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Mission Appeal Delight 
  

It is with joy, wonderment, excitement, and thanksgiving that we 

are delighted to share the news that so far in the Transforming 

Lives and Building Community Mission Appeal we have received 

commitments for $360,000 to help make important renovations to 

our building and provide special ministry support to enhance for 

our young family, older adult, and outreach ministry. This is a 

beautiful response to the first Mission Appeal this congregation has taken in forty 

years, and it helps us to prepare for a hopeful future for this congregation. 

  

This strong response is also confirmation that God is here stirring hearts toward  

generosity and people want to be partners in the life and work of Our Redeemer. It is 

certain confirmation that we are ready and willing to commit ourselves to the work of 

the church and are hopeful about the future ministry of this congregation. 

  

What began four years ago as a desire to seek renewal for Our Redeemer by joining a 

consortium of other congregations for a Mission Renewal Process with the St Paul 

Area Synod, has now led us to reshaping the Mission Language of Our Redeemer 

(Transforming Live and Building Community by Loving God and Serving Others), 

had us seek special consultants and use two assessments to better understand our 

hopes and needs, and now led us through this Mission Appeal. 

  

God is stirring and we are responding. But let's not think the work is done. We are 

moving forward in some very good and faithful ways, and yet what this seeks to do is 

draw us even further into good life and ministry of this place, with more people being 

drawn into participation and partnering in what God is doing here. 

  

This means we will be good about inviting members into areas of ministry and  

programs. This means we will do more about getting the word out to the  

neighborhoods about Our Redeemer and embracing them when they come here. This 

means we will keep developing ministry opportunities. This means we will do  

another nudge to those who have not yet committed to this Mission Appeal because 

we are weaker without your participation (at any level) and we want to have a larger 

percent of us blessed though our participation - call the office to get a commitment 

card. And this means we will keep developing ministry opportunities. 

  

God is stirring and we are responding - thanks be to God for what is happening in us 

and through us as a congregation. We are living into good hopes and plans that we 

and God have for Our Redeemer. 

 

 



 

 

Navigating Summer 

By Intern Pastor Jen Collins 
 

Flowers are sprouting, kids are 

playing sports on the fields, and 

birds are singing. It sure seems like 

summer is just around the corner. 

You might be preparing for school 

to end or creating that spring  

cleaning to do list in order to prep for the months ahead. 

Regardless of what is happening or how you’re  

preparing, you might be simply wondering...  

 

How will I navigate summer? 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whether it’s kicking back on a beach in Florida or  

running back and forth dropping and picking up kids/

grandkids. Look at Deuteronomy 6:4-9 to help you  

navigate summer. Let this summer be encouraging and  

inviting as you might seek to know and love God and 

others more. Below are some thoughts to help steer you 

into a summer filled with excitement, energy and  

community.  
 

Be intentional. Be ready. Be available. Be consistent.  

 

Be Intentional. 

Making the most of our time with anyone requires  

intentionality. God has given you the gift of time with 

your family & friends. Take advantage and don’t let it 

pass you by without first considering how you might use 

every moment. 

 

Be Ready. 

Along with being intentional, try spending some time 

being prepared. If intention is a mindset, preparation is a 

plan. There are many activities and various settings from 

church, cabin, pool, lake, park or zoo. Not every activity 

will be a fit for every family, but as you plan through 

how to schedule your summer, use your activities as a 

mental spring board. Adapt and adjust them for your 

family and add in some of your own flare. Take your 

plan, and maybe write it out either on a calendar or in a 

planner or in whatever way works best for you.  

However you do it, give your vision feet by putting it in 

writing. 

 

Be Available. 

We make time for the things that we value. How you 

and others spend summer will in large be dictated by 

what you value. There are many ways to keep you busy 

throughout the summer that don’t actually involve you 

spending time with others. While many of these are 

great things on their own, and we do need some alone 

time now and then, but consider the value of being with 

others. Or perhaps the better question is, because many 

of us have jobs that make spending our days sometime 

impossible, what value are you communicating matters 

by how you spend your non-working hours? Your  

intentional preparation will only be put to use when 

you’re available. 

 

Be Consistent. 

Having consistent times together is important, even if 

they are brief. Developing a daily habit like reading 

scripture with family or gathering for small group could 

turn out to be far more valuable than you might know.  

