September 2019

“The Good Newsletter” of our Redeemer Lutheran Church

€& A Message from Pastor Karsten — “Sanctuary”

changes to the lighting, adding some banners, cleaning the pews, adding a child section up
front, and working hard to make sure the sound system functions.

Now our conversation around sanctuary might be different. | imagine most of you have heard
or read the news that the ELCA (the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, the
denomination which we are part of), recently voted at the Churchwide Assembly in July to
become a ‘Sanctuary Denomination’. While this new stance does not impose certain practices on
the church, it serves to make a statement that we know and hear from scripture the importance of loving thy neighbor
and welcoming the stranger. In its simplest form, becoming a sanctuary denomination means that the ELCA is
publicly declaring that walking alongside immigrants and refugees is a matter of faith.

In baptism, we are brought into a covenantal relationship with Jesus Christ that commits us to strive for justice and
peace in all the earth. Following the example of Martin Luther, we believe that advocacy is a crucial expression of
baptismal identity. As a church, we have advocated for stopping the detention of children and families for decades.
We have spoken out against family separation, sought a pathway to citizenship for community members who have
lived in the U.S. for many years, and have taken steps to address the root causes of migration in a way that honors
the humanity in people who must flee.

Being a sanctuary denomination means that we, as church together, want to be public and vocal about this work. It
will look different for everyone, but welcoming people is not a political issue for us — it is a matter of faith.

| invite you to dig into this a little deeper both to see why the ELCA took this stand and to wonder how you as an
individual might want to engage with this issue, or consider what direction(s) you think would be faithful responses by
us. For some more resources and talking points, visit their website at www.elca.org/sanctuarychurch and also the
letter from St Paul Area Synod Bishop, Patricia Lull, also on their website at www.spas-elca.org/immigration-and-
hospitality-of-the-heart/.

We gather in a sanctuary but being a sanctuary denomination has some great direction.
Faston Kansten (with references from our Presiding Bishop, Elizabeth Eafon)

A parting message from Pastor Chris Becker — “Asante Sana” (Thank you very much)

We want to thank the pastor, leaders and people of Our Redeemer for the opportunity to walk the
walk of faith together these past three months. When Pastor Karsten asked if | would be willing to
serve for a few hours a week while he was on sabbatical, | willingly accepted. | saw it as being able
to “help” a friend. It was soon apparent that these three months were about accompanying the
people of Our Redeemer in the work they engaged in as they joined God at work in the world.

You embraced my wife and |, and were willing to try a few new ways of worshipping. You
continued your serious study of scripture throughout the summer and you hosted a great Neighbors
Night Out party. What intrigued me the most was your kindness and concern you showed to each
other. Your love for Jesus was evident in how you cared for one another and the strangers who
sought support in their life. We will cherish the quilt made from your hands, the connections we
made with many of you and the joy in witnessing Christ’s church alive and well in the world.

You have been blessed with dedicated and faith filled leaders in Deacon Jennifer, your office
administrator Sally, and Pastor Karsten. Tu Ctnist, Pastorn Chnis and Linda Becker




as A Message from Deacon Jennifer Schneider — “Moving Into Fall”

Summer was a welcome change of pace: connecting with §
youth during Summer Stretch, watching faith percolate in ou

National Night Out, and laughing and learning with lots of 'ﬁz z
children at VBS. It was a tremendous blessing to watch God at i
work in the midst of these many summer activities.

| am excited for a new programmatic year to begin at ORLC. Sunday School .
Rally Day (9/8) will welcome back our youngest members with new activities,
engaging new Sunday School lessons, and special treats. We will have a special
backpack blessing during worship. Help your child to remember to bring their backpack to worship on 9/8.

Confirmation Deep Dive is our consortium with 8 other churches in St. Paul. This once-monthly gathering on
Sundays has been vastly reworked to provide a hands-on faith exploration for our 7-9" graders. We will be visiting
Sacred Sites around Fort Snelling, Minneapolis Institute of Art, Camp St. Croix, MN State Capitol, and other places
to talk about how our baptismal promises are lived out through justice, advocacy, art, and our daily lives.

Our Young Adult Collab will continue to meet once per month at rotating locations (churches, pubs, bowling etc).
We are slowly increasing our regular attendance and have had faith-filled conversations and community building.

