“The Good Newsletter” Our Redeemer Lutheran Church
Living into our 2020 Goals
by Pastor Karsten

One of the most valuable things that churches or business can do is to keep focusing
on the goals and directions that have been set to guide them. For us at Our Redeemer,
we have seen and heard our Mission Statement—Transforming Lives and Building Community
by Loving God and Serving Others—in worship, on our front wall, and inside of this newsletter consistently. We have also lifted up in various settings (annual meetings, newsletter, and ministry minutes)
the 2020 Goals that we are using to guide us from 2018-2020. Here is a chance to highlight one of
those to remind us what we are trying to do, and to invite the wider congregation to try to own and
live out some of these goals. You may know the old saying—many hands make light work—so let's see
how we can lean into these as part of our faith life with Our Redeemer.
Our Goal #5 states, “We will cultivate having 20 faith conversations per person.” Talking about our faith
is not always easy, yet it is something we are called to do. And the invitation to do so can be good for
us and good for others. We might follow the example of one person who is visiting with others on
Sundays by simply asking, "Can you tell me a little bit about your faith life?" Another person has taken
on the challenge of trying to have a conversation about faith with each person in their family.
I would like us to try living into this goal during the rest Lent as one of our spiritual disciplines. You
could help at the Easter Egg Hunt and connect with visiting families by asking, “Welcome to Our
Redeemer today - do you have a church home?" You might consider joining the neighborhood walk on
April 7 when we will hand out fliers inviting people to worship with any of the three congregations
worshiping at Our Redeemer. Or come on a Wednesday night for the community meal and talk with
the guests about life and faith and perhaps talk about our weather. You could also use a family meal
at Easter as an opportunity to visit with one other person and simply asking, "How does Easter make a
difference in your daily life?"
The questions we ask and the conversations we seek to have can help us know more about another,
and it can sometimes help us think about what we believe. This is a good discipline to try, and it is a
fairly easy path to try. And often there are really good things to learn or hear. So I would encourage
you to get out and give it a try starting with some simple questions. Easter blessings to all of you.

A MESSAGE FROM ASSOCIATE PASTOR, JENNIFER SCHNEIDER
Rehumanizing the Marginalized
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie is a novelist and speaker from Nigeria. In 2009, she gave an
influential presentation entitled, "The Power of a Single Story" on social media via Ted Talks.
In her speech, Chimamanda shares how she discovered her own authentic cultural voice. In
the process of discovery, she realized that if she only relied on a single narrative to give her
information about a specific group of people, she would not have a true and full understanding of who and what that person was about. Her point is that each person is a compilation of stories, lived
history, and shared experiences. If you only look at one side of a person, you miss out on the richness of that
life and take away their humanity.
Let me give you an example. I recently watched the movie “Green Book” starring Mahershala Ali and Viggo
Mortensen. Set in 1962, Mahershala Ali’s character, Dr. Don Shirley is an African-American classically-trained
musician touring the deep south with Viggo Mortensen’s character, Tony Lip, serving as chauffeur. At one
point in the movie, Tony Lip, who incidentally is white, is casually conversing with Dr. Shirley about what he
thinks African-American culture is all about. Tony assumed all African-Americans ate fried chicken, worked
blue-collar jobs, and listened to Little Richard. Dr. Shirley helps him to realize that a single story does not give
the full picture. A person is much more complex than a single story.
When we reduce people to a single story, we dehumanize them. Jesus spends much of his time teaching
about the marginalized populations in his time. The poor, widows, orphans, disabled, diseased – both
physically and mentally, those who were ridiculed and chastised by society. Jesus worked to rehumanize
these dehumanized populations. His parables condemn those who were too busy in their own lives and too
hardened of heart to care for others in need. Jesus expected people to change how they behaved, spoke and
even thought in regards to others. Jesus worked to change hearts and minds, to rehumanize those
marginalized communities.
WELCOME NEW OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR, SALLY KUPFERSCHMIDT
We are delighted to welcome Sally Kupferschmidt as one of the Our Redeemer staff. Sally
retired last summer after working 40 years as an executive assistant for Minnesota public
pension systems. She filled in for us on a volunteer basis in the fall and again this past
February. She saw that this could be a good fit for her and so we are glad to announce that
she is now our Office Administrator. She will be in the office about 20 hours a week Monday
through Thursday from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. working on various office tasks, such as answering
calls, coordinating bulletins and newsletters, providing hospitality for those who stop in, and tending
to other miscellaneous projects.
Our Redeemer has been Sally’s church home for over 40 years, and it is where she and her husband, Rob,
were married nearly 35 years ago. Sally enjoys sewing, golfing, consuming chocolate, and spending time at
their family cabin. She also enjoys taking photos, so much that her family calls her their very own paparazzi.
We are very glad to have her with us.
COMING SOON TO OUR REDEEMER—BLOOD DRIVE
A blood drive is tentatively scheduled for Tuesday, April 30. If you are
interested in helping or giving, please email office@orlcmn.org. Once the
date is finalized, you will see it in our weekly bulletins and on our newly”fabric”ated bulletin board—thanks to Sandy Pruden (& Larry, too)→

