks that will be in the 
parking lot on White Bear Ave & Iowa Ave E! *Bring a lawn chair so we can all sit socially distanced and 
enjoy fellowship as well as food. 
 

Food shelf Assistance  
     As we continue to have a strong partnership with Merrick Community Service and North Saint 

Paul Food shelf, and as we continue to expand how we are helping individuals and families 
on Wednesday nights, we become more aware of the diversity around us and the hope 

for food support.  As you consider some extra support, you can always give a financial 
gift marked ‘food shelf’ but if you would like to buy some food to donate, consider 

picking up more items requested by various immigrants – maybe have some fun 
searching out these new foods such as: tamari soy sauce, fish sauce, coconut 
milk, almond butter, garlic chili sauce, tamarind paste, Jasmine rice, Kokuhu 

rice, fufu flour.  One issue ahead that we believe will cause more people to be 
using the food shelves and our Wednesday Community Sharing is when there will 

             likely be more renter evictions taking place—and this is one area we 
             are working on with advocacy. 
 

Painting Easter  
How would you like to attend a class put on by Paul Oman – the painter who made our 
large Advent canvas painting a few years ago? Our Redeemer is offering this for free for 
any who would like to come and learn to paint an Easter scene.  This will happen on 
Wednesday, April 7, at 7:00 p.m.  Sign up is necessary so call the office at 651-772-2445 
or email office@orlcmn.org.  We will send you a list of supplies suggested for the class. 
 
 



 

 

EASTER SUNDAY 2020 

Welcome Home  
Sharon VonKreuzhof! 

StarTribune featuring  
Our Redeemer Re-Opening  

(to be featured in their Sunday, 
April 4, edition) 

Pastor Karsten at Top Golf using his 60th 
Birthday gift card from us (many of us also 

recognize the guy with the waving white glove) 



 

 

ORLC is Going Green! 
Please join a brief (15 minutes) presentation and discussion on the new ORLC 
recycling sorting system in the Fellowship Hall on SUNDAY, APRIL 11 at 11am. 
This is a super way for us to embrace Earth Day as a congregation. 

 
 
Our deepest sympathy to Michelle Rebholz in the death of her father,  
Terry Rebholz, on March 23 at the age of 77.  Please keep Michelle and her 
family in your thoughts and prayers during this difficult time.  
 

 

April Birthdays 

    3  Carol Rodriguez 
    4  Curt Morales 
    5  Darlene Harwood 
    7  Randy Koza 
    7  Hudson Magnuson 
    7  Dennis Peterson 
    8  Garrett Kilbride 
  10  Rob Kupferschmidt 
  17  Steve Carlson 
 

  19  Shirley Nordrum 
  20  Janet Johnson 
  21  Natalie Barrett 
  21  Rob Barrett 
  23  Eric Snaza 
  24  Jane Koza 
  28  Jim Riemenschneider 
March correction:  
Arlys Anderson’s Birthday 
was the 25th and not the 
26th as listed.   

If your birthday is not shown in this month and it should be (or if you prefer your 
birthday not be announced in the future), please contact the office.  

Looking back... CONNECTING ON ZOOM! 
 

SUNDAYS—Our Redeemer Connection Time 
11:00 a.m.–12:00 noon 

Meeting ID: 947 3459 2014  Passcode: orlc 
 

WEDNESDAYS—Bible Study 
9:30—10:30 a.m. 

Meeting ID: 938 5603 8724  Passcode: orlc 
 

Or participate by phone: 312-626-6799  
(long distance charges may apply)  

 

 

Volunteers Needed!  
North St. Paul Food Shelf 
The North St. Paul Food Shelf could use some 
help—can you volunteer? If you have 2 or 4 or 5 
hours of time once a week or a month that you 
could spare for a good cause, please contact Kathi 
Kirchoff at kathik717@hotmail.com or 651-245-
3533. The help needed is for stocking shelves, 
bagging for clients, sorting 
through and organizing 
items.  There are hours 
available in the daytime 
and evenings. They are 
also looking for volunteers 
to pick up food from local 
grocery stores and deliver 
them to the food shelf.   