Moving back into our routines can sometimes bog us down. Too many ..
things fill up our calendars and we lose focus of what is important:
steeping ourselves in the Word of God, worshiping together in#®
community, and finding ways to care for our neighbors. As you move
further into Fall, remember that God is our center, our life, our refuge, &
and guide in how we live our lives. My prayer for you is that you would
keep your heart and mind focused on God and make room for God’s
Spirit to fill you and guide you.

Peace in Ctniot! Deacon Jeanifer

as “Sabbatical is over” by Pastor Karsten

For 11 weeks this summer | was given the gift of a sabbatical as a time of both personal rest and professional
growth. Sabbaticals are expected times of renewal that the ELCA recommends happen after every six years of
service. For me this was set up to have more personal time to be with family (both for some vacation and to be
more available for projects and simply being more fully present with them) and for some personal ministry
development.

It was great to have more time both to travel with my family and to be more present with them. | was also able to
connect with various friends over these weeks. | used this time to also offer myself for the special work of being an
Ambassador for the St Paul Area Synod by spending three weeks in Tanzania visiting some partnered
congregations who have not had personal visits for quite some time, and visiting some new parishes there looking
for new partners. And of course there was also some time for personal growth with some good ‘church’ reading, a
retreat, and a continuing education experience on ‘Innovative Church Leadership’. Each of these elements of the
time away was really significant and meaningful.

| come back more rested and renewed for this good work of being God’s people together and trying to lean ahead
into what the future holds for Our Redeemer and how we can best gather for worship, service, and spiritual
growth. | look forward to this shared work of being a vital church for our faith community and those beyond our
walls. | am most grateful to you people of Our Redeemer for the chance to have had such an enjoyable and
energizing time of sabbatical.




Rally Sunday & Backpack Blessing - September 8

o=

t’*‘%\é@"{) September 8 is Rally Sunday, which is essentially the beginning of the church calendar year and
<imil (== the start up of Sunday school, but it also can be considered a day set aside to reassemble or
éﬁ“!ﬁx%‘, “rally” after the relatively quiet summer of vacations, picnics, camps, etc. At Our Redeemer this

for serving. In addition, we will have a meaningful “blessing” of backpacks! Students of all ages
(and education staffers) are welcome to bring their backpacks for a special backpack blessing
during both worship services.

L upcoming Rally Sunday, we will not only start up our Sunday School sessions, but we will also
1? Be# have tables set up in the Narthex providing information on our ministry areas and opportunities

Meals from the Heart

This fall for our "God's Work, Our Hands" project, we will again partner with area churches to pack meals for
local people in need of food support. Mark your calendar now for Saturday, September 14. A sign up form will
be available at the Welcome Desk to choose your two-hour shift. Snacks and lunch will be available for purchase
from Shobi's Table and Urban Roots. All ages and abilities are welcome! We encourage you to invite friends and
family to this event for a great day of service and fellowship.

Second Harvest Heartland—Volunteer Opportunities!

Let's gear up for another great stretch at Second Harvest second harvest
Heartland as part of ORLCs Kingdom Assignment Ministry! The ¥

first volunteering opportunity is on Tuesday, September 10, from /

5:30 to 7:30 p.m. We have 15 spots to fill—remember to bring

family and friends. It takes place close to our church home in their building at 1140 Gervais Avenue in
Maplewood. Please sign up at the Welcome Desk or contact Amy Krohn at 651-779-7945,
ajkrohn@Hotmail.com. Amy says she “so enjoys serving along side of all of you! As a group over the years we
have packed tons of meals. What a dent we have made on hunger in MN!” Future FUN dates are October 15
and November 12.

God's Work Our Hands—Charity Drive (& Competition!)

A giant food and hygiene drive is going on now through Sunday, September 15. Ask your family, friends, and
neighbors for donations. On Sunday, September 15, from 12:30—2:00 p.m., we will be gathering at First
Lutheran Church, 463 Maria Avenue, with our other East Saint Paul congregational partners for a FREE catered
picnic lunch and friendly competition based on how much each church donates. All are welcome and encouraged
to participate in the collection and attend the picnic! Examples of hygiene items needed: soap, shampoo,
deodorant, toilet paper, facial tissue, toothpaste, toothbrushes, shaving soap, feminine hygiene products,
diapers. Prior to September 15, you may bring your donations to Our Redeemer or First Lutheran Church or to
the picnic.