SUNDAY, MARCH 31 is SHARED WORSHIP and POTLUCK and SPREADING THE NEWS!
Join us Sunday, March 31, for a special fifth Sunday worship at 10:00 a.m. We will have the joy of gathering
with the folks from Rock of Horeb and Savior Alliance for a special chance to worship our Lord Jesus all
together. The music will be enjoyable, the fuller sanctuary will be appreciated, and having a “feast” afterward
will make this a wonderful day. They appreciate being able to worship here, and they are excited to share
with us their Hmong and Hispanic cultures. The meal will be potluck-style so bring anything you would like to
share; but if that is not possible, come anyway since there will be plenty of delicious food—and good people
to meet. We will also provide flyers that “spread the news” about our three worshiping congregations under
one roof and upcoming events to give to neighbors, family, and friends. Following our meal—and weather
permitting—anyone interested can join in a leisure walk around our neighborhood to distribute the flyers.
(See article below for another opportunity to “spread the news.”)
NEIGHBORHOOD WALK—MORE SPREADING THE NEWS—SUNDAY, APRIL 7
Consider joining a group on Sunday, April 7, at 11:45 a.m., to do some walking
through the area neighborhoods with flyers highlighting our Easter events and other
information on all three churches providing services here at Our Redeemer. It is a
great way to get in some exercise, work with others, meet the neighbors and
strengthen our ministry. We will enjoy a simple lunch at 11:45 a.m. and then walk for
about an hour. Our hope is that everyone will share the information with a couple of
friends or neighbors. If interested in this walk, please let Jackie Nelson or Jennifer
know so they can plan lunch accordingly.
LET’S CONTINUE TO “RAISE THE ROOF”
Our Redeemer has partnered with other congregations by inviting people to
consider a special gift of $15 during this Lenten season to help "Raise The
Roof" for the Mtera School in Tanzania. There are about 300 high school
students—including one of the students we sponsor from Kidewa—and,
unfortunately, the large space where they gather to study and worship has no
roof. And with the large rainfall about half the days of the year, it does not
provide for a sustainable environment for the students. Each panel for the
roof cost $15. Together this Lenten season, let's add to our gift-giving to help
"Raise the Roof" and to assist with the life and education at Mtera school. You
can donate by giving cash or writing a check to Our Redeemer and indicate it’s
for “Raise The Roof.” See the poster (shown on left) located in the Narthex
where you will find more information and specially-marked envelopes.
A special thanks to Elizabeth Nelson for creating the attractive poster!

YOUNG REMBRANDTS ART CLASS—EVERY TUESDAY NIGHT IN APRIL
At Our Redeemer, youth ages 6-13 are invited to participate in a five-week drawing/art class sponsored by
St. Paul Parks and Recreation. Classes will be held on Tuesdays, April 2-30, from 6 - 7 p.m. in the Blue Room.
The classes are FREE. Sign up online at stpaul.gov/haydenheightsrec or call 651-298-5716.
VASES NEEDED
Children, Youth, and Family ministry is collecting vases in preparation for Mother's Day.
Any size vases are welcome. Donations can be left by the welcome desk.
COUPLES MINISTRY (SINGLES WELCOME) - FISH FRY—APRIL 26

If you are interested in a FISH FRY event on Friday, April 26, being planned by our Couples Ministry group,
please contact Amy Krohn.

