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Moving Forward with new  
staffing hopes  
 

Our Redeemer is preparing to have 
a new staffing configuration after a 
vote on June 25th.  Since our  
annual meeting in January  
approved a budget with future 

staffing plans still unknown there was a Staffing Team 
that began looking at various options to best serve Our 
Redeemer.  
 

They have been meeting these last six months in part 
to hire a new Director of Worship and Music which 
resulted in our hiring Curt Morales for that position - 
see inside for more about him.  The other part of their 
work was discerning the ministry position and job  
description that would best help our church.  They 
have come up with a job description for a new  
associate minister and brought a request to the  
congregation at the June semi-annual meeting to 
request a funding drive to try and make this hope a  
reality.  This is what took place at the meeting: 
 
Our semi-annual meeting on Sunday, June 
25th covered updates on different ministries, finances, 
and the 2015 Transforming Lives and Building  
Community Mission Appeal.  The majority of the 
meeting focused on a new staffing position and its 
funding.  The church is looking to hire someone for a 
new position that would be ¾ time focusing on  
Evangelism and Children, Youth and Family as well as 
providing some pastoral support.  The position could 
be filled by a pastor or a deacon.  The funding needed 
for this position is not covered within our current 
budget.  To cover the full amount needed for the  
position for 3 years we would need to raise additional 
funds of at least $125,000.  The congregation voted in 
favor (44 for; 5 against; 2 abstain) of the motion to 
begin a new Ministry Appeal to raise funds of at least 
$125,000 over 3 years for this position.   
 
The next step is that over the summer we will put  
together more details and information about this  
staffing change, send out materials to the congregation, 
and then begin having some fundraising visits with 
members.  Any final moving forward with this staffing 
change will be dependent on financial commitments 
received.  During this time we are also working with St 
Paul Area Synod to prepare a Ministry Site Profile of 
Our Redeemer, and will also be forming a Call  
Committee to tend to the next steps in this process. 
This will provide a great opportunity for Our Redeem-
er to bring someone in to lead us and draw us deeper 
into evangelism and ministry to our children, youth, 
and young families.  As in all things, we ask that you 
lift up this church, this appeal, and this future staff  
person in prayer. 

  

Special Summer Worship News  

 
There are a couple of special things coming up in July 
for our life as a worshipping community.   
 
On Sunday, July 23rd there are two opportunities for 
worship.  You can join us for our regular 9:30 worship 
at Our Redeemer or you can join in another joint  
worship with the East Side 8 congregations at the Lake 
Phalen amphitheater - located on the west side of the 
lake, just north of the pavilion.  Following this outdoor 
worship you are invited to stay for a community pot 
luck brunch - bring your choice of rolls, fruit, or  
special dish. 
 
On Sunday, July 30th we have a 5th Sunday and as a 
we try to do something special on those days we are 
choosing to have a pot luck brunch at the church  
following worship.  Come and worship then stay for 
some good food and maybe a surprise or two. 
 
And remember, Worship at the Farm is still going on 
throughout the summer. Each Wednesday, dinner at 
5:30 ($6) and worship at 6:30pm is happening at 
Bruentrup Farm in Maplewood.  
 
 

 
News on some members 
 
We grieve the recent deaths of June Mattox (the last 
surviving charter member of Our Redeemer), the 
mother of Agnes Baysahwala (who died back in  
Liberia after a prolonged sickness) and Roger Larson 
(who died suddenly on Tuesday, June 27th following 
complications with his cancer).  Please keep these  
families in your prayers during their grief - may the 
Lord be present and may their faith be enough to  
sustain them. 
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Happy Summer to my ORLC Family, 
 
It’s July! As a kid, I thought July was 
the greatest month of the year. Fire-
works, boating and sailing, water skiing, 
friends, the swimming pool, going to 
stay at Grandpa and Grandma’s lake 
house… 

 

I still love July and summer. Some of the activities 
I’ve just mentioned might not be your idea of a great 
day, and looking at my list it sounds pretty exhausting. 
But I bet there is something that you can name that 
would be ideal for you on a warm, sunny, summer day. 
Perhaps it some extra rest. And that brings me to the 
word Sabbath. 
 

