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New Friends –  
New Partners -  

New Family 
 
The recent trip I took to Tanzania 
to begin a partnership with one of 
the churches in the Iringa area was 

such a tremendous time of being welcomed into their 
midst, celebrating the start of something new, and 
finding ways where our partnership can shape us and 
assist them.  Suffice it to say that there was so much 
good that we saw and experienced and we are glad to 
be part of this Bega Kwa Bega (shoulder to shoulder)  
partnership. 
  
These Tanzanians treated us to a whole new level of 
hospitality as they waited hours to have us come to 
their villages, welcomed us with song and dance, and 
treated us as royal guests even though they did not 
know us at all.  Through singing and dancing, and wel-
coming words from the pastor, lay leaders and local 
government officials, we found ourselves deeply wel-
comed with an overflowing joy at a new partnership. 
  
After visiting each of the six preaching points in this 
area (and getting a heartfelt welcome at each) we were 
able to sit down with the leaders of these churches and 
hear more about the hopes and needs they have and 
how they would like us to help them.  With money 
from our missions giving and funds raised from the 
recent rummage sale we were able to commit money to 
begin sponsoring students for secondary level (middle 
and high school age), provide funds for the 3 year 
training program for their evangelists, and almost pay 
off a new picki picki (motorcycle) for the pastor – who 
right now walks to each site (the farthest being about a 
two hour hike) or tries to find a ride. 
  
What a blessing these folks are to us as we seek to love 
our neighbors across the world.  And what an oppor-
tunity to make a real difference through our love and 
prayers and financial assistance.  Come and join us on 
Sunday, August 27th following worship to see more 
pictures, view some great videos, and hear stories 
about this beautiful new partnership and the people of 
Kidewa.  And if you want a great future invitation we 
are planning to take a group back there in two years - I 
know that you would be delighted. 
 
In Christ, 
 

Pastor Karsten 
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Dear ORLC Family, 
 
One year ago, I was writing my first newsletter article 
for Our Redeemer. I came to the National Night Out 
2016 celebration and was wowed by the friendliness of 
this family that I’ve  
become a part of. This year truly has flown by. Every-
one who’s had any connection to  
internship in any way, shape, or form told me that this 
year would pass so quickly. My thoughts were, “Yah 
right. When you’ve got to drive so far, this year will 
seem like an eternity.” I was wrong. This year has 
passed in the blink of the eye… 
 
You good people here have showered me with  
countless blessings. You have given me the opportuni-
ty to grow in leadership. You have forgiven me as I’ve 
stumbled. You have welcomed me with open arms and 
trusted me with some of your deep needs and stories. 
For all this and so much more, I will be forever  
thankful. You all have been my teachers, and I am 
grateful for what you taught me here. You truly are 
God’s ministers in many ways – in loving the  
neighbor, in welcoming the outsider, with your time, 
talents, and treasure. 
 
As I close out this year with you, I wish you many 
blessings for a Christ-filled future. I pray you continue 
to love all neighbors well, those both near and far. And 
may you all be led by the Holy Spirit, hearing what 
God is calling you to do in this world.  
 
Peace and blessings to each of you, my brothers and 
sisters in Christ. 
 
In Christ’s love, 

Intern Pastor Carol   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

August Collection 
 
In August we will begin collecting personal hygiene 
supplies for the homeless.  On September 17th, all of 
the Eastside 8 churches will be doing the packing of 
personal hygiene kits. God calls each of us to love our 
neighbors and this is a great opportunity to do just that. 
Please take a look at the list below and gather items to 
share. Bring them to the church and put in the box  
provided. Just think how good you’ll feel. 
 

Personal Hygiene Kit Items 
 *All toiletry items must be new and unused.    
 *Non-sample size toiletries are needed. 
 Shampoo/Conditioner 
 Body and Face Soap 
 Face Wash 
 Tampons/Pads 
 Toothbrushes/Toothpaste,  
 Teeth Whitening Products 
 Body and Face Lotion, Cocoa Butter 
 Deodorant, Tweezers, Nail Clippers 
 African American Hair Care Products, Hairspray,  
 Hair Grease/Gel 
 Hairbrushes, Boar-bristle Hairbrushes, Combs, 

Hair Binders, Clips, Hair Dryer, Flat Iron, Curling 
Iron 

 Razors, Shaving Cream 
 First Aid Kits, Band-Aids, Anti-biotic Ointment 
 Acne Medications 
 Contact Lens Solution and Cases 
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National Night Out  
 
Tuesday, August 1 from 5:00-8:00pm is National Night 
Out. We hope you will join us for this fun community 
event. We will have free food, games, and fellowship! 
 
We are setting up for this event by 3pm if you would 
like to come help. If you are able, please donate  
something to our cake walk.  
 