OUR REDEEMER TO HOLD COMMUNITY MEETING WITH DISTRICT 67A REPRESENTATIVE TIM MAHONEY
Join us at Our Redeemer on Saturday, April 27, 10:30-11:30 a.m., as we engage with Representative Tim Mahoney
on how we can work together to create a caring economy where every Minnesotan family (no matter what they
look like, where they come from, or how much money they have) can thrive in a robust multi-racial democracy that
will recognize the dignity of every person. We will look forward to some stories from individuals and responses
from Representative Mahoney on various issues, such as: moving Minnesota to a fuller Clean Energy Plan; restoring
the right to vote to many who have been denied; helping to tackle Islamophobia; dealing with the Rush Line Corridor that will run through our neighborhoods; and possibly discussing other matters brought forth at this
meeting. The event is being coordinated in collaboration with Our Redeemer Lutheran, Isaiah, Presentation Catholic, and Assalam Mosque —and it is free and open to the public.
“WAKING UP WHITE" BOOK STUDY - SUNDAYS STARTING APRIL 28
Join a small group to dialogue about culture and racial justice. We will meet in the Fireside Room on Sunday mornings at 9:45 a.m. April 28, May 5, May 12, and May 19. Whether you read the book or not, join us for conversation
and story. This will be open to the public, so please share with others who may be interested. Books are available
to purchase ($10) from Jennifer.
Our Redeemer Lenten Wednesdays

Collaborative Lenten Wednesday Services

5:30 p.m. Loaves & Fishes (free meal for all)
6:30 p.m. Worship

April 3 - Grace Lutheran Church
5:45 p.m. Meal/6:30 p.m. Worship

April 10 - First Lutheran Church,
6:00 p.m. Meal/6:30 p.m. Worship

Holy Week @ Our Redeemer
and Collaborative Events

Easter Egg Hunt & Petting Zoo
Saturday, April 13, 10:00 a.m. - Noon
Palm Sunday
Sunday, April 14, 8:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
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welcome desk.

Donations Accepted for
Easter Egg Hunt!
We appreciate donations of individually
wrapped candy, mini bags of pretzels/
goldfish, fruit snacks, etc. for our egg
fillers. Drop them off in the bins near
the welcome desk. Thank you!

ANNUAL RUMMAGE SALE - MAY 3 - 4
Our Redeemer’s annual RUMMAGE SALE will be held Friday, May 3, and Saturday, May 4.
Join the fad and "Marie Kondo" your home. Save your high quality items and donate them
to the church rummage sale. Donations can be placed in the Cloud 9 Room. No TVs or
computer monitors please. See Claire Sexton or Jennifer for more details.
BLUE ROOM “REDO” DIY MEETING—APRIL 7
Anyone interested in serving on the “Blue Room REDO” project DIY team, there will be a
meeting on Sunday, April 7, at 10:00 a.m. (in between services)—in the Blue Room (the room
off the Fellowship Hall). If you have creative ideas or love to paint or have other design skills,
come to the meeting or contact Carol Rodriguez.
CEILING “REDO” PROJECT—SPECIAL THANKS!
If you haven’t noticed, take a look UP at our new ceiling tiles and lighting in the Narthex.
A special thanks to all of our volunteers who spent countless hours on this project—
Dick Peterson, Randy Koza, Rob Barrett, Owen Holzbaur, Dennis Paulson, Carol Rodriguez,
Bill VonKreusof, Don Schneider, Rob Klemm, Dennis Peterson, and Jim Vansell. And, of
course, a very special thanks to the lunch chefs—Sharon Peterson and Jane Koza!
CRAFTERS STAY RETREAT—APRIL 5 & 6
Come to a crafting “stay retreat” at Our Redeemer beginning Friday, April 5, from
5 p.m. to midnight, and again Saturday, April 6, from 9 a.m. to midnight in the Fellowship Hall. Bring your own craft
project and join in some fun and fellowship as we craft the weekend away. Food and beverages are on your own,
and bring a snack to share if you wish. Free-will donations accepted. If you have questions, contact Amy Krohn.
CRAFTERS OR NON-CRAFTERS—MAKE & TAKE— APRIL 6
Come for our “Make & Take’s” during our crafter’s Stay Retreat on Saturday, April 6, 1-3 p.m. Please sign up at the
information booth for each craft you are interested in so we know how many to prepare.
• Easter Card: Come make a unique Easter Card designed by Sandy and Gayle.
• Flower Basket/Easter Basket: Come make a real grass basket or plant basket by Janelle.
Supplies: Bring a Easter or small basket.
• Blessings rock: Come make a painted blessings rock by Vicki
Supplies: Bring a medium sized (palm size) flat rock
All remaining supplies will be provided for you.
A STEWARDSHIP INSIGHT FROM LUTHER SEMINARY - STRATEGIC GIVING FOR RETIREES
Most retirees live on a combination of Social Security income and distributions from their retirement accounts, such
as IRAs (Individual Retirement Accounts). It may surprise you that many retirees don’t need all the money in their
IRAs, but they are forced to take distributions when they are six months past turning 70 years old. These distributions are commonly referred to as RMDs (Required Minimum Distributions) and are virtually 100% taxable. Until
recently, people had no choice but to withdraw these (sometimes large) RMDs and pay the corresponding tax. That
extra income often causes additional expenses, such as:
• Increasing someone’s overall tax rate
• Increasing the amount of Social Security Income that is taxed
• Increasing the cost of Medicare premiums
Today, people have a choice. If they don’t need or want those sizeable RMDs, they can send some or all of it to their
favorite charities and avoid those uninvited costs mentioned above. This technique is called a “Qualified Charitable
Distribution” (QCD) and it’s becoming extremely popular. Here are some of the finer points of a QCD:
• Must be 70 ½ or older at the time of the transfer.
• Counts towards satisfying RMD.
• Distribution is not taxable to IRA owner or to charity.
• Must be sent directly from IRA custodian to charity.
• Only applies to IRAs—NOT 401(k), 403(b), etc.
The Qualified Charitable Distribution is probably the most tax-efficient way for retirees over 70 ½ to give to charity.
They can use it to tithe, or to make significant contributions for any charitable purpose, easily sending a check. If
you want help knowing more about hits form of giving or assistance to make this happen contact our Finance
Coordinator, Lisa Diez at lisa@orlcmn.org.