Daily Work—Picnic in the Park

Daily Work is an independent, nonprofit organization with a mission to guide and mentor job seekers who seek to
be self-supporting by helping them prepare for, find, and maintain work that enables them to support themselves
and their families. As a supporter of this organization, Our Redeemer received a kind invite to a Picnic in the
Park on Tuesday, September 10, 5:00- 7:30 p.m. Their intent is to bring our communities together to celebrate
and thank the job seekers, congregations, donors—basically everyone! Come join in on the music, stories, food,
games, silent auction, and celebrate the work we do together. Food and activities will be provided; beverages will
be available for purchase.

Our Redeemer—All Church Pichic—September 29

Please mark your calendar for a picnic (plus—games and trivia!) on Sunday, September 29,
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. immediately following worship service. (It is the fifth Sunday, so there’s
one service beginning at 10 a.m.) We will eat, enjoy some fellowship, and partake in the
activities. Lunch is FREE and everyone is welcome!

Craft, Fine Arts & Bake Sale!

Our annual Craft, Fine Arts, & Bake Sale is scheduled for Saturday, October 26, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. There is
a cost of $20 per 8-foot space and additional costs for table and electricity needs. If you are interested in selling
your artful items or baked goods, or have questions, please contact Claire Sexton at 651-336-2975 or the church
office by October 1. Family and friends are also welcomeg to participate.



mailto:ajkrohn@Hotmail.com
https://www.2harvest.org/

Book Study: Waking Up White: And Finding Myself in the Story of Race

Join Deacon Jennifer for a book study discussing race, class, power, and privilege. Waking Up
White.: And Finding Myself in the Story of Race is a 2014 non-fiction book written by Debby Irving. £
Copies of the book are available to purchase at a subsidized rate of $10 from Deacon Jennifer. Sign Fslsm
up at the Welcome Desk or email jennifer@oricmn.org. Meeting dates are on the foIIowmgf
Wednesdays from 5:45-7:00pm: Sept 18, Oct 9 & 30.

"S" Connections—Game Night!

Our “S” Connections group has a planned “September Game Night” and everyone is invited! Come Friday,
September 13 at 6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall to play some games and have some great Christian
fellowship. Sign up at church by September 8 or email Janelle at jkwong55110@gmail.com A special thanks to
Janelle Wong and Vicki Anderson for hosting this event. The group in August had a great time going to 'Guys
and Dolls' at the Guthrie as well as donating to the National Night Out Prizes. Watch for information on
October’s Fall Color Train Ride!

God's Hands Knitting & Crocheting

The God's Hands Knitting & Crocheting group meets on the third Thursday of each month from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m.
at Caribou Coffee on White Bear Avenue and County Road D (by Maplewood Mall). You are not required to buy
anything, and there aren't any membership dues. We bring our works "in progress,” be it a dishcloth, hat,
slippers, prayer shawl, or a pattern that we might need some help with following. Most of the handiwork is done
elsewhere but it is fun to see the current projects. We share conversation, patterns, ideas, and sometimes yarn.

Over 100 Prayer Dishcloths were given away again this year at ORLC's National Night Out event. Prayer
dishcloths were also given away at Worship on the Farm in August. The Prayer Shawl Ministry continues at
ORLC with more than 70 shawls being given out since its inception in 2008. Some of us have a non-profit
organization that has touched our hearts. Bundles of Love, Alley Shoppe 109, St. John's Infant Unit, and Global
Health Ministries are a few of these.

Please come join us for fun and good conversation every third Thursday of the month on September 19,
October 24, November 21, December 19, etc.

Calling ALL Crafters and ANYONE Wanting to Learn a New Craft!—Stay Retreat

We are excited to announce that we are having another two-day crafting Stay Retreat at Our Redeemer! The
dates are Friday, September 20, 5:00 p.m.-midnight and Saturday, September 21, 9 a.m.-midnight. It's FREE,
however free-will donations are always accepted. Bring with you any type of craft, and a snack to share if you
would like. (You are on your own for meals and beverages.) We hope you can join us for fun and relaxation! You
are welcome to bring a friend or family member.

Not a crafter? Or do you want to try something new? The Make 'N Takes are for you! They will be on Saturday
afternoon 1-3 p.m. and are FREE. Registration is required for these sessions so that we can make sure we have
the supplies needed and we don’t over register.