 

Summer Prayer 

As we begin these summer months, 

gracious and loving Jesus,  

remind us of your ever present  

guidance and love. 

 

Give us confidence in Your presence, 

remembering all that we have been 

taught this year and let us  

live it in our summer experiences. 

 

As we work, play and enjoy 

our family and friends this summer, 

may we feel you with us, 

guiding us toward all 

that is right and just in Your name.  

 

Let us be grateful for the gift of summer 

allow us, Jesus, to enjoy it safely  

and remind us daily of your love for us all. 

Amen. 
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Intergenerational Mission Trip  
We still have space for anyone who would like to join a 

dozen of us (currently ages under 1 -70) for four days 

of service work with food centers and nursing homes in 

Fargo from July 9-12.  

 

The days are marked with serving, the nights with more 

community building, with lots of building friendships 

in between.  See Pastor Karsten for more info. 



 

Three Congregations - One Worship:  
On Sunday May 31 at 3:30pm we have a special extra 

worship opportunity as we will have a joint worship  

service with the other congregations that rent space from 

us: Spring of Eternal Life (a Hispanic Nazarene  

congregation) and Savior (a Hmong Alliance  

congregation).  

 

The worship will be primarily in English but feature 

some special music in Hmong and a translated sermon 

from Spanish. Musicians from all three congregations 

have been practicing together and when the various 

leaders met for planning there was great excitement for 

this day. And then following worship we will enjoy a 

feast of different foods and time to build community 

with these fine folks. Come join us for this enjoyable 

afternoon, bring a dish of food to share, and be ready for 

a great experience. 

  

 

Summer Worship Series  
During the summer we are going to have 3 five week 

preaching series that will let scripture help us look at our 

life.  

 

We will begin on Memorial Day weekend with the first 

series on Psalms - a book that brings honest language to 

God about our praise, lament, trust and thanksgiving. 

Join us as we explore what others said and invites us to 

bring these same experiences before God.  

 

In July we will begin a series on Hebrews and the  

beautiful and memorable words that draw us deep into 

what Christ and faith bring to our lives.  

 

We will end the summer with a series called The Heart 

of Reconciliation that will explore the gift and the work 

of mending relationships. 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Survey Feedback Results 
The Worship & Music team wanted to share the results 

from the surveys.  There were 80 people who  

participated in the Worship Feedback Survey. Of those 

who participated 94 % attend majority of the time. This 

shows that there is a well committed group of people 

who are invested in this place and want to keep seeking 

ways to provide better worship opportunities.  

 

The survey found that the highest ranking reasons  

people aren't able to worship with us is because of 

HEALTH, SCHEDULING or TRAVEL reasons. 

Which is a good indicator that people don't come to 

worship because of reasons out of their control. What 

people most appreciate about Our Redeemer’s worship 

experience is: GOOD MUSIC, THE PEOPLE & 

STRONG PREACHING. It is great to know that 

these are things that Our Redeemer is doing well and 

draws people into worship.  
 

Summer Worship 

 

 

 

 

 

 
As it was announced in service on May 17th, from  

Memorial Day weekend (May 24th) to Labor Day 

Weekend (September 6th) there will be a Single  

Service @ 9:30 am.  
 

The style of that service will be a blended one similar to 

the services we had in April. There was a 91%  

acceptance rate for a blended service. 
 

NEW this summer is the weekday evening service. 51% 

of people preferred Thursday, 58% preferred 6:30 

pm, 74 % of people prefer communion every other 

week (2nd & 4th Thursdays) and 52% of people prefer 

having a blended service.  
 

Some of the areas in which Our Redeemer could  

improve upon and are concerns to congregation  

members are: Lacking Number of People, Sound  

Concerns & Time of Worship. The Worship & Music 

Team will continue to investigate and seek to find ways 

to meet the needs of this community. If you are  

interested in being a part of this team talk with Pastor 

Karsten or any of the Worship & Music Team: Kathi 

Kirchoff, Doreen Winter, Nicole Carlson, Madeline 

Veekner, Andy & Ellie Peterson.  
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Hello youth and families of 

ORLC, 

 

In the month of June, there is a 

good amount of events that will be 

happening at ORLC.  Since it is 

the summer, as your wonderful 

youth worker, I am incredibly  

excited!   