Sabbath is so important for our well-being, especially 
during this time when we work all hours of the day and 
night and get ourselves over-committed with tasks. 
God took a Sabbath…And on the seventh day God  
finished the work that he had done, and he rested on 
the seventh day from all the work that he had done, So 
God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because 
on it God rested from all the work that he had done in 
creation. (Genesis 2:2,3 NRSV) If God takes a  
Sabbath, why shouldn’t we? 
 

You might say, I’m too busy. I have so much stuff to 
get done. But there’s never been a better time to treat 
yourself to some good rest. Read a book. Lay in the 
sun, but don’t forget your sunscreen. Go for a walk. Be 
reminded that God wants you to do this. It is good for 
you. You need this. 
 

There is no place in Scripture that says the Sabbath has 
to be on Sunday. If you can’t make Sunday work for 
you, take a Sabbath on another day. If a whole day 
seems like too much time, try starting with a half a 
day, or three hours, or some small amount of time to 
rest and restore. This is so important for you that God 
gives you a commandment, the Fourth Commandment, 
as a reminder that you should not do any work but rest 
and keep the day holy. Remember the Sabbath day, 
and keep it holy. (Exodus 20:8 NRSV)  
 

Try a Sabbath. I never used to but once I listened to 
God speaking to me about this and started the practice, 
it has made a world of difference in the way I feel. 
Please, for your own welfare, for your body and your 
mind, remember the Sabbath and keep it holy. 
 

Peace and rest to you, 

Intern Pastor Carol Strand 
 

 
 
 
 

Helping Our Neighbors 
 
Do you ever notice how  
refreshed you feel when your 
home is clean and sparkling or 
after a shower or bath, when 
you’re scrubbed clean? We are going to help our 
neighbors experience that same feeling. We are not 
giving our friends showers, but we are going to give 
them the opportunity to have clean homes and bodies. 
  
During the month of July, Our Redeemer will be  
collecting cleaning supplies for refugees in our  
community. On August 2nd, Worship on the Farm is 
doing packing of these cleaning supplies. In August we 
will begin personal hygiene supplies for the homeless.  
On September 17th, all of the Eastside 8 churches will 
be doing the packing of personal hygiene kits. God 
calls each of us to love our neighbors and this is a great 
opportunity to do just that. Please take a look at the list 
below and gather items to share. Bring them to the 
church and put in the box provided. Just think how 
good you’ll feel. 
 

Cleaning Supplies Kit Items 
Dish towels and dish cloths 
Toilet Brushes 
Laundry Soap 
Dish Soap 
Multi-purpose Cleaners 
Dish Scrub Brushes 
Buckets 
Brooms and Dustpans 
Sponges 

Personal Hygiene Kit Items 
*All toiletry items must be new and unused.    
*Non-sample size toiletries are needed. 

Shampoo/Conditioner 
Body and Face Soap 
Face Wash 
Tampons/Pads 
Toothbrushes/Toothpaste,  
Teeth Whitening Products 
Body and Face Lotion, Cocoa Butter 
Deodorant, Tweezers, Nail Clippers 
African American Hair Care Products, Hairspray,  
Hair Grease/Gel 
Hairbrushes, Boar-bristle Hairbrushes, Combs, 

Hair Binders, Clips, Hair Dryer, Flat Iron, 
Curling Iron 

Razors, Shaving Cream 
First Aid Kits, Band-Aids, Anti-biotic Ointment 
Acne Medications 
Contact Lens Solution and Cases 
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Consider Sponsoring a student at Doulos School in 
the Dominican Republic   
Check out the recent video of Pastor Karsten and 
Madeline Echavarría — the student Karsten and his 
wife Jacqueline have sponsored for over 10 years! 
doulosdiscovery.us6.list-manage1.com/track/click?
u=e0711619fa023bfbc98ceff26&id=97d4e52208&e=6
3e58a3348 
 
Hear how mutually wonderful and life-changing  
sponsoring a student really is, from their perspectives. 
Watch the delightful story of friendship between the 
Nelson and Echavarría families, and how it's allowed 
them to transcend cultural and geographical  
distances.  For more information about sponsoring talk 
to Pastor Karsten or go to http://doulosministries.us/
sponsor-student. 
  
