
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church 
Transforming Lives and Building Community by Loving God and Serving Others 

November 2017 
 

Lifting Up Our Redeemer 
I am not a super regular Facebook user but I do like it when people lift up Our Redeemer through 
this medium.  There are posts of people checking in at the church.  There are posts about activities 
taking place at the church (most recently the blood drive, project home, and the craft sale).  There 
are postings of pictures from events that have happened here.  And then often times there are  
people who ‘like’ the posts.  These are some of the ways Our Redeemer gets lifted up – and it is 
helpful and good for us. 

 

There are many other ways that together we do lift up Our Redeemer as a church.  We fit into various conversations 
stories about what our church does or what it is like.  We put ourselves into situations to serve through Our  
Redeemer in various ways of reaching out to care for the neighbor and world.  We engage in various ministries and 
teams to carry out various aspects of the life of the church.  And we keep finding ways that what we hear on  
Sundays gets lived out the other days of the week.  These are ways we do lift up Our Redeemer. 
 

Of course one other way that we lift up Our Redeemer is to participate in the stewardship of our finances to support 
the work and hopes and needs of the church.  It is that time of year again when besides watching the temperatures 
fall we are asked to consider how our generosity will support the life of the church. 
 

You should have received by now an envelope with stewardship materials that explain both the new LIFT  
(Living Into Our  Future Together) Campaign and the General Fund Annual Appeal.  We all know that being 
strong stewards of our finances is a core aspect of being people of faith and we know that the life of the church is  
important for us and others – so we invite your participation again. 
 

For this year’s annual stewardship drive toward the general fund we are asking members to consider giving at a 
level which is 5% more than what you gave last year – this will help us with normal increases in costs, and  
provides necessary funds to pay for salaries, building care and maintenance, our mortgage, and ministry team costs. 
 

But we are also asking members to make a 3 year pledge to the LIFT Campaign which is meant to help us add a 
part time associate minister focusing on evangelism for congregational growth and Children/Youth/Young Adult 
Ministry.  We know this is an important time for Our Redeemer to step out in this way both to strengthen us as a 
congregation and to keep tending well to our overall ministry.  We hope everyone will participate so that together 
we can lift Our Redeemer to continued good life and ministry, for us and the neighbors and world around us. 
 

Please be thoughtful and prayerful as you respond to the stewardship drive.  We are asking people to return their 
commitment cards on Sunday, November 12 as we will bring them forward with our offerings that day.  If you will 
not be with us please send in or drop off those cards.  Thank you for helping to lift up Our Redeemer by what you 
do with your life and your finances. 
 

- Pastor Karsten 
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Ecumenical Worship at Thanksgiving  
Join us for the annual shared worship service with  
various congregations in the area.  This year we will be 
having this special worship on Wednesday, November 
22, 7:00pm at Grace Lutheran (1730 Hudson Road). 
  
Come join with 7 area congregations for this night of 
good worship, and treats with fellowship.  There will 
be a joint choir so if you care to sing come practice for 
that with our choir. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ordination of Carol Jean Strand 
Hosanna Lutheran Church invites you to the  
Ordination of Carol Jean Strand.  
 
Sunday, November 19 at 4:30pm.  
 
All are welcome to attend and are encouraged to  
wear red. Reception to follow.  
 
Hosanna Lutheran Church 
2815 57th St NW 
Rochester, MN 

 
 
 
 

Advent 
As soon as the calendar turns to December it will be 
time for walking into Advent.  This is a special time of 
year and we are going to plan to move to a single  
service for the month so will be worshipping at 
10:00am each Sunday.  We will also have our usual 
Wednesday evening worship services at 6:30pm in the 
Fellowship Hall.   
 

Church Decorating 
We would like to invite all who are interested to join 
us Saturday, December 2 from 9-11 for a time to deco-
rate the congregation as we will set up trees and 
wreaths and lights. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MN Adult and Teen Challenge  
Thank you to all who helped make the day MN Adult 
and Teen Challenge joined us a special one. With your 
donations of over $750 we were able to send them a 
$1000 check to support this ministry. Special thanks 
goes to the kitchen workers who provided lunch for 
everyone and to you for welcoming them. 
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Call Committee  
This group of seven great folks have met most recently 
to sort through the questions they would be asking  
potential applicants.  They are now waiting for names 
to be submitted from the synod and hope to be  
interviewing during the month of November.   
 
