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Our Redeemer Steps up  
  
 
 
There are a couple of really significant things beginning this 
fall at Our Redeemer – we want you to know about them, but 
more than that we hope you can participate in them. 
  
1.Our Redeemer is playing host to the First Annual Side By Side meal packing 
event that will draw together people from 12 different faith communities (7 other 
East Side Lutheran Churches, Presentation Catholic Church, Spring of Eternal Life 
which is the Hispanic congregation meeting at ORLC, and also Assalam Mosque) 
and various other community groups and organizations.  This event came out of  
special dreaming about how to keep building more relationships with the surrounding 
faith communities and find ways to serve together.  Our Fellowship Hall will be 
brimming with activity all day Saturday and Sunday with loads of tables and people 
doing God’s work together. 
  
You can come and fill in one of the 40 time slots available for packers during two 
hour shifts on Saturday or Sunday.  Consider this a chance to work Side By Side next 
to some friends from Our Redeemer but also the chance to meet and visit with  
others.  We think it is particularly significant that as the country pauses to remember 
the tragic 9/11 event we will be working alongside Muslims, Catholics, Hispanics 
and other Lutherans to do God’s work with our hands.  There are roles for people 
from ages 5-95 and people can stand or sit as we all work together – some pouring 
rice, others adding nutrients, some sealing bags and others boxing the completed 
bag.  To sign up for a spot (1/2 of the 280 spaces are already filled) go to  
http://www.stpaulsidebyside.org/ or call the office here at 772-2445.  We are asking 
people to bring a $10 donation when they come to pack to help us cover the costs  
involved in this great event. 
  
Some of the extra good news about this event is that much of the food we pack will 
be used right here in this community.  Our Redeemer is one of a number of these area 
congregations who will use cases of our packing to either give away at our sites or 
use in preparation for some of the meals we serve to the community.  At a time when 
hunger issues are right in our own neighborhood, this is a very helpful event. 
  
2. Loaves and Fishes – Meals and More 
Beginning in September and continuing every Wednesday night through the end of 
the year we will be serving a nutritious hot meal for anyone who wants to come.  This 
is a meal that is for our congregational members as well as the wider community.   
This is not a need based meal but rather a chance to welcome anyone into our build-
ing and help feed them with food, hospitality, good community, and opportunities for 
growth.  Loaves and Fishes is a Twin Cities food ministry that provides us with all 
the food necessary at no cost – we function as a partner to get good food to people. 
  
These meals will be served every Wednesday night from 5:30-6:30pm.  Look for the 
signs around town that are guiding people here.  Then use this as a chance to visit 
with others and extend good hospitality and care.  We will have our regular  
Wednesday night events that people could check out (bells, choir, confirmation, small 
group) and in September we will have local community leaders coming to share some 
insights about this area from about 6:40-7:15pm. We are excited to have Police Chief 
Paul Schnell, Maplewood Mayor Nor Slawik, and Frost Lake Principal Stacey Kad-
mas here with us for the first three weeks.  And we are planning for other Wednesday 
night opportunities. 
        Continued on the next page…. 
  
 

http://www.stpaulsidebyside.org/
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To carry out this great outreach we also need to have a 
number of folks from Our Redeemer step up to help out 
on these nights – please consider this as a means to 
serve your Lord, care for the community and assist your 
church.  There is a sign up across from the bathrooms or 
you can talk to Jane Koza at 651-216-3771 or Doreen 
Winter at 651-775-3425.  We are looking for people to 
help with prep and serving, dishwasher, clean up and 
garbage – your occasional assistance will go a long way 
and help us carry out this special opportunity both to 
serve the neighborhood and draw people into our doors 
for hopefully a lot more. 
  
Our Redeemer often times functions like ‘the little  
engine that could’ as we really reach out in significant 
ways. Pray for us.  Serve with us.  Help make this place 
breathe with exciting life.  God is doing good things 

and we are being good partners by stepping up BIG! 
  

In Christ, 

Pastor Karsten Nelson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Worship in the Fall 
We begin again moving to two services (8:45 and 
11:00) with the beginning of the fall schedule.  As  
worship really is the heartbeat of any congregation and 
the  most important gathering of the church we hope 
you will make regular worship a priority for you and 
your family. 
 
The traditional service will continue with the regular 
flow and elements you have come to appreciate.  We 
continue to look at ways to make the contemporary  
service both meet the needs of our current worshippers 
and try some changes that could be attractive to  
visitors.  Look for a few new changes and a little more 
variety in that service. 
 
