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One of the surprises this year has been the number of 
funerals we have had at Our Redeemer. Some of them 
have been more anticipated with old age and illness, 
while others have been more sudden and shocking. The 
nine funerals we have had so far were for: Jim Peterson, 
Gary Moe, Larry Hanson, Jack Huggan, Shirley  
Torgerson, Rudy and Marie Mohrlant, Dave Mennen, 
and Gerane Hill. 
  
One thing that can be said for this place is that when deaths occur, Our  
Redeemer does a great job in leading strong funeral services and walking 
with the family before, during and after the events. From Lisa in the office with 
her good contact with family and guests, to the kitchen folks who provide 
great hospitality, to the pastoral care from Jen and me, to the members who 
surround and support the families, we do this ministry well. 
  
Deaths around us are always reminders that we too one day will be the one 
to die and leave others to grieve and celebrate who we were, and honor the 
God who loves us. These can be events that make us weak for months or 
motivate us for our own good living. I know that these funerals have left me 
saddened, made me review my plans, and called me into deeper faith and 
service. 
  
Deaths are events that require the church to depend on others in new ways. 
The people we lost cannot be replaced, but often the work they did invites 
others/us to step in and step up to fill in the holes they leave. At a recent  
funeral I said that the best thing we can do both to honor the people who died 
and love our Lord is to keep showing up in the life of the church, to keep 
sharing your treasures and talents, and to find ways to serve – these will 
bless us and bless the church. The church hurts when we lose good saints, 
but that is also the time we know God calls others to live and serve even 
more. 
  
We all tend to hope that our deaths will be a long ways off but it is good to 
think and plan well for our funerals. There are financial costs involved that 
should be tended to. There are details about songs and scripture for the  
service that should be recorded and a place for burial that should be named. 
There is an opportunity to be generous in our estates to our families,  
organizations or the church which should be listed. And more than anything 
we should see death as a reason to live our life in the fullness and  
abundance of service and love and care and faith that we want to be known 
for. If you have not done enough thinking or planning for your own death 
please do that – for the sake of all those around you. We have a helpful  
booklet to help you think and prepare for death – pick one up at the welcome 
desk or call the office to have one sent to you. 
  
Blessings to you and may you seek to live into the fullness of your life before 
death and Christ hold you. 
  
Pastor Karsten 
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Moving Forward… 

By Intern Pastor Jen Collins 

It seems quite surreal that the year 

is just about over, the 12 month 

journey is coming to its end. I  

remember walking into this place 

and being excited and nervous all 

at the same time, meeting all your  

faces and attempting to remember who was who. Our 

Redeemer made it especially tricky at times having 

those of you with duplicate names, Judy’s, Shirley’s, 

Carol’s with and without an “e” at the end, and Rogers 

who greeted me sometimes one after the other. I am so 

thankful for the grace you have shown me as I moved 

forward into the role of Intern Pastor. 

 

This place has been truly remarkable, you’ve helped me 

grow and transform into a better person but more im-

portantly a better pastor. I feel that God has used you to 

challenge, nudge, encourage me to serve God and oth-

ers to the best of my ability. Our Redeemer is a healthy, 

passionate and engaged congregation. You showed me 

that you all are committed to this church but more fully 

committed to God’s mission for the world. I was able to 

be a part of many ministry opportunities from Pastoral 

care to Mission Appeals. The ministry experience of-

fered to me was wide and broad, spreading both in and 

outside the walls of this place. 

 

Because of you, I am not the same from when I first 

began this journey. I no longer feel that I am confined 

to being just a “children, youth and family minister” or 

“intern,” with clarity and confidence I can say I am a 

pastor. This place helped to affirm this calling on my 

life, to uncover gifts, talents and abilities I was  

unaware I had. Being involved with the Mission  

Appeal Team, Mission Language Team, Older Adults 

Ministry (OWLS), Spiritual Growth Team, Youth, Chil-

dren, Bible Study groups, Small Group, and many other 

places revealed to me a few things… 

 

First, that people in this place are dedicated to the min-

istry and people they minister to. Countless hours spent 

planning, preparing, praying and walking alongside 

people. Many of you have gone above and beyond to 

seek God’s will in order to move this community for-

ward. There is still more ahead, the journey is not com-

plete but, you have a strong foundation and  

framework to work from. You are living the mission of 

Transforming Lives, Building Community by Loving 

God and Serving Others. These are not just words but, 

actions lived out. Celebrate in the work that has been 

done, remodeling of the bathrooms, raising $360,000 

for the Mission Appeal, being recognized by the Synod 

for our partnerships in Gardening. Keep moving  

forward, keep Christ at the center and be open to how 

the Spirit will move next month and this next year. 