Administrative Professionals Day 
(Sally is trying her very best to hide this particular article that she was 
instructed to include. She successfully removed her name from the 
heading.) Let’s give appreciation for Sally on April 21 which is Administrative 

Professionals Day (big deal). Sally has put in great work this last year to help 

us stay connected through the newsletters that at one point were happening 
every week and more recently have moved to bimonthly.  She cares for Our 

Redeemer with her whole heart (true), loves her Lord (true), is a great 

welcoming presence for people on the phone or in person, takes umpteen 

pictures (yep) for our worship services and newsletters, and strives to do 

very good work all the time (despite her plethora of errors). On or by April 

21 consider writing a card, making a phone call or stopping in to offer your 

thanks (or not).  We will have a special chocolate (awesome) cake 

celebration for her at 12:30 (a.m.?) for any who would like to come to the 

church. (Hmm...I think I’m due for a vacation day:) 

Barb Maynard 
recovering from 

hip surgery 

Pastor 
Karsten 
recover-
ing from 
double 
hernia 
surgery 



 

 

                      April 2021 Happenings 
 

  1 Maundy Thursday on YouTube   12:00 PM  
  2 Good Friday on YouTube    12:00 PM 
  4 Easter Worship in person /YouTube6:45, 8:45, & 10:00 AM 
  7 Bible Study on Zoom  & in Fireside Room      9:30 AM 
  7 Painting Easter in Fellowship Hall    7:00 PM 
11 IDI Conversation in Blue Room   11:00 AM 
11 Going Green in Fellowship Hall   11:00 AM 
12 Quilting in Fellowship Hall     9:00 AM 
14  Bible Study on Zoom  & in Fireside Room    9:30 AM 
15 Knitting/Crocheting in the Blue Room               6:30 PM 
21 Bible Study on Zoom  & in Fireside Room     9:30 AM 
25  Young Adult Colab at Food Trucks on WBA   1:00 PM 
26  Quilting in Fellowship Hall       9:00 AM 
26 Dorothy Day Serving      4:30 PM 
28 Bible Study on Zoom & in Fireside Room      9:30 AM 
 

 

Ways to Give to Our Redeemer 
 
Giving of Your Offerings 
 Mail your offering/envelope to the ORLC office: 1390 Larpenteur Ave E, St. Paul MN 55109 

 Drop off your offering/envelope in the locked mailbox located near our front entrance. 
 Make an online offering at the link www.orlcmn.org/donate, which is also available on the 

first page of our website (www.orlcmn.org) by clicking the “Make Donation” button. Set up 
an automatic one-time donation or  recurring withdrawals from your financial institution, or 
by using a credit card. (NOTE: There is a 2% fee to use a credit card.)  

 Text 844-871-2328, enter amount in message line, send, follow instructions. 
 

Purchasing of Gift Cards 
When you purchase gift cards through Our Redeemer’s “Bucks for Our Building” program, a percentage of your gift 
card value is given back to church.  There is a long list of many businesses from which to choose. Our current gift 
card “sales representative” is Bard Maynard. You can place your order by emailing Barb and the office. Barb and 
Sally will coordinate when you can pick up your order and make your payment. Remember—the more you buy, 
the more your church earns! Email Barb at: bezm09@comcast.net and Sally at: office@orlcmn.org 
 
Giving of Thrivent Dollars 
Are you a Thrivent member? If so, check your Thrivent accounts regularly for Choice 
dollars that may have accumulated which can be designated to Our Redeemer or as 
you choose.  
 
Ordering from Shutterfly 
Any purchases you make through our Shutterfly Storefront provides Our Redeemer with 8 percent of the 
sale! Your family, friends, and coworkers can also order through our storefront, which is:  
ORLCMN.ShutterflyStorefront.com. 
 

CONTACT US – We are here for you! 
While we are working remotely some of the time, one of us is generally in the office on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays 10 a.m.—3 p.m.; and Wednesdays, 9 a.m.—5 p.m. However, please reach out to us any time 
beyond these hours as we want to hear from you if you need help, or have a special request, or have 
prayer needs.  
 