We once again will be following the Narrative Lection-
ary which will take us on a chronological walk through 
various Old Testament stories this fall then focus on the 
Gospel of Luke through Easter and conclude with a 
number of weeks going through stories in Acts and the 
New Testament letters .  We feel this selection of texts 
helps us see the wider work of God and helps us to  
become more biblically literate. 
 
One new team being developed is the worship planning 
team which will explore the texts for upcoming  
Sundays and then collaborate on ways to use visuals 
and drama and special music to enhance our worship 
experience.  If you are interested in joining this team 
that will meet every other month please contact Pastor 
Karsten. 
 

East Side Lutherans (E8) 
Over the summer there was a shared effort to have a few folks from each ELCA church/ministry on the East Side 
to visit each other’s congregations to build relationships and begin to wonder together what we might be able to do  
together and where God may be leading us to be more collaborative in our ministry.   
 

The last church to be visited was Our Redeemer and on September 28th following worship we hosted 19 people who 
began dreaming about how we can be better together through various ways of engaging in ministry and care in this 
local area.  Stay tuned for more information as a lead group of pastors and lay leaders will do more planning. 
 
The East Side Congregations are made up of Hope, Good Samaritan, Grace, First, Arlington Hills, Shobi's Table, 
Gustavus Adolphus and Our Redeemer.  
 
The above map with the green crosses is where all of these churches are located. The one in the middle of the black 

dots is Our Redeemer. The black pins are clusters of where our members live. 

Come worship with us! 
 
Starting September 11 
 
8:45am Traditional 
11:00am Contemporary 



 
Community Garden Day is Saturday, September 17, 
2016!  This day offers a chance to see the many  
contributions community gardeners, like those at Our 
Redeemer,  make to the health and vitality of their 
communities while spreading awareness about the 
many benefits of community gardens to the public. 
 
The Twin Cities is home to over 570 community  
gardens. Our Redeemer is just one of five churches on 
the East Side of Saint Paul that host immigrant and 
refugee gardeners each year through the Farm-Faith 
Project. Come celebrate a successful growing season 
through a host of activities, see what other Farm-Faith 
gardens are up to, and experience the power of  
gardening throughout the metro. Participating  
Farm-Faith Project Gardens include: 
  
Mounds Park United Methodist  
1049 Euclid St Saint Paul, MN 55106   
10am-12pm  
Garden talks, garden themed story time for kids at 
10:30am, seed based crafts.  
  
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church  
1390 Larpenteur Ave E, St Paul, MN 55109 
1:00pm-3:00pm 
Garden talks, vegetable tasting and canning demo 
  
Hazel Park Congregational United Church of 
Christ 
1831 Minnehaha Ave E, St Paul, MN 55119 
4:00pm-6:00pm 
Garden talks, garden inspired homemade ice cream 
making: flavors include roasted corn cardamom, thyme 
lemon, and basil. 

 
In addition to the gardens we host for others, we also 
have our own boxes where we donate the things we 
grow to the food shelf. Can you believe that we have 
grown and donated over 508 lbs this season! Thanks to 
all those who make our garden a success! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We keep reaching out to the neighborhood to draw 
folks both to the opportunities and engagement in the 
ministries at Our Redeemer.  The above postcard was 
just sent to about 2000 neighbors so it might give you 
an opportunity to follow up with a personal invita-
tion.  We also have extra copies if you want to pass 
long some in person.  Be ready to extend good  
hospitality to visitors, and even consider coming to 
help with the meals as we will need many volunteers. 
 
 
 
 
Key Actions from ELCA Churchwide Assembly 
 
24 representatives from our synod served us well at the 
ELCA Churchwide Assembly in New Orleans earlier 
this month. Some of the good work they got done  
includes: 

 Elected William B. Horne II of St. Paul's Lutheran 
Church, Clearwater, Fla., vice president of the ELCA 

 Accepted the "Declaration on the Way," a unique 
ecumenical document that marks a path toward greater 
unity between Catholics and Lutherans. 

 Approved AMMPARO - the ELCA's strategy to 
Accompany Migrant Minors with Protection, Advoca-
cy, Representation and Opportunities. 
 
Approved the Ministry of Word and Service roster.  
Beginning Jan. 1, 2017, ELCA associates in ministry, 
deaconesses and diaconal ministers will be a single, 
unified roster of Ministry of Word and Service. 
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MISSIONS UPDATE 
Thank you to all who  
donated to our school 
supply collection. We had a 
wonderful response. We 
split the supplies between 
Merrick Food Shelf and 
Frost Lake School.  

