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Hoist Those Sails

I never really liked the sailor or pirate movies as a kid. Not
sure why that was. But I do remember being awed and
confused when the sails were up and how that made the boat
move. So I didn’t care so much about the plot or the actors, but
I took special interest in the boat scenes. Today I own a 14
foot sailboat that I enjoy very much. I like being able to teach
people how to sail. I like being able to read the winds. I like
the peace of moving without motors. I like the thrill of getting enough wind that I can
see the centerboard when I lean back. I even like the one sail a year when Jackie will
go with me as long as the sun is out and the winds are really calm.

In order to go sailing you have to put up the main sail. And if you want more speed or
thrill and have a front (jib) sail that can go up too. A sailor puts up the sail(s) in order
to use the wind and move the boat. In similar fashion the church is a place that tries
to hoist sails so that we can capture the winds of the Spirit and move us along our
way.

We threw up our sails and captured the breath of God’s Spirit this past year which
called us to new mission language (Transforming Lives and Building Community by
Loving God and Serving Others), that led us to a Mission Appeal and major
renovations on our roof and bathrooms and kitchen in the facility, and guided us to a
goal of equipping the congregation so 'z of the members would enter into at least one
month of daily devotions. These winds blew us toward good ministry work at Our
Redeemer over the past year.

Now it is time again to hoist the sails and try letting the breath of God keep leading
us and providing power to live and act like a vital congregation. As the fall begins
another season in the church we are hoisting the sails and getting ready for more
ministry and life as this people of God. This will lead us to more service to the
community, more reaching out and inviting others to come and see this place as a
possible place for them, to doing more cross-generational events, working for justice
through understanding and action, taking on again the work of walking with a new
intern, and growing in our own faith lives.

I hope you are ready and willing to hoist the sails on your own faith life — make
worship here a priority of your week and expect to find within worship and the
fellowship that is helpful grounding for your Christian life. Nurture that faith by your
own devotional life during the week, because when you put up your sails it allows
God to fill them with this Spirit.

Also help us hoist the sails of this place so that we are a vital place for those who are
inside of these walls, and the wider community and world around us. This will also
require you and others to be engaged in the ministry life of this place, tending to
some of the established work and helping us to try new things. The Lutheran tagline
reads: God’s Work, Our Hands — let’s seek to be God’s presence in this world
through our lives.

I know that I don’t want us to be a boat just tied off on the shore. Boats and sails are
meant to be out on the water where they are most enjoyed, and fulfilling their
intended task. Let’s hoist our sails and let God’s Spirit keep moving us as individuals
and a church.

Pastor Karsten Nelson



“The spirit of the Lord shall rest on
him, the spirit of wisdom and under-
standing, the spirit of counsel and
might, the spirit of knowledge and the
Y fear of the Lord.” Isaiah 11:2

Hello Our Redeemer Lutheran! I am thrilled to
introduce myself as your new upcoming Intern Pastor!
As I prepare to enter into ministry with you all I have
been taking time these past few weeks of summer
cherishing time with my family and soaking in the
preciousness of time. My husband Rod and I have three
vivacious girls — Ashley (6 yrs. old), Hayley (3 yrs.
old), and Madelyn (a.k.a “Mad Dog” in our house who
is 18 months old). We have lived in North St. Paul for
seven years now and this will be a first for us as a
family having mom work in the same community we
live in.

For the past ten years, I have been serving as a Director
for Youth & Family Ministry in Eagan, Circle Pines,
Stillwater and recently in Brooklyn Center. Watching
youth, and my very own girls grow up I am struck at
how fast time goes. From my experience, time has a
way of slipping away from me unless I take time to stop
and look around me to see what time it truly is. This
internship will complete nine years of seminary studies
for me as I plan to graduate in May with my Master of
Divinity from Luther Seminary. I trust it will be a
transformative year for me as a pastor and I pray it will
be for each of you as well. I have visited with Pastor
Karsten and Intern Pastor Jen and I have heard all the
great things that are ahead for Our Redeemer and the
community!