Call Committee members include Cathryn  
Heimerdiner, Judy Koza, Frank Matteson, Cliff  
Pearson, Jessica Morgan, Hilary Hinrichs, and 
Doreen Winter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ORLC Community Garden 
We are excited to report that our gardens grew 600 lbs 
of vegetables that we donated to Merrick Community 
Food Shelf. Many thanks to our gardeners and to 
Bruce Ring and Mike Kahrau for picking and deliver-
ing it each week. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Cookie Shop Sale! 
Saturday, December 9th 
8:30am to noon or til they're gone! 
$5/dozen 
 
Mark your calendars for the Children's Ministry Annu-
al Cookie Shop! This year, shop on December 9 from 
8:30 to noon, and consider baking a few dozen of your 
specialty cookies to donate on Friday Dec. 8. Would 
you be interested in sharing your expertise or learning 
from someone else? We will have a cookie bake night 
on Thursday, Dec. 7--talk to anyone on Children's 
Ministry for more info! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Baker's Wanted! 
Please bake 1 dozen (or 10 dozen!) cookies for the  
annual Cookie Shop fundraiser, benefitting Children's 
Ministry Program! Drop off cookies on Friday,  
December 8th from 10am-7pm. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Upcoming OWLs  
(Older Wiser LutheranS) Event: 
 
Thursday, November 30th 

We will visit The Norway House in Minneapolis to see 
the Gingerbread Wonderland 2017 display of ginger-
bread houses created by local participants with a stop 
afterwards at Ingebretsens , a specialty store featuring 
Scandinavian foods, crafts, and gifts. More details to 
come. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Buy Gift Cards for Easy Holiday Shopping! 
Shopping can’t get any easier than this for that hard to 
buy for person on your list! Stop by the gift card table 
to pick up cards that we have on hand or special order 
others from a list of hundreds of retailers. Cards are 
sold on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month. Special 
orders must be placed and paid for by December 4th to 
be received in time for Christmas.  
 
This year, we will only have a limited supply of cards 
on hand to purchase. To guarantee that you have the 
cards you want, please special order them by Decem-
ber 4th. Remember that the “Bucks for Our Building” 
program receives a percentage of the card value for 
each card that you buy. The more you buy, the more 
we earn! 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Project Home 
Once again, Our Redeemer is hosting Project Home 
for the month of November. We have done this the 
past couple years and it's a great way to serve  
people in Ramsey County. Project Home provides 
shelter to families in housing transition when there is 
not enough room in shelters.  
 
We will be looking for volunteers to help out with 
hosting. We will need Evening Shelter Hosts who will 
volunteer from 5:30-8:30pm. Their main responsibili-
ties include greeting shelter guests, serving a healthy 
evening snack, playing and reading with teens and 
children, conversing with guests and orienting the 
overnight shelter hosts. We will also need Overnight 
Shelter Hosts who will volunteer  from 8pm to 
7:30am on weekdays and until 9:30am on weekends. 
Their man responsibilities include playing and reading 
with teens and children, conversing with guests,  
securing the facility before bedtime, waking up guests, 
serving a light breakfast, and securing the facility after 
guests have left for the day. We will also need folks to 
help with the moving in on November 1 and the 
 moving out on December 1. 
 
We have a sign up in the narthex as well as an online 
signup. This is a great opportunity to do local missions 
work right here in our facility. Consider inviting a 
friend to join you  - serving together can be very 
 rewarding.  
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November Readings 
 
November 5:  God Speaks to Elijah 
   1 Kings 19:1-18 
 
November 12: Amos: Justice Rolls Down 
   Amos 1:1-2; 5:14-15, 21-24 
 
November 19: Isaiah: A Child Is Born 
   Isaiah 9:1-7 
 
November 26: Jeremiah’s Letter to Exiles 
   Jeremiah 29:1, 4-14 
 
 



 
From the Music Director 
 
When we think of November, we 
think of Thanksgiving.  It is a great 
American holiday, and a reminder to 
be thankful to our God for the count-
less blessings we receive.  For me, I 
naturally think of the gift of music 
that God has given to all of us.  Mu-

sic is one of the very few things that has existed before 
the world began, continues on earth, and will continue 
forever in heaven.  Music is a gift that we all receive 
from God, and it is a gift that we can give back to God. 
I believe that every time you sing, God is pleased. 
 
Also in November we think of stewardship -- being 
responsible with our time, talent, and treasure.  You 
will hear these themes in our music this month. 
 
With the Advent season right around the corner, this is 
a great time for you to join one of our music groups.  
Handbells practice on November 15th and 29th at 
6:00pm.  The choir practices on November 8th, 15th, 
and 29th at 7:00pm.  And the contemporary band  
practices on November 8th, 15th, and 29th at 8:00pm. 
 
We'll have no music practices November 22nd.  In-
stead, join us at Grace Lutheran Church at 7:00pm for 
our Thanksgiving Eve service.  The joint choir practice 
will be there that night at 6:00pm. 
 
If you'd like to help with sound or with church skits, 
I'd love to hear from you. 
 
Curt 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday Meals 
Join us on Wednesday evenings from 5:30-
6:30pm for an evening meal. We provide free 
meals for the community and the church  
members. Please plan to join us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Stewardship  
Our partnership with the wider Lutheran Church 
  
Our Redeemer is tied to the larger Lutheran church 
through our finances.  This year we will send to the St. 
Paul Area Synod $8,500 of Mission Support – this 
money will go nurture congregations and rostered 
leaders, support their local partnerships (with camps, 
colleges, seminaries and more), and assist with the 
global partnership in Tanzania.   But almost half of this 
gift will then go to the wider ELCA (Evangelical  
Lutheran Church In America) which supports national 
and worldwide ministries, and helps lead initiatives on 
behalf of the whole church.  
 