 
 

 
BUCKS FOR OUR BUILDING 
Shopping for a gift?  Stop at the gift card table. 
Need groceries or gas?  Stop at the gift card table. 
Meeting for lunch?  Stop at the gift card table. 
This is an easy way for you to earn money for Our  
Redeemer.   We earn approximately $2,000 a year 
from this program.  The more you buy, the more we 
earn!  Just stop at our table on the 1st and 3rd Sundays 
and pick up cards for all your regular household pur-
chases.  There are also hundreds of not-so-frequently 
used cards that can be special ordered.   If there are 
other cards that you would buy regularly or have  
suggestions to improve the program, please let us 
know.  Thank you for shopping at Our Redeemer! 
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The Tanzania Partnership is about to begin  
Pastor Karsten along with his daughter Elizabeth and one sister, and 11 others from Prince of Peace Lutheran in  
Burnsville, are headed out on July 5-20 for a trip that will begin a new ministry link for Our Redeemer.  Please keep 
them in prayer for a safe and meaningful trip. 
 
Our Redeemer will be one of about 65 area congregations that have a direct partnership within the Iringa Diocese.  We 
are being connected with the village of Kidewa where we will find various ways to be partners.  There are various 
school, athletic, tool and pastoral supplies we will be bringing - with the help of some Thrivent grants.  We will also 
share church directories and other pictures that help them get to know us and our members.  If you want to be a prayer 
partner have your picture taken and fill in an information card after worship on July 2nd.  
 
We will come back with pictures and  stories and ways to help in the future with student sponsorship, motorcycles for 
local evangelists, projects at their little church and likely more things too.  This will be another good way Our Redeem-
er has an eye and care for the world.  As they say in Swahili - Bwana Yesu Asifewi - May the Lord Jesus be praised. 
 

http://doulosdiscovery.us6.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=e0711619fa023bfbc98ceff26&id=97d4e52208&e=63e58a3348
http://doulosdiscovery.us6.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=e0711619fa023bfbc98ceff26&id=97d4e52208&e=63e58a3348
http://doulosdiscovery.us6.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=e0711619fa023bfbc98ceff26&id=97d4e52208&e=63e58a3348
http://doulosministries.us/sponsor-student
http://doulosministries.us/sponsor-student


 

From the Music Director 
 
Hello! 
 
I am delighted to be your new Music 
Director.  I have a master's degree in 
sacred music from Pensacola Christian 
College, with a proficiency in choral 

conducting.  I grew up in Baptist churches, and I have 
served in several denominations (including ELCA) 
before coming here.  I am looking forward to being a 
part of Our Redeemer. 
 
I am selecting music, leading the contemporary band, 
and playing the organ, and in the fall I'll be leading the 
choir and handbells, too. 
 
I'm looking forward to working with the enthusiastic 
musicians at Our Redeemer, and building on the work 
of the great music leaders who have gone before me.  I 
am just getting started getting to know everyone here, 
leading summer worship, and making plans for our 
future together.  If you have not been a part of the  
worship band, the summer can be a great time to drop 
in and participate, even if it's only for a Sunday or two.  
Email me at curt@orlcmn.org or call/text me at 
651-592-8367 if you'd like to help. 
 
Our theme for July is "God Uses Water," and our  
worship music will be connected to the sermons.  On 
July 23rd, many of you will be visiting the joint  
service of the Eastside Eight congregations.  On the 
same morning we will also have our usual 9:30am 
worship for those who want to stay here for a more 
traditional service.  On July 30th, we are planning an 
outdoor service here. 
 
On Wednesdays we are continuing Worship on the 
Farm throughout summer. It's casual, fun, and  
worshipful.  I hope to see you there. 
 