As ministry is not new to me, pastoral ministry most
certainly is. I seek your help, your feedback and your
prayers as my family and I embark on this adventure
together with you all. As eager as I am to jump into the
swing of things at Our Redeemer, please know that [ am
nervous. For I leave behind my role as a Youth
Director and enter into a very different calling as your
Intern Pastor. Please be patient with me as I learn all
your names and if you have a break hour at your place
of work or are open to a home visit, please consider
inviting me! If you catch see me around town or in
worship with my family, please say “hi!” In fact, as the
days of summer wind down and the busy days of fall
ramp up perhaps it’s a good time for each to take pause
and connect — I sincerely look forward to visiting with
you! Here’s to a year of blessings and may the Spirit of
the Lord be upon you and your loved ones!

Peace be with you!
Pastor Anne Jackson

off on September 9th in which the
parents of confirmation students
are invited. We will go over what
the confirmation year will look like and other awesome
topics! There will also be a high school group meeting
at the same time as confirmation. If there are any
parents that would like to volunteer to help lead this
group that would be great!

In the month of September we also will be going to the
Minnesota Zoo in Apple Valley on the 19th. This will
be an invite for all 6th-12th graders and will be a really
great time. The month of September will be dedicated
to planning and such for the fall and winter, and will be
planning and focusing on what we will be doing for
summer of 2016 trips, work and other exciting
activities. We will be working towards fundraising and
continuing to build a strong relationship with God.

I also wanted to share that this summer was a fast one,
but also a successful one. The youth group had a
wonderful summer of building relationships with each
other as well as with God, and continuing to grow as a
group in their faith and friendships!

Blessings,

Eric Klein, Director of Youth Ministry

Rally Sunday is September 13 and this is the day we
return to regular worship hours of 8:45am Traditional
Service, & 11:00am Contemporary Service. This is also
the day to find out more about ministry opportunities at
Our Redeemer in between services and see the rooms
and meet the teachers for Creation Stations. Creation
Stations will begin on September 20 at 10:00am.



Spiritual Growth Opportunities:

Check out more information at the Spiritual Growth
Table on Rally Sunday. Plan to be engaged this Fall
in an opportunity to mature and grow in your Faith.

Watch for the upcoming topics between services on
the second Sunday of the month. Come participate in
the ‘What Matters’ series.

The Lay School of Theology at the Luther Seminary
campus offers non-credit classes, taught by seminary
professors, for people interested in learning more.
Topics this fall: Acts: New Communities by God’s
Grace, Jesus the Savior, Martin Luther- A Grand
Assortment of insights, Part 1. More information on
www.luthersem.edu/layschool or 651-641-3416

Small groups, Bible studies, and Circles are all options
too. Please contact group leaders if interested in
finding out more about the groups in the chart below.

Devotions - What have you done this year?

We need your name if you have done a daily devotional
this year. Please see Amy Krohn at church or call 651-
779-7945 to provide us your name if you have. If you
remember in January we started a devotional challenge to
the congregation. Be a part of reaching our 125 member
goal. The only way to track this goal is for you to tell us
you are involved so we can add your name to our grow-
ing list of members involved in a daily devotion at some
point in 2015. Below are some of the options we have
highlighted this year. Have you done any? Let us know.

Resources: 2015 Devotional Challenge:

1. Luther Seminary daily email -Go to http://
www.luthersem.edu/godpause/daily_view.aspx and
follow the sign up instructions to get your email daily
devotional. Note — This link has worked for some and
not for others, so if it doesn’t work, please just go to
http://www.luthersem.edu and find the devotional
email link on the website.

2. Christ In Our Home or Our Daily Bread devotional

book from the church.

Your own daily devotional book or Bible reading.