Pastor Karsten Nelson     karstenn@comcast.net    651-772-2445, ext. 102 or at 651-271-5134 
Deacon Jennifer Schneider    jennifer@orlcmn.org       651-772-2445, ext. 103 or at 651-494-7943 
Finance Administrator, Lisa    Lisa@orlcmn.org    651-772-2445, ext. 101 
Office Administrator, Sally      office@orlcmn.org    651-772-2445, ext. 101  

http://www.orlcmn.org/donate
http://www.orlcmn.org
mailto:Karsten%20-%20karstenn@comcast.net
mailto:jennifer@orlcmn.org
mailto:Lisa@orlcmn.org
mailto:office@orlcmn.org


 

                        

        HOME CHURCH – for Sunday, April 4, 2021  

This is a simple format that allows you—whether by yourself or with others—to take some dedicated time and enjoy the 
gift of worship in your home setting.  Find a quiet place, light a candle, and lift your heart and voice to God. 

 

Gathering 
Jesus Christ is our hope and consolation, our joy and strength, the generous gift of God. – Now and Always 
We gather in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen  
 

Opening Prayer 
Lord, You ever have been steadfast in your commitment to the world, to love us and to save us.  Thanks you 
for remaining true to your plans and using Jesus to rescue us from sin and overcome evil. 
 

Song –  “Jesus Christ is Risen Today”   

Scripture   -   Luke 24:1-12  (please find this in your Bible)  
 

Scripture Reflections and Questions   
The surprise of Easter is that the very absence of Jesus in the tomb meant that he was present elsewhere – 
and for the women and the disciples they would come to see/know/trust/believe Jesus was present again! 
Part of what we try to take away from Biblical stories is something ‘for us’ – and here one thing we come to 
believe is that Jesus is now present in and with us.  How are you being Christ - present to care for the 
neighbor? 
 

Prayers 
We pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. A brief silence. 
Give us the faith of the women who ran to share the news of your resurrection despite their shock and 
amazement at the empty tomb. Forgive us when we fail to believe and discredit the witness of others, as the 
disciples did. Risen Lord, Hear our prayer. 
Disrupt our routine with the inbreaking of your amazing grace, and shake up our world so that we pay 
attention to your Spirit at work today. Risen Lord, Hear our prayer. 
As the earth bursts forth with new life, we see, smell, and feel resurrection all around us. May we also be 
part of the renewal of this planet with new strategies and technologies to clean it and preserve it for future 
generations. Risen Lord, Hear our prayer. 
Comfort those who feel no joy on this day, due to grief, illness, or other life challenges. May we reach out to 
those who need a companion or a listening ear. Bless all those whom we know need your healing, 
especially… Risen Lord, Hear our prayer. 
Here other petitions may be offered for yourself, family, Our Redeemer, Christian churches elsewhere, 
strong leaders worldwide, justice…. 
Incline your ear to our prayers and fill us with power to live out our faith, by the power of your Son our savior, 
Jesus Christ. 
 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in 
heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us 
from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 

Benediction    
May the Lord bless you and keep you.  May the Lord’s face shine 
down upon you with grace and mercy.  May the Lord look upon you 
with favor and give you peace. Thanks be to God! Amen. 

Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia! 
Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 
Who did once, upon the cross, Alleluia! 
Suffer to redeem our loss, Alleluia!  

But the pain which He endured, Alleluia! 
Our salvation hath procured, Alleluia!  
Now above the sky He's king, Alleluia! 
Where the angels ever sing, Alleluia 

Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! 
Praise eternal as His love, Alleluia! 
Praise Him, all you heavenly host, 
Alleluia! Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, Alleluia! 



 

 

 
 

                       

        HOME CHURCH – for Sunday, April 11, 2021  
 

This is a simple format that allows you—whether by yourself or with others—to take some dedicated time and enjoy the 
gift of worship in your home setting.  Find a quiet place, light a candle, and lift your heart and voice to God. 