Autumn is coming soon, and it's time to think about 
joining the choir and handbells.  You don't have to be 
able to read music to sing in the choir -- you just need 
to enjoy what you do.  You will have friends to help 
you along the way. 
 
Blessings, 
Curt Morales 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Upcoming OWLs (Older Wiser LutheranS) 
Events: 
Thursday, July 13th – Lake Harriet Rose 
Gardens/Lakewood Cemetery 
  
Visit the beautiful rose garden at Lake Harriet in  
Minneapolis to view over 4,000 rose plants with 250 
different species.   
 
Afterwards, we’ll explore nearby Lakewood Cemetery 
with famous memorials such as Hubert Humphrey, 
Paul Wellstone, and Dr. Reuben Youngdahl.  
   
Hopefully, the Lakewood Memorial Chapel will be 
available for us to see.  This chapel features over 10 
million mosaic tiles and a beautiful dome with stained 
glass windows.  We will stop for lunch closer to home.  
Tour is free, lunch is on your own.  Carpool from 
church leaving @ 10 am and returning approximately 
@ 2 pm.  Moderate walking is involved. 
 
August – National Night Out – Meet your neighbors! 
 
September – Taylors Falls Scenic Boat Trip 
 
October/November – Thrivent Financial Collection of 

Religious Art 

 
Other Tour Opportunities with Lyngblomsten 
 
July 19 Ride along to the Amish roads and farms in So 
Minnesota.  Enjoy visits to farms and opportunities to 
purchase Amish goods and see the lifestyle of our 
neighbors. Enjoy  a lunch of Norwegian meatballs and 
more at Pedal Pushers. Coach pickup at Gustavus. 
Register asap.  For more info call Kathi Kirchoff. 
 
July 23 go with a group to Bruentrup Farm for a funny 
crazy show " The Looney Lutherans" tix $15 for  
General Admission. Call Kathi Kirchoff to be part of 
the group asap. 
 
Aug 16 Coach to Northfield's Fossum Alpaca Farm, 
lunch at Ole's and more. $61 
 
Sept 20 Coach to Taylors Falls Cruise, Lunch at Dalles 
House, Sculpture Garden. $64.50 
 
Details available with Kathi Kirchoff  
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Bruentrup Heritage Farm Features the 
Looney Lutherans Show 
 
Maplewood—In July, the Maplewood Area Historical  
Society (MAHS) brings theatrical entertainment with a 
side of hotdish to the Bruentrup Heritage Farm.  
MAHS will present the family-friendly comedy, THE 
LOONEY LUTHERANS, a show cooked up by the  
creators of the popular hit musical CHURCH  
BASEMENT LADIES.  THE LOONEY LUTHERANS is 
about three wacky gals who promote their new 
(fictional) cookbook with the use of music, comedy, 
audience interaction and a bit of wisdom for living a 
healthy life, “the Lutheran way!”  The variety show 
features songs and inspired improvisation in an  
evening of hilarious entertainment that appeals to all 
ages. 
Kathi Kirchoff is going to this show with a group 
on July 23, see next page for more info. 
 

Audiences should bring an appetite because Bruentrup 
chef Mickey Michlitsch will offer Minnesota-inspired 
comfort foods in a pre-show lunch or supper.  The  
actresses of THE LOONEY  LUTHERANS will  
interact with the diners; historical exhibits will be open 
for viewing, and people will be encouraged to browse 
the grounds before stepping into the barn to watch the 
75 minute show.   
 

THE LOONEY LUTHERANS will be performed July 
14-16, 21-23 at the Bruentrup Heritage Farm.  Show 
ticket and dinner options available. 
 

FOR RESERVATIONS:  
www.maplewoodhistoricalsociety.org 
 

Quilting News 
 
Our quilters continue to make quilts and donate them 
to Lutheran World Relief. Here is a picture of their 
warehouse with some quilts in it. The picture with the 
white bags hold 31-38 preshrunk quilts and are ready 
to be shipped. If you are interested in being part of this 
ministry, they meet the 2nd and 4th Monday of the 
month at 9:30am. No experience necessary! 
 