 
The Merrick supplies were used for an event at  
Gustavus Adolphus which supplied area children with 
a backpack filled with supplies to start the school year. 
The above picture is of the supplies that went to Frost 
Lake. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VBS a Success! 
Thanks again to the children’s ministry and all the  
volunteers for a fun filled time of Vacation Bible 
School. We had around 40 kids participate this year. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Children, Youth and Family News 
As we walk into the fall and prepare for confirmation 
and other special events we want you to know that we 
are in conversation with InterServe Ministries which 
brings in trained youth leaders to assist with program-
ming and teaching, and also provides consultation to 
look deeper at needs and opportunities in the area of 
Children Youth and Family Ministry.  The Youth 
Team feels this is a great opportunity for us to take the 
next step to ensure quality ministry amongst our  
children and youth. 
 

Join us for Sunday School, star ting Sept. 18, from 
10:00 to 10:50 (in between services). kids from 3 years 
old (who are potty trained) through 5th grade are  
welcome".  
 

You can come sign up for Sunday School and enjoy 
some fun crafts and see the rooms on Sunday,  
September 11 at 10:00am as well. 
 

This year we'll be trying out a curriculum that will  
follow the  narrative lectionary series we will hear in 
the sermons, so kids will learn the story in Sunday 
School and hear it again in the service. All the fun, 
crafts, games and skits will still be the same! We can't 
wait to see you! 
 

Volunteer teachers are needed! Come and share your 
love of God with Our Redeemer's kids. One week 
commitment, we will have curriculum, supplies and 
support ready for you! Talk to anyone on the Chil-
dren's Ministry team for more info. 
 

Confirmation will kick off for another year on 
Wednesday September 14th with a family gathering 
(each youth and one parent) from 6:00-6:40.  We will 
meet in the back youth room area of the Fellowship 
Hall.  Come join us early that night for what will be a 
free Wednesday night meal that will be served from 
5:30-6:30 every Wednesday night.  We will talk over 
the materials, the schedule, retreats and other events.   
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Youth At Work! 
Three of our ORLC youth (Natalie Forsberg, Michael 
& Eric Snaza) refinished our patio benches and made 
them into something beautiful and functional. Many 
thanks to them! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Upcoming OWLs (Older Wiser LutheranS) Events 
 
Saturday, October 1st - Train Excursion departing 
from Osceola, Wisconsin 
Enjoy the beautiful fall colors while riding aboard the 
Empire Builder train departing from Osceola, Wiscon-
sin.  Train ride begins @ 10 am.  Cost is $20 for 
adults, $10 for children 3-15, and free for children 2 
and under.  Lunch afterwards to be determined.   
Carpool from church leaving @ 8:30 am.  Sign up 
deadline is September 25th.  
 
Thursday, October 27th – Fall FunFest at Gladstone 
Senior Center 
Enjoy a delicious lunch and music event right in our 
own neighborhood!  The chicken parmesan lunch will 
be catered by The Little Oven and entertainment will 
be provided by The Golden Tones. Cost is $10.  Event 
is from 11:30 am - 1 pm.  Carpool from church leaving 
@ 11:10.  Signup and payment deadline is October 
16th.  This event replaces the Taylor Falls boat event 
announced earlier. 

 
Thursday, November 10th – Martin Luther Art  
and the Reformation Exhibit at the Minneapolis 
Institute of Arts 
Let the celebration begin!  This is a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity marking next year’s 500th anniversary  
celebration of the Protestant Reformation.  You’ll be 
able to view many of Luther’s personal possessions as 
well as recent archaeological finds from his childhood 
and adult homes.  This is a guided tour from 2:30 – 
3:30 pm. Cost is $10.  Signup and payment deadline is 
October 16th.  Carpool from church. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Handbell Choir Rehearsals Start in October!  
Please join us on Wednesday, October 5 at 6:00pm in 
the choir room. No music reading ability or previous 
music experience necessary--we work with all skill 
levels! See you on October 5th! 
 

 
Knitting and Crocheting Group 
God's Hands Knitting and Crocheting Group is an  
informal group of handicrafters that began in 2005 
with 3 members.  We have grown since that time.   
 
We meet on the third Thursday of each month from 
6:30 until 8:00 PM at the Caribou Coffee on White 
Bear Avenue and County Road D, (by Maplewood 
Mall).   
 
Most of the work is done elsewhere but it is great fun 
to see the current projects.  We share patterns, ideas 
and sometimes , we share yarn.    
 
Five Prayer Shawls have been given so far this year, as 
needs have been made known. Close to one hundred 
Prayer Dishcloths were given at ORLC's National 
Night Out, in return for food &/or money donations to 
the food shelf.  Besides the donated items, we work on 
various personal projects.  We bring our works "in  
progress" and enjoy good conversation.   
 