See you there! 
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Worship in August  
 
As we turn to the end of summer we will be starting a 
preaching series on the book of Ephesians.  Join us as 
we will gain a deeper respect for the establishment of 
the early church and hear good words that can keep 
shaping us as the people of God and the church of God 
today.   
 
The Wednesday night Worship on the Farm continues 
- come join us some evening for food at 5:30 and  
worship at 6:30 at the Bruentrupp Farm (3 blocks east 
of White Bear Ave on Co Rd D). 
 
On August 6th we hope you will join us for  a special 
day of worship as we welcome back Donald and  
Josephine Bessman, missionaries in Sierra Leone who 
began and run a tremendous Bible school.  We will 
welcome back for music leadership this day many of 
the same folks from Hosanna in Rochester (Intern  
Pastor Carol’s home congregation) who led worship 
back in May.  And we will have a special time of  
closing the worship with a ‘Prayer for the Nations’  
experience.  You will not want to miss this day. 
 
On August 20th we will say our  thanks and farewell 
to Carol Strand as she concludes her internship.  She 
will preach on this Sunday then we will have a pot 
luck meal and a special program to honor her and offer 
thanks. 
 
  

The Bessmans are back 
 
If you have seen or met Donald and Josephine 
Bessman you know they have a passion for teaching, a 
gift for sharing the word, and a love for their Lord.  
 
They will be with us on Sunday August 6th to bring an 
update on the outreach that is happening through their 
Bible School, radio ministry and prayer conferences.   
The Ebola breakout two years ago meant that people 
could not gather together, many businesses were 
stopped and schools were closed, but now people in 
that country can gather in public again and their  
ministry is back and thriving.   
 
Come hear how some of our mission dollars which 
support them is working.  Considering making a 
freewill offering that day to help them in their work. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank-you to everyone who has been 
helping out with music and worship 
this summer.  This includes our  
pastors, worship planning team,  
contemporary musicians, people  
running audio and video during the 
services, ushers, those who help out 
with communion, hospitality before 
and after services, those who prepare 

the facilities, and lots more.  It takes a lot of great and 
dedicated people to make great worship. 
 
Worship on the farm continues on Wednesday nights 
through August at the Bruentrip Heritage Farm in 
Maplewood, with dinner at 5:30pm and worship at 
6:30pm.  I've been helping with music there, and I'll 
lead worship there on August 23rd. 
 
Choir practice starts this month.  We'll practice August 
30th and September 6th, and we'll start singing in the 
Sunday services on Rally Sunday, September 10th.  
You don't need to be able to read music, but you need 
to be willing to listen and make a joyful noise.  I look 
forward to seeing you there. 
 
If you're willing to help with music or drama, I'd love 
to hear from you. 
 
Your Music Director, 
Curt Morales 
 
 

New ‘Faith-Sharing/Prayer’ Group forms 
 
Spread the Word … that’s what God wants us to do 
(it’s also the first chapter in the book this new group is 
using)!  Formed from our Lenten book study, 
‘Unbinding Your Heart’, a group of about 12 people 
are taking the next step and started a small group to 
learn more about sharing our faith with others, as well 
as praying for our church and the community.   
 
The group meets the 1st and 3rd Sundays of each 
month, after the service during the summer (this will 
change in the fall).  We meet in the education room off 
the Fellowship Hall.   
 
The Spirit is moving in this group to build excitement 
while learning new things and realizing just how pow-
erful prayer can be.  Many thanks to this group which 
is dedicated to praying for ORLC and its congregation. 
 
If you are interested in being a part of this group’s 
faith-sharing and prayer journey, please talk with  
Hilary Hinrichs, Vicki Anderson, or Frank Carlson.   
 
Spread the Word …. 
 
 
 



 
Stewardship corner 
 
Thank you, Our Redeemer, for the great attendance at 
our semi-annual meeting held on June 25.  We had 
over 40 voting members in attendance for an active 
and thoughtful discussion about a proposed new ¾ 
time pastor/outreach/CYF position and a vote was 
held, approved by majority, to allow for a ministry  
appeal to pursue this opportunity.  I was encouraged 
by the interest and engagement of all who attended the 
meeting.  With thanks, I would like to share a verse 
which reminds me of the greatness of our God and 
how He enables us to do great things through Him: 
 
Glory to God, who is able to do far beyond all that we 
could ask or imagine by his power at work within us. 
Ephesians 3:20 CEB 
 
Your servant in Christ, 
Carmen Snaza  
ORLC Board President 
 
 
 

Communications 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Do you ever feel like you’ve been left out of the loop? 
Wishing for just one more reminder of an upcoming 
event?  Missed out on an important meeting or a  
potluck?  We’re hoping to change all of that!  
 