 
Attention Scrapbookers! 
 
Crafting STAY retreat is happening again.   Plan 
ahead, mark your calendar now.  Come have a LOT of 
fun and make progress on your craft.   A two-day 
event is planned for Friday September 22nd and  
Saturday September 23rd.   Bring your own craft   
projects to work on.  This can be anything from  
sewing, knitting, to scrapbooking.  All are  
welcome.   To sign up contact Amy  Krohn (779-7945 
or ajkrohn@hotmail.com) to sign up now. 
 
Fellowship Hall Our Redeemer Luther Church (1390 
East Larpentuer Ave)  
  Friday January 20: 5pm - midnight  
     Saturday January 21: 9am - midnight  
   
Meals/Beverages on your own  
Suggested:  $5-10 free will offering to the church  
Bring a snack to share if you want  
1/2 of a round table space  
Let me know if you need electricity  
   
Please feel free to bring a friend, just make sure you let 
me  know their name so that we can save a spot.  (If 
you can only make it to the Friday night or can only 
come on Saturday, please let me know that also.)    
Space will be limited so please sign up.  
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National Night Out  
Tuesday, August 1 from 5:00-
8:00pm is National Night Out. 
We hope you will join us for 
this fun community event. We 
will have free food, games,  
and fellowship! If you would 
like to help for this event, talk 
to Claire Sexton. If you are 
able, please donate something 
to our cake walk. See you 
there! 

 

http://www.maplewoodhistoricalsociety.org
mailto:ajkrohn@hotmail.com


 

Vacation Bible School 
 
VBS is just around the corner and 
Children’s ministry is always in need 
of volunteers to make it a success. 
We would love it if you and/or your 
youth would like to help out!  Areas 
in need are crew leaders (lead a small 
group of kids from one station to the 

next—minimal teaching); station helpers; general help/
floater—help wherever needed. It would be great if 
you can be available all 4 nights but if not, don’t be 
discouraged, let us know your availability. 
 

Monday, August 7-Thursday August 10, evenings 6 – 
8:30 p.m. VBS is preschool - entering 5th grade.  A 
light dinner will be served at 5:30 each night. 
 

We will also be setting up and decorating Sunday,  
August 6 for most of the afternoon/evening and could 
use help for that too. Or join us a day or two over the 
summer to create amazing decorations! 
 

Contact Kirsten Fisher or Holly Forsberg 
(holluvsmick@Yahoo.com) if you are interested.  
 

Paternal Parent Pulled Pork Picnic (P5) 
 
Thank you all so much for your tremendous support of 
our youth who are heading off to camp or on a mission 
trip! We raised about $300 all thanks to our supportive 
congregation. We have kids heading to Wapo for a 
week of camp and kids heading to Christikon in  
Montana for a week of hiking and service. Your  
prayers for safe travels and faith deepening are  
appreciated in the coming weeks for our youth. 
 

Still want to support the mission trip? Purchase or  
contribute towards a Holiday gas card (there will be 
multiple along the way and we'll have to fill up), a Cub 
Foods card (so we can get some snacks to eat), or 
some fast food cards so we can grab a bite. The great 
thing about gift cards is that not only will the Mission 
trip benefit, the church does, too! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
May the warmth be with you 
and also with you..... 
 
Hugging their newly gifted quilts from 
Our Redeemers generous quilting 
group you could see thankfulness on 
the faces of our 4 high school seniors  
Steven Keating, Henry Meyer, Jordyn 
Ryman and Jason Snaza. 

 
While marking the day with photos and cake, we  
wanted to send these young adults out into their new 
endeavors, surrounded in warmth and love from 
their church home, knowing our thoughts and prayers 
follow.  Wherever their path may lead, God goes  
before them waiting to help and guide with love  
unconditional. 
 
God has used all of you to touch these graduates lives. 
Sunday school teachers, Confirmation mentors, event 
chaperones and drivers, Pastors, youth leaders,  
grandparents, family and friends. When God called 
you to make a difference in this world, you said "yes" 
by creating a church home environment that 
welcomes each child as they grow in Christ.  A gift 
shared that will sustain through all that comes ahead.  
 