April 2019 - Worship Assistants and Readings
April 7
Worship Host
Gift Cards
Kitchen Help

Lector

Ushers

Amy Krohn

Reading

April 21

Dennis Peterson

Dean Ersfeld

April 28
Dick & Sharon Peterson

Mary Forsberg
Darlene Harwood
Dennis & Jan Peterson Matt Kuhn &
Larry & Sandy Pruden
Michelle Rebholz

Mark & Doreen Winter
Jessica Morgan

8:45 a.m.
Carol Rodriguez

8:45 a.m.
Jim Burke

8:45 a.m.
Dianne Derks

8:45 a.m.
Lana Larsen

10:45 a.m.
Hilary Hinrichs
8:45 a.m.
Rob Klemm
Dennis Paulson

10:45 a.m.
Holly Forsberg
8:45 a.m.
Baryogar Johnson
Roger Ollila
Dennis Peterson

10:45 a.m.
Cherie Kilbride
8:45 a.m.
Bill Maynard
Jim Riemenschneider
Bruce Ring

10:45 a.m.
Kathi Kirchoff
8:45 a.m.
Mike Kahrau
Larry Pruden
Sandy Pruden

10:45 a.m.
Vicki Anderson
Tina Gray

10:45 a.m.
Kari Keating
Jessica Morgan

10:45 a.m.
Mark Winter
Doreen Winter

10:45 a.m.
Matt Kilbride
Carla Shipstad
Scott Torvi
Communion
Servers

April 14

8:45 a.m.
Judy Triplett

8:45 a.m.
Cliff Pearson

10:45 a.m.
Amy Krohn

10:45 a.m.
Claire Sexton

Matthew
25:31-46

Matthew
21:1-17

Matthew
28:1-10

Matthew
28:16-20

HUNGER BOX UPDATE
Our first deposit of 2019 from penny jars & hunger boxes
was in the amount of $219.40. This is a great start to
supporting ELCA World Hunger. Thanks to all who continue
to contribute! If you are new to this practice, jars & hunger
boxes can be found in a basket in the Narthex. Please take
one and when full, bring it back. Some people drop coins
for each meal they eat, others empty all the change they
accumulate each day. Any amount is appreciated and it all
goes to ending World Hunger. Thank you all!

Thank you for your support of Our Redeemer.
Contributions can be debited automatically
from your checking or savings account or
processed once using your card. Our electronic
giving program offers convenience for you and
much needed donation consistency to our
congregation. We appreciate your gifts!

2019 Beginning Balance

$4268

GIFT CARDS—FIRST SUNDAY OF EACH MONTH
A reminder to purchase gift cards on the first Sunday of
each month! We have several on hand OR you may special
order others from a list of hundreds of retailers. Remember
that the Bucks for Our Building program provides our
church with a percentage of the gift card value. The more
you buy, the more we earn!