4. Sunday bulletin sermon devotionals- Psalms & He-
brews & Reconciliation

5. Mission Appeal devotional book written by ORLC
members.

(98]

6. CD devotionals for in your car
7. Video devotionals
8. Other

7:00pm starting in September

Group Name Leader(s)
Lives Worth Living Vicki Anderson
1" & 3" Mondays at 6:45 pm
Caffeinated for Christ Kathi Kirchoff
1" & 3" Mondays at 6:30 pm
Wednesday Evening Amy Krohn

Men’s Thursday
Weekly at 6:45 am

Dennis Peterson

Hope, & Joy Circles
Once per month

Judy Koza/Sharon Peterson

Wednesday Morning Bible Study (9:30 am)

Pastor Karsten



http://www.luthersem.edu/layschool
http://www.luthersem.edu/godpause/daily_view.aspx
http://www.luthersem.edu/godpause/daily_view.aspx
http://www.luthersem.edu

VBS was a success!!!

ORLC welcomed over 40 kids this year ranging from
age 3 to 5th grade. The theme was Bible Blast to the
Past! Each day we stepped back in time to learn that
God's love is INCREDIBLE - FAITHFUL -
INVINCIBLE - UNCONDITIONAL - REAL!

VBS is a large undertaking that the Children's Ministry
team begins planning in January. We would not be
able to make it happen without all of the help from so
many wonderful volunteers.

We would like to thank the following volunteers:
Jessica Morgan (our fantastic storyteller in the
Timeless Truth Tent) and her helpers Natalie Forsberg,
Liana Hermann and Natalie Barrett.

Carmen Snaza (our resident scientist/artist in
Discovery Ruins) and her helpers Olivia Meyer, Lily
Weverka and Makayla Berry.

Eric Klein (our fun and games leader) and his helpers
Gio Weverka, Danny Fitzgerald and Sam Meyer.

Katie Peterson and Sam Meyer (our brilliant actors).

Jordyn Ryman, Kennedy Morgan, Garrett Johnson,
Kevin Rodriguez, Laurie Fitzgerald, Andrea Duff and
Zach Peterson (our well-organized kid wrangling
crew).

Kathi Kirchoff, Kelli Ryman, Darlene Busse, Jan
Pearson, Rose Johnson and Jordyn Ryman (our
exceptional kitchen crew who made and served dinner
and snack each night).

Jen Collins, Karsten Nelson and our friends from St.
Andrew's (our incredibly flexible opening and closing
leads).

Lisa Diez (our dependable and very helpful resource).

Sandy Pruden (our camera lady).

Carol Rodriguez, Paul Snaza, Matt Kilbride, Scott
Reeves, Sam Meyer, Olivia Meyer, Andrea Duff, Kari
Keating, Cherie Kilbride, Carmen Snaza, Holly
Forsberg, Chris Reeves, Jen Collins and Karsten
Nelson (The supply gatherers, set designers, set
builders and set-up crew).

A special thank-you to our friends from St. Andrew's
for all of the donated items as well as use of their time
machine.

And, a final thank-you to all those that stayed and
helped us take down on Thursday night and/or donated
items for us to use.

Creation Stations

Please join us on Sunday, September 13th at 10:00am
for Rally Sunday. Registration forms for Creation
Stations Sunday School for the 2015-2016 year will be
available.

The Children's Ministry team is currently looking for
volunteers who would like to teach a rotation this
school year. The curriculum is written for you. You
just need to teach the same lesson for 2 to 3 weeks in a
row. The Faith Guides will be in the class with you
and helping you. Please let a member of the Children's
Ministry Team know if you would like to help.

Upcoming Schedule for Creation Stations:

Sept 20-Oct 11 The Fiery Furnace

20-Sep | Large Group in the Garden. All.

27-Sep | Small Groups

4-Oct | Small Groups




Handbell Choir Rehearsals

start Wednesday, Sept. 16
Calling all ringers! We will be
begin handbell choir rehearsals on
Wed. September 16 at 6:00 p.m.
o New members are always welcome!

Feel free to stop by a rehearsal and

check it out. No experience or music reading abilities
necessary! Questions? Contact Madeline Veenker at
mveenker@gmail.com or 651-308-8968.