So here are some numbers of what is being done when 
our Mission Support is joined with all the other St. 
Paul Area Synod churches - $54,225 was given to 
World Hunger, $36,300 went to support 17 global  
missionaries, 2000 Lutherans are worshipping in 16 
congregations in the partner congregation of Guatema-
la, 136 lay leaders were trained for more ministry, 
walking with 43 St. Paul area congregations in the all 
process and interim ministry, beginning two new  
mission explorations, supporting 700 secondary  
students in Tanzania, and more.   
 
The St. Paul Area Synod thanks us for being a partner 
with them for this good wider work of the church. 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
Tanzania Festival  
What a great beginning we have had in being partnered 
with the Kidewa congregation during our recent July 
trip.  A variety of us from Our Redeemer will be going 
to Our Savior’s in Stillwater on Saturday, November 
11th from 9-12 for a festival full of song, stories,  
updates and worship.  Anyone is welcome – talk to 
Pastor Karsten for carpooling.   
 
And then plan to join us on Sunday November 12th as 
the Bishop Gaville from Tanzania will be here at Our 
Redeemer to preach at the 8:45 worship service.  
Bwana Yesu Asifewe – May the Lord Jesus be praised. 
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Worship Assistants 

Online Giving Opportunities 
 

Thank you for your support of Our Redeemer. We 
appreciate all of the contributions you donate to help 
our ministry here at ORLC.  
  
Contributions can be debited automatically from your 
checking or savings account or processed using your 
credit or debit card. Our new electronic giving  
program offers convenience for you and much-needed 
donation consistency for our congregation.  We  
appreciate your gifts!  
 
   
 

Finances through the month of September 
 
2017 Beginning Balance $30,539 
 
Member Giving  $204,147*  
Supplemental Income $33,572 
Total     $268,258 
 
Expenses   $275,637 
Difference   ($7379.00) 
 
*Amount given includes a $12,000 prepaid pledge 
for 2018. 

Date November 5 November 12 November 19 November 26 

Worship Host Dean Ersfeld Dennis Peterson  Amy Krohn  Bruce Ring & Rita 
During 

Gift Cards Vicki Anderson  Mary Forsberg  

Kitchen Help Darlene Harwood 
 

Dennis & Jan  
Peterson 
Judy Moe 

 Dick & Sharon  
  Peterson 

Mark & Doreen  
Winter,  
Jessica Morgan 

8:45am 
Greeters  

 

Barb Birchem 
Judy Triplett 

Dan & Laurie,  
Danny Fitzgerald 

Oliviene Hefta 
Florence Senske 

Joyce  
Abrahamson 
Judy Moe 
 

11:00am  
Greeters 

Shirley Keating 
 

Sherry Pasket Nora Smeed 
Jessica Ryden 

Claire Sexton 
Sharon Peterson 

8:45 
Lector  

Darleen Klemm Scott Torvi Carol Rodriguez Dianne Derks 

11:00am 
Lector 

Kathi Kirchoff Caleigh Kilbride Cherie Kilbride Jane Koza 

8:45am 
Ushers  

 

Dennis Paulson 
Rob Klemm 
Roger Sparks 
Bruce Ring 

Roger Ollila 
Baryogar Johnson 
Roger Svendsen 

 Dennis Peterson 

Dan Fitzgerald 
Bill Maynard 
Bill Fredine 

 Jim Riemenschneider 

Larry & Sandy  
  Pruden 
Mike Welte 
Mike Kahrau 
 

11:00am 
Ushers 

Claire Sexton 
Matt Kilbride 
Scott Torvi 
Carla Roper 

 Vicki Anderson 
 Randy & Jane  
 Koza 
 Tina Gray 

Jessica Morgan 
  
Dick & Sharon  
  Peterson 
Kari Keating 

Mark & Doreen  
Winter  
Troy & Courtney  
Magnuson 
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Address Service Requested 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church 
1390 East Larpenteur Avenue 
St. Paul, MN 55109 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 DATED MATERIAL 
 DO NOT DELAY 

Our Redeemer Staff 
 

Rev. Karsten Nelson, Pastor 
651-772-2445 x102 
Email: karsten@orlcmn.org 
 
Morales, Curt, Music Director 
Email: curt@orlcmn.org 
 
Lisa Diez, Office Administrator  
651-772-2445 x101 
Email: lisa@orlcmn.org 
 
Dave Parenteau, Custodian 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church 
1390 Larpenteur Avenue East, St. Paul, MN 55109 

 

Phone: 651-772-2445 Fax: 651-771-4548 
 

Web: www.orlcmn.org 
Email: office@orlcmn.org 

https://www.facebook.com/orlcmn  

https://twitter.com/orlcmn 

Worship Schedule 
8:45am Traditional 
11:00am Contemporary 

https://www.facebook.com/orlcmn