A new Communications Committee is being formed, 
and we will have a sign-up table on Rally Sunday, or 
feel free to ask any board member if you would like 
more information. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming OWLs  
(Older Wiser LutheranS) Events: 
 
August 1st – National Night Out – Meet your 
neighbors! 
 
 September 30th – Fall Leaf Cruise on the St. 
Croix River/Taylors Falls 
 
Join us for an 80 minute guided tour on the 
beautiful St. Croix River leaving Taylors Falls 
@ 11 a.m.  We will stop for lunch afterwards.  
Carpool from church.  Watch for more details.
  

October/November – Thrivent Financial  
Collection of Religious Art 
 
Attention Scrapbookers! 
 
Crafting STAY retreat is happening again.   Plan 
ahead, mark your calendar now.  Come have a LOT of 
fun and make progress on your craft.   A two-day 
event is planned for Friday September 22nd and  
Saturday September 23rd.   Bring your own craft   
projects to work on.  This can be anything from  
sewing, knitting, to scrapbooking.  All are  
welcome.   To sign up contact Amy  Krohn (779-7945 
or ajkrohn@hotmail.com) to sign up now. 
 
Fellowship Hall Our Redeemer Luther Church (1390 
East Larpentuer Ave)  
  Friday September 22: 5pm - midnight  
     Saturday September 23: 9am - midnight  
   
Meals/Beverages on your own  
Suggested:  $5-10 free will offering to the church  
Bring a snack to share if you want  
1/2 of a round table space  
Let Amy know if you need electricity  
   
Please feel free to bring a friend, just make sure you let 
Amy know their name so that we can save a spot.  (If 
you can only make it to the Friday night or can only 
come on Saturday, please share that also.)    
Space will be limited so please sign up.  
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  
 

Vacation Bible School 
VBS is almost here! If you or some-
one you know is in preschool thru 
entering 5th grade, join us Monday, 
August 7 - Thursday August 10, eve-
nings 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.  A light din-
ner will be served at 5:30 each night. 
We'll have fun in a world where we 
become hands-on inventors who dis-
cover we're lovingly crafted by God. 

Register at the door or go to: https://vbspro.events/p/
events/da3ca3  
 
Children’s ministry is always in need of volunteers to 
make VBS a success. We would love it if you and/or 
your youth would like to help out! Areas in need are: 
crew leaders (lead a small group of kids from one sta-
tion to the next—minimal teaching); station helpers; 
general help/ floater—help wherever needed. It would 
be great if you can be available all 4 nights but if not, 
don’t be discouraged, let us know your availability. 
We will also be setting up and decorating Sunday, Au-
gust 6 for most of the afternoon/evening and could use 
help for that too. OR join us any Sunday after service 
over the summer to help create amazing decorations! 
Contact Kirsten Fisher (kirsten.e.fisher@gmail.com) 
or Holly Forsberg (holluvsmick@Yahoo.com) if you 
are interested. 
 
 

WELCOME SUNDAY, Rally it up!  
SEPTEMBER 10 
Another year kicks off in Children’s Ministry 
with Sunday morning Sunday School for all 
children 3 years- 5th grade at 10:00am 
 
Come and See the Maker’s Workshop! 
Robot decorations continue to ignite curiosity 
and engagement to learn more about God’s 
love as the Maker of all things! 
 
Parent Welcome/ Information area in the  
Education Wing at the end of the hall 
Will provide registration forms and a chance to 
gather and catch up with families 
Donuts provided!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

School Supply Collection 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We will be collecting school supplies until August 
20th to be distributed to area schools and Merrick 
Food Shelf.  
 
Suggested supplies: 
 
 24 ct Crayola crayons 
 #2 pencils 
 Flat pink erasers 
 Glue sticks & elmers glue bottles 
 Fiskar blunt tip and sharp tip scissors 
 Pencil box 
 Plastic pocket folders with brads and without (solid 

colors) 
 Wide ruled spiral notebooks and wide lined paper 
 1" 3 ring binders 
 Broad tip markers (classic colors) 
 Rulers 
 Blue pens, red pens 
 Colored pencils 
 Back packs 
 Boxes of tissues 
 Hand sanitizer 
 
Thank you! 
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CONFIRMATION  
YOUTH & PARENT/GUARDIAN MEETING    
Weds. Sept 13 at 6:30pm  
Relax and have a neighborhood family dinner (no cost) 
every Weds 5:30-6:30 Join the meeting after! 
 
Confirmation is a time for youth to explore their faith, 
discuss, debate, learn as we study the bible and what it 
means for us in our lives. 
 
We will be going through the schedule and expecta-
tions including a fall retreat and looking for your input 
for our service nights. 