1. Fall Greeting Card 3. Small storage basket
2. Can Coozie- crochet (bring a size g or h 4. Painted clips
crochet hook and yarn if you have it)

To register, or if you have any questions, please contact Amy Krohn at 651-779-7945, ajkrohn@Hotmail.com

Quilting News
We are in the midst of our quilting season and have been very

productive! Some of the recipients of our quilts have been recent graduates &g
& baptisms, Alley Shoppe 109, National Night Out, and the Service Night at B%

Worship on the Farm. There will also be a raffle donation for ORLC's Twelfth |

Annual Fine Arts & Craft Sale in October. Please consider being part of this
fun service group on the second and fourth Mondays of the month at 9:30
a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. The only skills you need are the abilities to hold a
needle and tie a knot, to prepare the quilt tops for hemming. The cutting of |
the quilt squares, plecmg and sewing of the fabric squares are done by =
some of the members in their homes. You don't have to bring any supplies
as we have enough to share. Come & check us out on September 9 & 23, &
October 14 & 28, and November 11. We hope to see you there!
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Youngqg Adult Collaboration

Young Adult Collaboration is a group of young adults in their 20’s and 30’s across the Twin Cities who are looking
to do life and faith in a new, fresh, and meaningful way. The Collaboration was launched in January of 2019 in an
effort to be the space where young adults could authentically and meaningfully engage in community. They meet
on the fourth Thursday of every month at varying locations to eat, talk, serve, and build community. All are
welcome! Questions, contact Deacon Jennifer: jennifer@orlcmn.org. Like them on Facebook to learn more
at: https://www.facebook.com/youngadultcollaboration/. Upcoming Gatherings: September 26 — cook dinner
at Gustavus Adolphus (1669 Arcade St.) and October 24 — local brewery (TBD)

Messages of Power - A hew hame and a great heart i
The Hispanic church that has been meeting here on Saturday evenings and Sunday ,:‘,’ 4'

afternoons has now changed their name to better reflect what they offer and what they EE=S
bring to lives. They used to be called ‘Rock of Horeb’ (Rocca de Horeb) but have now
formally changed their name to ‘Messages of Power’ (Mensages de Poder). You will see
this name change in our calendar and other communications.

But the same great heart resides in these people. They love their Lord. They value
worship as central to their individual and congregational life. And the look for ways to
serve locally and globally. Recently they again made pupusas at the church for Our Redeemer, Savior (the Hmong
church that meets here) and their own members. All of the proceeds from their food went completely to help many
families in need. So thanks for those who helped support them. They will be doing this again, and we will let you
know when. We also look forward to a combined worship service among all three of our churches.

Donations Appreciated—Crochet Hooks & Yarn

Do you have crochet hooks or yarn that you are no longer using? Consider donating them to one of the crafting
retreat “Make ‘n Take” projects scheduled for Saturday, September 21. (Hooks size g and h are desired.) We will
be teaching others how to make a can/cup coozie. Your donations help us to try to offer these at no cost. Place
your items in the box in the Narthex or give them to Amy Krohn. Thanks!

* Thank you to everyone who made this year’s Vacation Bible School a
great success! Over 50 children were blessed by your participation.

Thank you to those of you who offered thoughts and prayers for me after
my accident....from Bill- Vo Kreughof

Thank you to everyone who donated school supplies for Frost Lake and

Weaver elementary schools. Deacon Jennifer and Judy Moe delivered the
donations on August 20. The schools were so appreciative of our efforts
to help them with supplies that many times they nor the students can
afford.

Thank you to everyone who helped prepare or serve at Dorothy Day on

Monday, August 26. We served about 270 people! Mark your calendar for
October 28, for our next serving opportunity.

Thank you to those who continue to bring in cans for recycling. Every

litle bit adds up to cash for Our Redeemer....from Lawry Prudew.
(Larry takes in our cans on a regular basis, so we thank him as well!)

North St. Paul Food Shelf Volunteer Opportunities

The North St. Paul Food Shelf is still in need of volunteers Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays, 10 a.m.-
1 p.m. and Thursday evenings 4-7 p.m. Jobs such as shopping with clients, stocking, organizing donated food,
taking phone appointments, greeting clients, accept donations, and pick up Rescue Foods. If interested, please
contact Kathi Kirchoff.

Do you have Newsletter NEWS to share?

If you wish to include news to share for our October “The Good Newsletter,” send it to the office or contact Sally.
In addition to the common “what's happening at Our Redeemer” articles, feel welcome to provide other items of
interest, for example: green-thumb tips from our gardeners, tidbits from the quilters, scrapbookers, crochet/knitters,
etc. Or photos, church humor/cartoons, ORLC history facts. How about faith-based stories to share? [Newsletters
will now include only two pages of color due to budget reasons.]