 

Second, this place is a home. People at Our Redeemer 

want to be transformed, want to be in community with 

one another. There is a passion to seek ways to grow 

this congregation both inwardly and outwardly.  

Regardless of where people are from there is a willing-

ness to welcome. It is my hope that this place continues 

to be a home for all people; for interns to learn and 

grow, for the person who just walks in the doors for the 

first time, for the member who is homebound, for the 

lifetime member. Continue seeking relationships and 

community inside and outside of this place. Be a home. 

 

There is not enough space in this newsletter to express 

the amount of THANKS needed to be shared. Michael 

and I both are so honored and blessed to have been able 

to be a part of the Our Redeemer family this year. As 

we move forward we’d like to share some news and 

wishes we have… 

 

As I transition out of my role and make way for Anne 

Jackson to be present with you this next year, I want to 

inform you that I will be “unfriending” people from Fa-

cebook. This is not because I don’t want to be friends 

anymore but, I want to allow space for Anne to fully 

move into her role as Intern Pastor at Our Redeemer. If 

you’d like to find me in the new year of 2016, I will 

happily add you back to my Facebook page. If you are 

worried about keeping in touch, my personal email is: 

jennmike.2013@gmail.com. 

 

There are lots of new things happening after I conclude 

my internship. The biggest news that I will make sure to 

share is the arrival of our baby girl, Faora (Fay-or-a) Jo 

Collins. Pastor Karsten and Lisa will make an an-

nouncement to the congregation when this arrival hap-

pens. Michael and I would like to request that any visits 

be planned after we are home from the hospital, which 

information on how to contact us about visiting will be 

provided. There will be a planned visit back to Our Re-

deemer sometime in October/November where you can 

meet baby, Faora Jo. We are so excited to share our 

new family member with you and look forward to that 

visit. We hope that you understand our request to give 

ourselves time to bond and adjust. 

 

Continued….. 
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Continued from page 2…. 

 

We will be sticking around in the cities for a while 

longer as I received confirmation of my restriction to 

the Saint Paul Area Synod. This means that I will be 

searching for calls only within that synod as Michael 

and I want to honor Mike’s job in Minneapolis as well 

as our new bundle of joy and the unknowns that come 

with parenting. We have been in deep discernment 

over this decision and feel that this is right for now. 

God has already opened doors for me as I have begun 

conversations with a local church about a call. We ask 

that you continue to keep us in your prayers. We will 

also be praying for Our Redeemer and all that lays 

ahead as we move forward. 
 

Thank you and Blessings from, 

Michael & Jen Collins 

 

 

FARWELL PARTY ON August 16 for  

OUR INTERN PASTOR, JEN! 

All are welcome to attend a farewell party for our  

Intern Pastor, Jen Colllins, on Sunday, August 16 in 

the Fellowship Hall at 10:30 (right after the church  

service).  Please bring one of the following items to 

share (church will provide the beverages): 

 

Any kind of salad, a fruit plate, apple pie or cherry 

pie.  Jen has opted for apple or cherry pie instead of a 

sheet cake.  

 

Please come and wish Jen well as she prepares for a 

call to ministry in the Twin Cities and surrounding  

area.  There will be a short program as we express our 

appreciation and thanks to Jen for doing an outstand-

ing job this past year as our Intern Pastor. 

 

We wish her well and say, “Vayas con Dios” (Go with 

God!) 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Our family mission trip was a great time of bonding 

and working together to serve those in need. See some 

pics below and consider joining us next year! 
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Hello Our Redeemer! 

 

For the month of August, we have 

some exciting things happening!   

August 4th, the youth will be  

helping out at National Night Out. 