"May God watch between you and me when we are 
apart from each other"  Genesis 31.49 (The Mitzpah) 
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                           Summer Stretch continues!  
     The group made Adirondack chairs for Habitat for Humanity 

mailto:holluvsmick@Yahoo.com


Date July 2 July 9 July 16 July 23  July 30 

Worship Host Claire Sexton 
Judy Moe 

Dennis Peterson  Dean Ersfeld  Amy Krohn  Doreen Winter 

Gift Cards Sharon Peterson  Barb Maynard   

Kitchen Help Darlene Harwood 
 

Dennis & Jan  
Peterson 
Judy Moe 

 Dick & Sharon  
  Peterson 

Mark & Doreen 
Winter, Jessica 
Morgan 

TBD 

Greeters  
 

Barb Birchem 
Judy Triplett 
Shirley Keating 

Dan & Laurie,  
Danny Fitzgerald 
Sherry Pasket 

Oliviene Hefta 
Florence Senske 
Nora Smeed 

Judy Moe 
Claire Sexton 
Sharon Peterson 

TBD 

Lector  Cherie Kilbride Caileigh Kilbride Deb Camasta David Bradee Scott Torvi 

Ushers  
 

Dennis Paulson 
Rob Klemm 
Kent Weispfenning 
Roger Sparks 
Claire Sexton 
Caitlyn Edwall 
Matt Kilbride 
Scott Torvi 

Roger Ollila 
Baryogar Johnson 
Roger Svendsen 

 Dennis Peterson 
Vicki Anderson 
 Brett Rediske 
 Randy & Jane  
 Koza 
 Jennifer Houge 

Dan Fitzgerald 
Bill Maynard 
Bill Fredine 

 Jessica Morgan 
 Kari Keating 
Dick & Sharon  
  Peterson 

Larry & Sandy  
  Pruden 
Mike Welte 
Mike Kahrau 
Mark & Doreen  
Winter  
Troy & Courtney  
Magnuson 

Dick & Sharon  
Peterson 
Claire Sexton 

Worship Assistants 

Online Giving Opportunities 
 

Thank you for your support of Our Redeemer. We appreciate all of the contributions you donate to help our 
ministry here at ORLC.  
  
Contributions can be debited automatically from your checking or savings account or processed  
using your credit or debit card. Our new electronic giving program offers convenience for you and much-
needed donation consistency for our congregation.  We appreciate your gifts!  

 
   
 Finances through the month of May 

 
2017 Beginning Balance $30,539 
 
Member Giving  $128,426  
Supplemental Income $19,060 
Total     $178,025 
 
Expenses   $159,200 
Difference   $18,825 

Mobile Users Scan Here 
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Address Service Requested 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church 
1390 East Larpenteur Avenue 
St. Paul, MN 55109 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 DATED MATERIAL 
 DO NOT DELAY 

Our Redeemer Staff 
 

Rev. Karsten Nelson, Pastor 
651-772-2445 x102 
Email: karsten@orlcmn.org 
 
Carol Strand, Pastoral Intern 
651-772-2445 x 103 
Email: carol@orlcmn.org 
 
Fisher, Kirsten, Children’s, Youth & Family 
651-772-2445 x 106 
Email: youth@orlcmn.org 
 
Morales, Curt, Music Director 
Email: curt@orlcmn.org 
 
Lisa Diez, Office Administrator 
651-772-2445 x101 
Email: lisa@orlcmn.org 
 
Madeline Veenker, Choir & Bell Director 
651-308-8968 
Email: mveenker@gmail.com 
 
Dave Parenteau, Custodian 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church 
1390 Larpenteur Avenue East, St. Paul, MN 55109 

 

Phone: 651-772-2445 Fax: 651-771-4548 
 

Web: www.orlcmn.org 
Email: office@orlcmn.org 

https://www.facebook.com/orlcmn  

https://twitter.com/orlcmn 

Worship Schedule 
9:30am Summer worship 

https://www.facebook.com/orlcmn