SUNDAY MORNING YOUTH FORUM  
10am—6TH -12th grades gather in the  
Youth Activity Room  
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MISSION TRIP TO CHRISTIKON—July 2017! 
 
Into the Mountains of Montana via South Dakota and Wyoming, Carter Morgan and cousin Ellie, Henry & Sam 
Meyer, Jessica Morgan and Hilary Hinrichs ventured to Christikon Bible Camp.  Ascending nearly 9,000 ft they 
helped the forest service clear trails by chopping down trees and brush, with down time to have a snowball fight in 
July, campfires and devotions!  An awesome experience was had by all, with a great presentation in church by 
Sam Meyer, with Henry running the slide show, (slides by Hilary!)  Thank you St Paul Lutheran members who 
supported us in this experience meeting God in new ways. Your monetary support was the boost we needed, but 
your everyday interest in the youth here at ORLC is what touches lives. Speaking of touching lives, thanks to  
Jessica and Hilary, who leaned into God’s call and opened their schedules to lead this venture, and all it took to 
secure transportation, route the trip and climb a mountain!   

YOUTH MINISTRY  



Date August 6 August 13 August 20 August 27 

Worship Host Bruce Ring & Rita 
During 

Roger Svendsen  Dick & Sharon 
Peterson 

 Dean Ersfeld 

Gift Cards Jill Rodriguez  Vicki Anderson  

Kitchen Help Darlene Harwood 
 

Dennis & Jan  
Peterson 
Judy Moe 

 Dick & Sharon  
  Peterson 

Mark & Doreen 
Winter, Jessica 
Morgan 

Greeters  
 

Barb Birchem 
Judy Triplett 
Shirley Keating 

Dan & Laurie,  
Danny Fitzgerald 
Sherry Pasket 

Oliviene Hefta 
Florence Senske 
Nora Smeed 

Judy Moe 
Claire Sexton 
Sharon Peterson 

Lector  Jane Koza Kathi Kirchoff Holly Forsberg Hilary Hinrichs 

Ushers  
 

Dennis Paulson 
Rob Klemm 
Kent Weispfenning 
Roger Sparks 
Claire Sexton 
Caitlyn Edwall 
Matt Kilbride 
Scott Torvi 

Roger Ollila 
Baryogar Johnson 
Roger Svendsen 

 Dennis Peterson 
Vicki Anderson 
 Brett Rediske 
 Randy & Jane  
 Koza 
 Jennifer Houge 

Dan Fitzgerald 
Bill Maynard 
Bill Fredine 

 Jessica Morgan 
 Kari Keating 
Dick & Sharon  
  Peterson 

Larry & Sandy  
  Pruden 
Mike Welte 
Mike Kahrau 
Mark & Doreen  
Winter  
Troy & Courtney  
Magnuson 

Worship Assistants 

Online Giving Opportunities 
 

Thank you for your support of Our Redeemer. We appreciate all of the contributions you donate to help our 
ministry here at ORLC.  
  
Contributions can be debited automatically from your checking or savings account or processed  
using your credit or debit card. Our new electronic giving program offers convenience for you and much-
needed donation consistency for our congregation.  We appreciate your gifts!  
 
   
 

Finances through the month of June 
 
2017 Beginning Balance $30,539 
 
Member Giving  $144,670  
Supplemental Income $23,080 
Total     $198,289 
 
Expenses   $183,005 
Difference   $15,284 

Mobile Users Scan Here 
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Address Service Requested 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church 
1390 East Larpenteur Avenue 
St. Paul, MN 55109 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 DATED MATERIAL 
 DO NOT DELAY 

Our Redeemer Staff 
 

Rev. Karsten Nelson, Pastor 
651-772-2445 x102 
Email: karsten@orlcmn.org 
 
Carol Strand, Pastoral Intern 
651-772-2445 x 103 
Email: carol@orlcmn.org 
 
Fisher, Kirsten, Children’s, Youth & Family 
651-772-2445 x 106 
Email: youth@orlcmn.org 
 
Morales, Curt, Music Director 
Email: curt@orlcmn.org 
 
Lisa Diez, Office Administrator 
651-772-2445 x101 
Email: lisa@orlcmn.org 
 
Madeline Veenker, Choir & Bell Director 
651-308-8968 
Email: mveenker@gmail.com 
 
Dave Parenteau, Custodian 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church 
1390 Larpenteur Avenue East, St. Paul, MN 55109 

 

Phone: 651-772-2445 Fax: 651-771-4548 
 

Web: www.orlcmn.org 
Email: office@orlcmn.org 

https://www.facebook.com/orlcmn  

https://twitter.com/orlcmn 

Worship Schedule 
9:30am Summer worship 

https://www.facebook.com/orlcmn