It will be a time where we can  

participate in the community and 

be leaders in it.  August 6th is Valley Fair, we will be 

spending the day there, having an awesome time.  The 

6-12th graders will also be running games for VBS, 

beginning August 10th.  August 19th will be the youth 

programs "Fairwell Party" to Jen.  This will be a time 

for fellowship where we can have good food and even 

better company while we say goodbye to our wonder-

ful Intern Pastor.  August will also begin Wednesday 

night gatherings again in which we will meet from 6-8 

pm like always.  Emails will be sent out with more  

information about all of these events.  

 

In July, the youth had a great time serving the  

community as well as enjoying each other's company 

during Summer Stretch. The relationships continuing 

to be built in our youth group is a very exciting one, 

and as the connections continue we hope the growth as 

a group to continue.  

 

For other news, the youth ministry team is looking for 

adults in the congregation that have interest in joining 

a group that meets once a month, and is active in  

planning and organizing events for the youth 

program.   

 

Stay Blessed, 

 

Eric Klein, Director of Youth Ministry 

 

 

Vacation Bible School 

Join us for Vacation Bible School for our Bible Blast 

to the Past! This is a free program for those ages 3 

years through entering 5th grade. It is on Monday,  

August 10th - Thursday, August 13th from 6:00pm - 

8:00pm  Join us for a light supper served each night at 

5:30pm.  Register your child at  

http://www.vacationbibleschool.com/orlcmn/ 

 

 

Don't forget about Rally Sunday!   

Join us on September 13, 2015  to register for  

Creation Stations 2015/2016. 
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Sanctuary Choir Rehearsals  

begins Wednesday, August 26 

 

 

 

 

 

 Do you like being part of a group that works to 

bring to joy to others?  

 Do you love to sing?  

 Do you like to sing?  

 Do you think you may be interested in finding out 

if you like to sing?  

 

If you answered yes to any of these questions, then 

come check out the Sanctuary Choir at our first  

rehearsal on Wednesday, August 26! We generally 

sing 3 Sundays per month, and rehearse most  

Wednesday evenings from 7:00-8:30 p.m. You do not 

need to commit to every Sunday or every Wednesday 

to join this fun and lively ensemble. Come whenever 

you are able to!  No prior experience or music reading 

ability necessary. Anyone and everyone is welcome.  

 

Questions? Contact Madeline Veenker, Sanctuary 

Choir Director at mveenker@gmail.com or 651-308-

8968. 

 

 

 

 

National Night Out 

Tuesday, August 4th from 5:00-8:00pm! 

 

Join us for our event which 

includes free food, a dunk 

tank, bouncy house, 

games, fellowship and fun! 

If you are interested in 

helping out, please contact 

Claire Sexton at 651-336-

2975. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Save the dates: 

The following upcoming events are 

sponsored by OWLS (Older Wiser 

LutheranS) but are open to every-

one, family and friends!  Watch for 

further details. 

 

 

Saturday, September 19th   @ 9 am – St. Croix Cross-

ing Bridge Paddleboat Tour .  Get a “bird’s eye view” 

of the new St. Croix Bridge construction in Stillwater.  

Minnesota and Wisconsin engineers will present a 1½ 

hour overview of the progress so far and what more to 

expect in 2015.  Project staff will be on board to an-

swer all your questions.  Cost for tour is:  $11 for 

adults, $7 for kids 4-12, free for kids 3 and under.   

Prepayment required by September 6th.  Minimal 

walking.  Carpool from church if needed. 

 

October 25th – Reformation Day “Singing the Faith”  

Festival at Luther Seminary 

 

November – Tour of Minnesota Public Radio facilities 

in downtown Saint Paul 

 

December – Black Nativity Play at Penumbra Theater 

in Saint Paul 

 

 

Thrivent Financial Members 

Please check your Thrivent accounts for Choice  

Dollars which have again been made available at the 

end of First Quarter 2015 by Thrivent for you to direct. 

Our Redeemer has received $2960 in Thrivent Choice 

Dollars so far in 2015. If you have any questions, 

please see Lana and Don Larsen. Thank you for  

directing your dollars to ORLC! 
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Church Basement Ladies 

On Wednesday, October 7th there’s an opportunity to see 

the  Church Basement Ladies original side splitting  musical 

celebrate their 10th Anniversary at the Plymouth Playhouse. 