Save the dates:

The following upcoming events
are sponsored by OWLS (Older
Wiser LutheranS) but are open to
everyone, family and friends!
Watch for further details.

OWLS
oLoeR
WISER
b LUTHERANG 8

Saturday, September 19" @ 9 am —

St. Croix Crossing Bridge Paddleboat Tour

Get a “bird’s eye view” of the new St. Croix Bridge
construction in Stillwater. Minnesota and Wisconsin
engineers will present a 172 hour overview of the pro-
gress so far and what more to expect in 2015. Project
staff will be on board to answer all your questions.
Cost for tour is: $11 for adults, $7 for kids 4-12, free
for kids 3 and under.

Prepayment required by September 6th. Minimal
walking. Carpool from church if needed.

October 25" —
Reformation Day “Singing the Faith” Festival
At Luther Seminary

November —
Tour of Minnesota Public Radio facilities
In downtown Saint Paul

December — Black Nativity Play
At Penumbra Theater in Saint Paul

Second Harvest Grocery Packing Line:

Sign up at church at the info booth, tell me in person,
or call me (651-779-7945) to help the crew pack out at
the grocery line on Tuesday September 15th

from 5:30 pm to 7:30pm. See below the EXTRA
benefit your time in September brings. Please arrive
about 10 minutes early.

Double Your Impact with the Double Down
Challenge During Hunger Action Month

Every hour you volunteer at Second Harvest
Heartland during September will be matched with
a $5 donation from Bremer Bank, up to a total of
$50,000! Your time matters.

We are an all ORLC crew on the 15th so we really
need the help. There are 20 slots to fill so sign up
early to secure your place! If you haven’t joined us
before, it’s a fun activity that really helps others. We
take bulk food from cases and each person on the
conveyor line adds their food item into a box that gets
distributed. We then label and seal the case and load it
on the pallet.

This is at the 2™ Harvest Heartland location in
Maplewood on 1140 Gervias Ave. Our past crews
have really made a difference! We've hit record
number of boxes packed many times. It's only a
couple hours of your time, but it impacts people in our
area in a very direct way - about food for 10,000 meals
packed! Join our team in helping fight hunger in our
community!!!!

Friends are always welcome to join us or work side by
side with your family. Just make sure their names is on
the list. Children 11 or older (contact me if interested if
younger) are welcome with a parent or an adult who
will be responsible for them. It is great to see multiple
generations working together.

Come serve and join the fun!

Pencil in on your calendar our future dates too:

(same time - same place)

November 17, 2015, January 21, 2016, March 3, 2016,
May 5, 2016,

Thank you!
Amy Krohn


mailto:mveenker@gmail.com
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Just People
Aren’t we all just people? We all consider ourselves

to be good, diverse unique individuals, who do the best
we can on most days. So what is the difference
between just people and JUST PEOPLE?

Who We Are: We are known as JUST PEOPLE Social
Justice Coalition — a shared ministry with Presentation
Catholic and Our Redeemer Lutheran. We are
ordinary Christian people who care deeply about our
sisters and brothers who have suffered because of
poverty, persecution, oppression, exclusion, through
no fault of their own. God requires us “to act justly, to
love mercy and to walk humbly with our

God.” (Micah 6:8). We believe that our eyes and
hearts must be opened to those who are suffering.

Some of the things that JUST PEOPLE have
participated in, over the last few years include: post
card campaigns; Dorothy Day Revision Project,
Hosting of Just People workshop retreat with 45-50
people attending at ORLC, Hunger presented by staff
from Merrick and Pastor Karsten from ORLC,
Respectful Conversation on guns held at ORLC, and
hosted an Isaiah presentation on becoming involved
with and equipped to do Social justice Advocacy.