Member Giving
Supplemental Income
Total

$59,682
$26,687
$90,637

Expenses
Difference

$65,282
$25,355

Finances through the month of February

Mobile Users
Scan Here

Tues

8
9:30 a.m. Property Group
1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting
6:00 p.m. Youth Art Class
6:00 p.m. Missions Team
7:00 p.m. Hope Circle

22

29

28
8:45 a.m. Traditional Worship 6:00 p.m. TOPS
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
9:45 a.m. Waking Up White
10:45 a.m. Worship & Praise
1:00 p.m. Savior Alliance
4:00 p.m. ROH Church
4:00 p.m. Bega Kwa Bega
Cluster

Blood Drive (Tentative)
1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting
6:00 p.m. Youth Art Class
6:00 p.m. Mission Team

1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting
6:00 p.m. Youth Art Class

30

23

24
9:30 a.m. Bible Study
5:30 p.m. Loaves & Fishes
6:00 p.m. Bell Choir
6:30 p.m. Lent Worship
7:00 p.m. Confirmation/
Choir

12

5

6:45 a.m. Men’s Study

25
7:00 p.m. ROH Practice
Couples Ministry – Fish Fry

26

Maundy Thursday 18
Good Friday 19
6:45 a.m. Men’s Study
10:00 a.m.—Noon, Children’s
6:15 p.m. Knitting and CroEvent at Gustavus
chet Group (Caribou Coffee)
Adolphus Lutheran
7:00 p.m. Worship
7:00 p.m. Good Friday Services
at Arlington Hills Lutheran
7:00 p.m. ROH Practice

11
10
6:45 a.m. Men’s Study
9:30 a.m. Bible Study
5:30 p.m. Loaves & Fishes 10:00 a.m. Kitchen Table
7:00 p.m. ROH Practice
Mystics (FR)
6:00 p.m. Bell Choir
6:30 p.m. Lent Worship
7:00 p.m. Confirmation

9

Fri

3
4
9:30 a.m. Bible Study
6:45 a.m. Men’s Study
7:00 p.m. ROH Practice
5:30 p.m. Loaves & Fishes 6:00 p.m. Children, Youth
6:00 p.m. Bell Choir
and Family Ministry
6:30 p.m. Lenten Worship

Thurs

2

Wed

17
15
16
9:30 a.m. Bible Study
6:00 p.m. TOPS
1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting
5:30 p.m. Loaves & Fishes
6:45 p.m. Lives Worth 3:15 p.m. Spiritual Growth
6:00 p.m. Bell Choir
Living
6:00 p.m. Cong. Growth
6:00 p.m. Youth Art Class
7:00 p.m. Church Board

9:30 a.m.Quilting
Group
6:00 p.m. TOPS
6:00 p.m. Joy Circle

1
6:00 p.m. TOPS
1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting
6:45 p.m. Lives Worth 6:00 p.m. Youth Art Class
Living (F)

Mon

Easter Sunday
21
8:45 a.m. Traditional Worship 9:30 a.m. Quilting
10:45 a.m. Worship & Praise
Group
12:00 p.m. Private Event
6:00 p.m. TOPS
1:00 p.m. Savior Alliance
4:00 p.m. ROH Church

7
6:00 a.m. ROH (SS)
8:45 a.m. Traditional Worship
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
9:50 a.m. Lenten Book Study
10:00 a.m. Blue Room Redo
10:45 a.m. Worship & Praise
12:00 p.m. Neighborhood
Walk
1:00 p.m. Savior Alliance
4:00 p.m. ROH
Palm Sunday
14
8:00 – 10:30 a.m. Community
Pancake Breakfast
8:45 a.m. Traditional Worship
9:50 a.m. Lenten Book Study
10:45 a.m. Worship & Praise
1:00 p.m. Confirm. Reform
1:00 p.m. Savior Alliance
4:00 p.m. ROH Church

Sun

APRIL 2019

13

6

9:00 a.m. Savior Alliance
10:00 – 11:30 a.m. Meet
w/Rep Mahoney
5:30 p.m. ROH (S)
8:00 p.m. ROH (FH)

27

20
6:00 a.m. ROH Prayer (SS)
9:00 a.m. Savior Alliance
5:30 p.m. ROH (S)
8:00 p.m. ROH (FH)

10:00 – Noon
Easter Egg Hunt
9:00 a.m. Savior Alliance
5:30 p.m. ROH (S)
8:00 p.m. ROH (FH)

9:00 a.m. Savior Alliance
5:30 p.m. ROH (S)
8:00 p.m. ROH (FH)

Sat
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