September 2019 - Worship Assistants and Readings

September 1 September 8 September 15 September 22 September 29
Worship Hosts| Amy Krohn Claire Sexton & Rita During & Doreen Winter Doreen Winter
Judy Moe Bruce Ring
Gift Cards | Barb Maynard
Hospitality/ | Darlene Harwood Jan & Dennis Michelle Rebholz & | Jessica Morgan, Sharon & Dick
Kitchen Help | Sandy & Larry Pruden | Peterson Matt Kuhn Doreen & Mark Winter | Peterson
Lectors 9:30a.m. 8:45a.m. 8:45a.m. 8:45a.m. 10:00 a.m.
Jim Burke Dianne Derks Darleen Klemm Carol Rodriguez Scott Torvi
10:45 a.m. 10:45 a.m. 10:45 a.m.
Jane Koza Hilary Hinrichs Cherie Kilbride
Ushers 8:45 a.m. 8:45 a.m. 8:45 a.m. 8:45 a.m. 10:00 a.m.
Rob Klemm Baryogar Johnson | Bill Maynard Mike Kahrau Bruce Ring
Dennis Paulson Roger Ollila Jim Riemenschneider| Larry Pruden
10:45 a.m. Dennis Peterson Bruce Ring Sandy Pruden
Matt Kilbride 10:45 a.m. 10:45 a.m. 10:45 a.m.
Carla Shipstad Vicki Anderson Kari Keating Mark Winter
Scott Torvi Tina Gray Jessica Morgan Doreen Winter
Communion | 8:45a.m. 8:45a.m.
Servers Judy Triplett Cliff Pearson
10:45 a.m. 10:45 a.m.
Amy Krohn Claire Sexton
Weekly Genesis 12:1-9 Genesis 2:4b-25 Genesis 18:1-15; Genesis 32:[9-13]22-30 | Exodus 1:8-1
Readings “The Call of Abram” | “Garden of Eden” 21:1-7 “Jacob Wrestles God” | [1:15-2:10]; 3:1-15

“lsaac Born to Sarah”

“Moses and God’s
Name”

Thank you for your support of
Our Redeemer!

card.

Contributions can be debited automatically from
your checking or savings account or processed
once using your
program offers convenience for you and much
needed donation consistency to our congregation.
We appreciate your gifts! Email lisa@orlcmn.org for
further information.

Our

electronic giving

Mobile Users
Scan Here

Schedule Change is HERE!

Our regular worship times and Sunday School will be in
effect starting September 8:

® Traditional Worship 8:45 am.

®  Sunday School 9:45 am.

®  Worship & Praise 10:45 am.

®  Fifth Sunday in a month 10:00 a.m.

GIFT CARDS—FIRST SUNDAY OF EACH MONTH
A reminder to purchase gift cards on the first Sunday
of each month! We have several on hand OR you may
special order others from a list of hundreds of
retailers. Remember that the Bucks for Our Building
6  program provides our church with a percentage of the
gift card value. The more you buy, the more we earn!
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Our Redeemer Staff

Reverend Karsten Nelson, Pastor
651-772-2445 x102
Email: karsten@orlcmn.org

Deacon Jennifer Schneider, Associate Minister
651-772-2445 x 103
Email: jennifer@orlcmn.org

Curt Morales, Music Director
Email: curt@orlcmn.org

Amy Lindquist, Worship Leader
Email: office@orlcmn.org

Sally Kupferschmidt, Office Administrator
651-772-2445 x101
Email: office@orlcmn.org

Lisa Diez, Finance Administrator
651-772-2445 x101
Email: lisa@orlcmn.org

Dave Parenteau, Custodian
Jim Vansell, Custodian

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church
1390 Larpenteur Avenue East,
St. Paul, MN 55109

Phone: 651-772-2445 Fax: 651-771-4548

Web: www.orlcmn.org
Email: office@orlcmn.org

BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 8—WE RETURN TO OUR
TWO REGULAR SERVICES and SUNDAY SCHOOL:
Traditional: 8:45 a.m.

Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.

Worship & Praise:10:45 a.m.

NOTE: Whenever there is five Sundays in a month, there is only
ONE service on the fifth Sunday at 10.00 a.m.

https://twitter.com/orlcmn
https://www.facebook.com/orlcmn
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https://www.facebook.com/orlcmn