During 2015-16 JUST PEOPLE will be having
three educational events. The first event will be
Tuesday evening, October 27™ at Our Redeemer
Lutheran Church and the topic will be
“Understanding our Muslim Neighbors.” We hope
you will come for a wider understanding of the
faith and finding ways to provide connection and
care. For more information talk to Pastor Karsten
or Joan Paulson

’ LUTHER If you are wanting to learn more
SEM]N ARY about matters relating to your

Christian faith and life, we have
an opportunity for you. The Lay School of Theology is
a program of informal, non-credit classes taught by
seminary professors. Classes meet on the Luther Semi-
nary campus during five consecutive Mondays in the
Olson Campus Center , 1490 Fulham St. Daytime
classes are from noon-2pm and evening classes meet
from 7-9pm.

You can register online at www.luthersem.edu/
layschool. The fee per course is $70. Those who regis-
ter for three or more courses at one time pay $60 per
course. Your first class is just $35!

The classes offered in the fall are: Acts: New Commu-
nities by God’s Grace; Jesus the Savior; Martin Luther
-A Grand Assortment of Insights, Part 1

Care For Creation:
New Recycling Opportunities
Our Redeemer has received
’ . hew blue recycling containers
5 and grey waste containers by
application to a program which
helps churches and businesses
to capture recyclable materials
they generate. This program, sponsored by the Ram-
sey/Washington County Resource Recovery
Project, Waste Wise Foundation, Minnesota Chamber
of Commerce and Biz Recycling, will help ORLC
improve our environmental impact and reduce waste.

When you are in our church building, please follow
the illustrations on the blue and grey container

labels. Place all rinsed, empty plastic containers
numbered 1 through 7, glass bottles, metal cans, paper,
and flattened cardboard together into the blue bins, for
"single sort" recycling. You may mark large cardboard
boxes for recycling, and our custodian Dave will
flatten them.

Place trash, such as styrofoam, plastic wrap, paper
plates, napkins, paper cups, and food-soiled cardboard
into the grey waste containers. Please do not mix trash
and recyclables! Our goal is to reduce the amount of
trash in the ORLC dumpster by separating out all
appropriate materials for recycling before they go into
the dumpster.

Please help spread the word about our increased
recycling efforts to all who use our church facilities.
Thank you for "Caring for Creation."

ALUMINUM CANS: You may continue to bring
your bagged aluminum cans ONLY on each first
Sunday of the month. These cans will be sold, and
proceeds used for Care for Creation or other church
projects.

Recycle

-




ORLC Building Upgrade Update

This building upgrade update is being written partly as
a tribute to our recently deceased friend and brother in
Christ, Dave Mennen. As many of you know, Dave
was the key inspiration in terms of leadership,
generosity, and financial expertise for making our
church building upgrades possible --- including both
recently completed upgrades and upcoming building
upgrades. Dave, your humble attitude, servant leader-
ship, generous spirit and smiling face will be greatly

Women’s

missed. We know you are enjoying God’s promise of Bathroom Before
eternal life. Thanks so much for your love and fruitful and After
work at this little neighborhood church you embraced Progress

so fully! God’s peace and grace be with you forever!

In terms of progress with the building upgrade
program --- it is steady, but slow at times. Patience is
an important virtue. After several years of dreaming
and planning, our 1956 and 1971 vintage portions of
our church building are now seeing some major
upgrades:

1. “Stone-on-steel”, 50 year warranty shingles have
been installed on the sanctuary roof. This was
important for both fixing some roof leaks and
replacing the old and problematic asphalt singles
on the vertical, perimeter “skirting” of the
sanctuary.

2. Adult restroom upgrades should be mostly . x
completed by the time this update is published and | : L O
read. August was mostly a month of waiting since S
custom Cambria countertops and custom toilet stall
partitions could not be measured and ordered until
all porcelain tile work was completed. Delivery
times on these two items are 3-5 weeks.

3. Children’s restroom upgrades: Demolition and
upgrades will begin as soon as all the three adult
restrooms are completed and fully functional.

4. Contract for kitchen upgrade will hopefully be
completed the first week in September. Getting St.
Paul City permits are taking many weeks. Demoli-
tion and rebuild of kitchen will hopefully begin in
early October and take about two months.