This is the show that mimics life as we know it around our 

church community. Enjoy lunch and the ease of a bus ride to 

the theater. $72   Contact Kathi Kirchoff for tickets. 

mailto:mveenker@gmail.com


Date August 2 August 9 August 16 August 23 August 30 

Worship Host Amy Krohn Doreen Winter  Bruce Ring & Rita 

During 

 Dean Ersfeld  Roger Svendsen 

Gift Cards Mary Forsberg  Barb Maynard  Sharon Peterson 

Kitchen Help Darlene Harwood 

Florence Senske 

TBD Dick & Sharon  

  Peterson 

 

Dennis & Jan  

  Peterson 

Kathi Kirchoff 

Greeters  

 

Judy Triplett 

Helen Wallace 

 

Dan & Laurie,  

Danny Fitzgerald  

Shirley Keating 

Cindy Crooks 

 

Virginia Kettleson 

Nora Smeed 

Darlene Harwood 

Judy Koza 

 

Joyce  

Abrahamson 

Judy Moe 

Claire Sexton 

Sharon Peterson 

 

Jennifer  

Kubitschek 

Florence Senske 

Lector  

 

Darleen Klemm Cassidy Reeves Chris Reeves Lana Laren Anna Miller 

Ushers  

8:45  

Dennis Paulson 

Rob Klemm 

Kent Weispfenning 

Roger Sparks 

Claire Sexton 

Cheri Edwall  

Matt Kilbride 

Roger Ollila 

Baryogar Johnson 

Roger Svendsen 

 Dennis Peterson 

 Rick Brovitch 

 Johan Madrigal 

 Jennifer Houge 

Dan Fitzgerald 

Bill Maynard 

Bill Fredine 

Randy & Jane Koza 

Dick & Sharon  

  Peterson 

Larry & Sandy  

  Pruden 

Mike Welte 

Mike Kahrau 

Mark & Doreen  

Winter  

Troy & Courtney 

Magnuson 

Dick & Sharon  

 Peterson 

 Claire Sexton 

Worship Assistants 

Financial Information as of June 30, 2015 

  

Thank you for your support of Our Redeemer. We  

appreciate all of the contributions you donate to help 

our ministry here at ORLC. The following is Member 

Giving versus Expenses (does not include rent and  

special income). 

  

Budgeted Income $132,164  

Actual Income $144,046  

  

Budgeted Expense  $190,531  

Actual Expense $182,038     

Building Update 

 

It is exciting to see some work being done around 

our building. The front bathrooms are well under-

way, and at the time of this writing the tile has been 

laid, the new entry door to the men’s restroom has 

been cut, the windows have been frosted in the  

women’s room, and the family room walls are 

framed. The roof should be complete in a day or two.  

 

We are so thankful to all of you for making this  

process such a smooth one. We greatly appreciate all 

of your donations and ask that you continue to sup-

port our ministry and building updates. 
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Address Service Requested 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church 
1390 East Larpenteur Avenue 
St. Paul, MN 55109 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 DATED MATERIAL 
 DO NOT DELAY 

Our Redeemer Staff 
 

Rev. Karsten Nelson, Pastor 
651-772-2445 x102 
Email: karsten@orlcmn.org 
 

Jenifer Collins, Pastoral Intern 
651-772-2445 x 103 
Email: jen@orlcmn.org 
 

Eric Klein, Youth Minister 
651-772-2445 x 106 
Email: eric@orlcmn.org 
 

Lisa Diez, Office Administrator 
651-772-2445 x101 
Email: lisa@orlcmn.org 
 

Andy Peterson, Organist 
651-247-2742 
Email: andrewjpeterson@gmail.com 
 

Ellie Peterson, Contemporary  
Worship Leader 
651-815-9650 
Email: elliepetersonphotography@gmail.com 
 

Madeline Veenker, Choir & Bell Director 
651-308-8968 
Email: mveenker@gmail.com 
 

Dave Parenteau, Custodian 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church 
1390 Larpenteur Avenue East, St. Paul, MN 55109 

 

Phone: 651-772-2445 Fax: 651-771-4548 
 

Web: www.orlcmn.org 
Email: office@orlcmn.org 

https://www.facebook.com/orlcmn  

https://twitter.com/orlcmn 

Worship Schedule 
8:45am Traditional      
11:00am Contemporary     
5th Sunday 10:00am 

https://www.facebook.com/orlcmn

