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Addressing Hunger ï a focus for Our Redeemer through 2018 
 
 
 
 
 

There are many issues that we hear about in the news every week and more issues and situations that we come 
across in our daily lives. But one of the more pervasive and on-going issues is hunger.  Yes it is across the world 
where we see pictures of starving children, but it is also close at hand in our land, our neighborhood and right here 
with people in our church.  
 
We were pleased to get a grant from the ELCA (our wider Lutheran church family) to assist us in continuing to 
carry out our congregational work around addressing hunger.  We are spreading the $4,000 to strengthen the  
various international and local ministries that meet hunger needs.  So some goes to pay for the meals we serve 
every other month at Dorothy Day, some is helping equip our kitchen for our Wednesday free community meal 
through Loaves and Fishes, some will assist Merrick Services which works with people in this area, some is being 
used to help us reach out in places across the globe where we are invested, and some of it will go to helping cover 
costs for the fall meal pack that is happening ï see special details about this on the next page. 
 
We will be tracking how we spend the money that was given to us but we are also tracking the people who are 
involved in our hunger ministries.  By the end of the year we will have a percentage of our worship attendance 
who are involved in hunger related work in one way or another.  Please consider where and how you can be 
counted in hunger work this year and then sign up for serving, help give financially.  We want to have close to 
80% participation. 
 
Get in the action.  Lend some care around hunger.  Help those who face a food insecurity. 
 
In Christ, 
 

Pastor Karsten  
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Godôs Work Our Hands  
 
Another event of some great work with a bunch of Lutherans (and some others) is about to take place.  This 
year we are once again going to be working with Meals From The Heart to pack food, which will then be  
distributed to food shelves and churches across MN to get into the hands of those who need help with 
food.  The packing this year will be taking place at Gustavus Adolphus church (on the other side of Lake 
Phalen right at Larpenteur and #61/Arcade) on Saturday, September 15th and Sunday September 16th.  
 
This food pack program will invite 120 people for each shift to come for two hours where people will work in 
groups of 10 to mix rice, dried vegetables, protein and flavoring into a packet that is then sealed and packed 
into a box.  We hope to have many form Our Redeemer joining in this great shared project with other local 
churches and many others from area businesses.  
 
As we are seeking to have as many people as possible from our worshipping community involved in a  
hunger related event/outreach this is a great option.   
 
You can sign up at the church or use this link to (http://www.stpaulsidebyside.org) get involved. 

The Wednesday night Worship On The Farm continues each week at Bruentrupp Farms (3 
blocks east of Maplewood Mall and White Bear Ave on County Road D).  Come out on  
Wednesday August 8th as a night when Pastor Karsten is preaching.  But you are welcome to join 
the roughly 100 who come out each week for worship at 6:30, with most coming early for the 5:30 
dinner.  Come check it out!! 

http://www.stpaulsidebyside.org


ñTheology is that ongoing activity of 
the whole church that aims at clarify-
ing what ógospelô must mean here and 
now. . . The good news is good be-

cause it challenges and displaces bad news . . . Gospel 
addresses us at the place where we are overwhelmed 
by an awareness . . . of what is wrong with the world 
and with ourselves in it. It is good news because it en-
gages, takes on and does battle with the bad news, of-
fering another alternative, another vision of what could 
be, another way into the future.ò   
 
These are words of Douglas John Hall, emeritus pro-
fessor of theology at McGill University in Montreal, 
Quebec who reminds us that it is the Christian  
communityôs call is to proclaim good news that  
challenges bad news ï how God is at work in the 
world and how individuals, faith communities, and  
institutions are called into this work.  
 
As our team from ORLC comes together this fall, we 
will work with a coach using the Public Church 
Framework. It is an approach to Christian formation 
and discipleship that begins with a movement out into 
the public square rather than beginning in church  
doctrine. The framework walks faith communities 
through four movements designed to move the faith 
community into their neighborhoodôs story, into Godôs 
story, into their own story, and into a time of discern-
ing how God might be calling them to be proclaimers 
of good news into their neighborhood and with their 
neighbor.  
 
This is a short description of what the Public Church 
Framework looks like: 
 

1. Accompaniment: Being in the neighborhood in  
   order to hear the neighborsô stories. We will learn to   
   engage and listen to the neighbor for the neighborôs    
   sake.  
 

2. Interpretation: Godôs story and ORLCôs core  
biblical and theological commitments. We will learn 
how our core theological commitments shape our  
understanding of our neighborsô stories and we learn 
how our neighborsô stories shape our understanding of 
our core theological commitments.  
 

3. Discernment: The movement into the space between 
our neighborsô stories, Godôs story, and our story. We 
will learn how to listen for who God is calling us to be  
and what God is calling us to do in light of the present 
reality and Godôs promises.  
 
 

 
 
 
 

4. Proclamation: The movement back into the neigh-
borhood, this time prepared to proclaim good news in 
word and deed with our neighbors. In this movement 
we learn how to boldly speak the truth of Jesus Christ 
in ways that challenge the way people in our neighbor-
hoods are suffering. We believe the good news is  
always Jesus Christ, but we also believe this good 
news of Jesus Christ will look and sound differently 
depending upon how individuals and neighborhoods 
are experiencing bad news.  
 
This is deep and rich. I pray that you will be inspired 
and prayerful as we move forward with the Riverside 
Innovation Hub partnership and welcome our coach in 
September. 
 

In Christôs love 

Deacon Jennifer  
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Moving forward and thinking outside the box: A word about our partnership 
with Augsburgôs Riverside Innovation Hub  

Installation of Jennifer Schneider  
 
After a few months with us as hired staff Jennifer has 
completed her formal candidacy process through the St 
Paul Area Synod. At our semiannual meeting on June 
24, she was formally called to serve here as our  
Associate Minister.   
 
July 15th was her formal installation which took place 
within the worship service where Joe Lees (Assistant to 
the Bishop) both preached and presided over this spe-
cial time of prayers and commitment. 