5. Outdoor digital signage is currently on hold until it
is determined what remaining funds are available.

LRy [T

Men’s Bathroom
Before and After
Progress

New Family
Bathroom Progress




Financial Information as of July 30 and online giving opportunities

Thank you for your support of Our Redeemer. We appreciate all of the contributions you donate to help our ministry
here at ORLC. The following is Member Giving versus Expenses (does not include rent and special income).

Budgeted Income  $153,999 Budgeted Expense  $218,949
Actual Income $163,652 Actual Expense $212,500

Contributions can now be debited automatically from your checking or savings account or processed using your
credit or debit card. Our new electronic giving program offers convenience for you and much-needed donation
consistency for our congregation. Collection basket offerings can fluctuate significantly from week to week due to
travel, illness and other circumstances, but when contributions are automated, the church receives funds on a steady,
uninterrupted basis. You can set up your donations on our website or if you'd rather, stop by the church office for an
authorization form. Please remember that everyone gives differently at ORLC when the plate is passed. Many people
donate stock, give monthly or quarterly or may be utilizing this online option.

To set up your electronic donation on our website:
1. Go to www.orlcmn.org
2. Click on the Donate button,
3. Click on the Create Profile button, then
4. Follow the onscreen instructions to create an online profile and to schedule your
recurring contributions or make a one time donation.

Worship Assistants
Date September 6 September 13 September 20 September 27
One Service 9:30am
Worship Host | Allen Heimerdinger | Claire Sexton Dennis Peterson | Doreen Winter
Gift Cards | Jill Rodriguez Vicki Anderson
Kitchen Help | Darlene Harwood | TBD Dick & Sharon Dennis & Jan
Florence Senske Peterson Peterson
8:45 Greeters | Judy Triplett Dan & Laurie, Virginia Kettleson | Joyce
Helen Wallace Danny Fitzgerald | Joyce Pederson Abrahamson
Barb Birchem Judy Moe
8:45 Lector | Michele Lana Larsen Kathi Kirchoff Dianne Derks
Heimerdinger
8:45 Ushers | Dennis Paulson Roger Ollila Dan Fitzgerald Larry & Sandy
Rob Klemm Baryogar Johnson | Bill Maynard Pruden
Kent Weispfenning | Roger Svendsen Bill Fredine Mike Welte
Roger Sparks Dennis Peterson Mike Kahrau
11:00 Greeters Shirley Keating Nora Smeed Claire Sexton
Cindy Crooks Jessica Ryden Sharon Peterson
Judy Koza
11:00 Lector Amy Krohn Jane Koza TBD
11:00 Ushers | Claire Sexton Rick Brovitch Randy & Jane Koza | Mark & Doreen
Cheri Edwall Johan Madrigal Dick & Sharon Winter
Matt Kilbride Jennifer Houge Peterson Troy & Courtney
Magnuson



http://www.orlcmn.org
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Our Redeemer Staff

Rev. Karsten Nelson, Pastor
651-772-2445 x102
Email: karsten@orlcmn.org

Anne Jackson, Pastoral Intern
651-772-2445 x 103
Email: anne@orlcmn.org

Eric Klein, Youth Minister
651-772-2445 x 106
Email: eric@orlcmn.org

Lisa Diez, Office Administrator
651-772-2445 x101
Email: lisa@orlcmn.org

Andy Peterson, Organist
651-247-2742

Email: andrewjpeterson@gmail.com

Ellie Peterson, Contemporary
Worship Leader
651-815-9650

Email: elliepetersonphotography@gmail.com

Madeline Veenker, Choir & Bell Director

651-308-8968
Email: mveenker@gmail.com

Dave Parenteau, Custodian
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Our Redeemer Lutheran Church
1390 Larpenteur Avenue East, St. Paul, MN 55109

Phone: 651-772-2445 Fax: 651-771-4548

Web: www.orlcmn.org
Email: office@orlcmn.org

Worship Schedule
8:45am Traditional
11:00am Contemporary
5th Sunday 10:00am

Like Us On f https://www.facebook.com/oricmn

facebook

https://twitter.com/orlcmn
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