Please consider joining us on September 15, October 
20, November 17 and December 15. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sanctuary Choir Rehearsals on Wednesdays 
Sanctuary Choir rehearsals are each Wednesday with 
an hour rehearsal from 7:00-8:00pm. No singing expe-
rience or music reading abilities necessary! Everyone 
is welcome! Contact Madeline Veenker at 
mveenker@gmail.com or 651-308-8968 for more 
information.  
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Date September 4 September 11 September 18 September 25 

Worship Host Judy Moe Roger Svendsen  Amy Krohn Doreen Winter 

Gift Cards Sharon Peterson  Barb Maynard  

Kitchen Help Darlene Harwood 
Florence Senske 

Dennis & Jan  
  Peterson  

 Dick & Sharon  
  Peterson 

Mark & Doreen 
Winter, Jessica 
Morgan 

8:45am 
Greeters  

 

Barb Birchem 
Judy Triplett 
Shirley Keating 

Dan & Laurie,  
Danny Fitzgerald 
Joyce Pederson  
 

Virginia Kettleson 
Florence Senske 
 

Judy Moe 
Deb Camasta 

11:00am  
Greeters 

 Sherry Pasket 
Katie Syring 

Nora Smeed 
Jessica Ryden 

Claire Sexton 
Sharon Peterson 

8:45 
Lector  

 

Lana Larsen Dianne Derks Kathi Kirchoff TBD 

11:00am 
Lector 

 Hilary Hinrichs Jane Koza Holly Forsberg 

8:45am 
Ushers  

 

Dennis Paulson 
Rob Klemm 
Kent Weispfenning 
Roger Sparks 
Claire Sexton 
Cheri Edwall  
Caitlyn Edwall 
Matt Kilbride 

Roger Ollila 
Baryogar Johnson 
Roger Svendsen 

 Dennis Peterson 
  

Dan Fitzgerald 
Bill Maynard 
Bill Fredine 

 Johan/Katie Madrigal 
  

Larry & Sandy  
  Pruden 
Mike Welte 
Mike Kahrau 
 

11:00am 
Ushers 

 Agnes Baysahwala 

 Jennifer Houge 
 Randy & Jane Koza 

Jessica Morgan 
 Kari Keating 
Dick & Sharon  
  Peterson 

Mark & Doreen  
Winter  
Troy & Courtney  
Magnuson 

Worship Assistants 

Online Giving Opportunities 
 

Thank you for your support of Our Redeemer. We appreciate 
all of the contributions you donate to help our ministry here at 
ORLC.  
  
Contributions can now be debited automatically from your  
checking or savings account or processed using your credit or 
debit card. Our new electronic giving program offers conven-
ience for you and much-needed donation consistency for our  
congregation.  We appreciate your gifts!  
 

Finances through the month of July 31 
 
2016 Beginning Balance $28,296 
 
Member Giving  $152,388  
Supplemental Income $23,705   
Total Income   $204,389 
 
Expenses   $176,149 
Difference    $28,240 

Mobile Users Scan Here 
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Address Service Requested 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church 
1390 East Larpenteur Avenue 
St. Paul, MN 55109 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 DATED MATERIAL 
 DO NOT DELAY 

Our Redeemer Staff 
 

Rev. Karsten Nelson, Pastor 
651-772-2445 x102 
Email: karsten@orlcmn.org 
 

Carol Strand Pastoral Intern 
651-772-2445 x 103 
Email: carol@orlcmn.org 
 

Lisa Diez, Office Administrator 
651-772-2445 x101 
Email: lisa@orlcmn.org 
 

Andy Peterson, Organist 
651-247-2742 
Email: andrewjpeterson@gmail.com 
 

Ellie Peterson, Contemporary  
Worship Leader 
651-815-9650 
Email: elliepetersonphotography@gmail.com 
 

Madeline Veenker, Choir & Bell Director 
651-308-8968 
Email: mveenker@gmail.com 
 

Dave Parenteau, Custodian 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church 
1390 Larpenteur Avenue East, St. Paul, MN 55109 

 

Phone: 651-772-2445 Fax: 651-771-4548 
 

Web: www.orlcmn.org 
Email: office@orlcmn.org 

https://www.facebook.com/orlcmn  

https://twitter.com/orlcmn 

Worship Schedule 
8:45am Traditional      
11:00am Contemporary     
5th Sunday 10:00am 

https://www.facebook.com/orlcmn