 

Gathering 
Jesus Christ is our hope and consolation, our joy and strength, the generous gift of God. – Now and Always 
We gather in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen  
 
Opening Prayer   
Healing Lord, By your goodness you healed many who were ill, even raising the dead to life. Restore us to 
new life, healing our hearts, minds, and spirits, so that we may proclaim praise and gratitude for your 
compassion to all who will hear. In the name of the one who is himself new life, Jesus Christ our savior.  
 

Song  - “Now the Green Blade Rises” – verses 1, 3, 4 #148 LBW (green hymnal)    

 

Scripture   -   Luke 24:13-35 and Psalm 30 (please find this in your Bible) 
 

Scripture Reflections and Questions 
Jesus could have returned with armies of angels, dazzling bright light (it wouldn’t have been the first time), 
trumpets and choirs filling the sky. He could have conquered the world in a grand display of power and show. 
Instead, Jesus showed up in the most mundane of tasks—a meal. How often we look for Jesus in grand 
spectacles. We seek large gestures of miraculous power. But Jesus doesn’t only show in those transfiguration 
moments. Jesus wakes us up as we eat, as we walk, as we talk. Jesus becomes known as we share with one 
another, as we celebrate being in community. Sometimes we don’t realize it until later. Sometimes we are 
blessed to recognize Jesus in the moment. Jesus is always there. We only need the eyes to see. Where might 
you see Jesus in unexpected ways? 
 
Prayers 
We pray for the church, the world, and all those in need.  You come to us at our lowest points, bringing hope of 
new life and resurrection. Open us to the joy of the Easter proclamation, that we would live to witness to its 
power. God of life, Hear our prayer. 
We share your presence when we gather with others in ordinary places like walking paths and dinner tables. 
Alert us to the divine breaking through the mundane, and make each of our days a sacred offering to you. God 
of life, Hear our prayer. 
Be with those who grieve and those who refuse to be consoled, that they may eventually find the healing their 
spirits need to begin moving forward again. Send your peace and power to all who need it most, especially… 
God of life, Hear our prayer. 
Incline your ear to our prayers and fill us with power to begin living out our faith, by the power of your Son our 
savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.  
 
Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Benediction 
Christ is arisen, bringing gifts of life, mercy and pardon for sin! Believe that you are 
forgiven, and go out and live in the joy of your Lord’s resurrection in the power of 

Now the green blade riseth, from the buried grain, 
Wheat that in dark earth many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that springeth green. 
  
Forth He came at Easter, like the risen grain, 
Jesus who for three days in the grave had lain; 
Quick from the dead the risen One is seen: 
Love is come again like wheat that springeth green. 

When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain, 
Jesus' touch can call us back to life again, 
Fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been: 
Love is come again like wheat that springeth green. 
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Community Sharing—Wednesdays Drive-Thru Meals & More! 
Our free Community Sharing drive-thru meals continue to gain momentum on Wednesdays from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
We are grateful to receive food from Loaves & Fishes as well as other food items from the North St. Paul and the 
Merrick food shelves and the Sanneh Foundation. Please tell your family, friends, neighbors to join us — because 
ALL are WELCOME—no questions are asked.  
 

Volunteers are much needed and appreciated! 
We greatly appreciate all our volunteers on Wednesday nights and really need the help. The hospitality we provide 
is a way that we share our faith and welcome our neighbors. Each night we need about 12 volunteers. If you are 
able to commit to helping on a regular or occasional basis, please consider signing up for a shift at https://bit.ly/
loaves-fishes. Also, there is a need for help on Tuesdays during the hours of 12-2 p.m. to unload food shelf 
deliveries and organizing the goods in preparation for Wednesday evenings. In addition, our chefs can many times  
use a hand during the late morning and early afternoons on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. 

 
 

Reminder: 
If you have Facebook, please go onto Our 
Redeemer's Facebook (ORLCMN) and "like" and 
"share" our posts!  

https://bit.ly/loaves-fishes
https://bit.ly/loaves-fishes