 

First thing to bring up is our summer retreat at the  

Nelson Family Cabin! Karsten, Jen and I will be taking 

a group of youth (as many as we can) out to lovely 

Brandon, MN for a summer retreat of faith building 

and just plain ol' fun!  The dates for the retreat are June 

24th-26th.  

 

We also will be continuing with our newly started 

'Summer Wednesday Night Gatherings'. This is every 

Wednesday from 6-8pm, and is a time in which we 

will continue to grow our youth community and  

relationships.  During this time we will also work to 

involve the youth in planning so that they can be more 

involved in the events that they are participating in at 

ORLC. 

 

Lastly, on Friday June 5th, we will be having a 'Late 

Night Game Extravaganza', in which we will be  

playing some newly learned games that the youth 

learned at the last lock-in! This event will begin at 

9pm and go until 12am and will be a great time! 

 

Also I did want to update the congregation on what 

will be happening this summer in terms of a summer 

trip.  This summer we will not be going on a trip, but 

rather, trying to keep busy around the church  

community, working in the local community, as well 

as continuing to grow as a youth family inside the 

walls of ORLC.  In the month of July, we will be  

participating in a service event with Grace Lutheran 

Church entitled 'Summer Stretch' which will be four 

full days of service, that includes a lot of fun activities 

as well.   

 

If there are any questions or concerns PLEASE feel 

free to contact me, and I can hopefully steer you in the 

right direction! 

 

Thank you and blessings from your super fun Director 

of Youth Ministry, 

 

Eric Klein 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Doulos Celebration and Reunion 

 

On Monday June 15th – Come join us for a night of 

good ice cream sundaes and snack food, chances to bid 

on a number of great silent auction baskets and items, 

viewing a new video about Doulos and hearing from 

the Director Mike Zweber, Board President Eric Elton, 

and a student (Madeline Echavarria) who just finished 

an exchange program in Ohio. This is a chance to visit 

with others who have taken trips, learn about the  

wonderful new things at Doulos, and even hear about 

some upcoming 2016 mission trips being planned.  

 

Join us from 6:30-8:30pm (or  just par t of the night) 

as we gather to celebrate what God is doing in and 

through this ministry. This is taking place at the  

outdoor stage (east upper parking lot) at Prince of 

Peace church - 13901 Fairview Drive in Burnsville. 

Financial Information as of April 30, 2015 

  

Thank you for your support of Our Redeemer. We  

appreciate all of the contributions you donate to help 

our ministry here at ORLC. The following is Member 

Giving versus Expenses (does not include rent and  

special income). 

  

Budgeted Income  $83,447 

Actual Income  $98,425 

  

Budgeted Expense   $124,068 

Actual Expense   $125,861 
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Devotions, Devotions, and more Devotions! 

 

It has been a great year working on the devotional 

challenge.  Summer is no different, maybe even a time 

that is just right to start/restart a spiritual habit.  Let's 

be in a daily devotion.  Here's what we have in store 

for some time in the SON! 

 

1.  Sunday June 7th and 14th - DEVOTIONAL BOOK 

DONATION/SWAP:  Take the time before Sunday 

and look around home.   Bring in that devotional book 

that you've read and are willing to donate to someone 

else.   Bring it to the specially marked table in the  

Narthex and drop it off.   Browse through what is there 

and take a different devotional book home.   Anyone 

can stop by the table and take a devotional book to  

enjoy the SONshine- even if you didn't bring one to 

donate. 

 

2.  Sunday May 31st through the Sundays in June, look 

in the Sunday bulletin for a daily devotional for that 

week that goes along with the summer sermon  

series.  It's a great way to deepen our Faith and live 

into the teachings from Sunday. 

 

 

 

Building Team Update 
We are excited to report that the bathroom building 

work will begin sometime in late June after the permits 

get final approval by the city of St Paul. We are now 

preparing for the necessary arrangements of tending to 

the dust, storage and space changes ahead - please 

keep your eye on the bulletin for week to week updates 

and information. 

 

We are also in the process of getting the more detailed 

bids on the kitchen work, are lining up the work to 

shingle the sanctuary roof this summer, and are contin-

uing the process to determine front LED signage.  

 

And as we tend to the major projects we are also con-

sidering some minor projects of nursery upgrades, 

front door handicapped entrance button, hallway ceil-

ing and main entrance wall with mission language. 

There is some good inside transformation about to take 

place – thanks for your strong support. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children’s Ministry 

 

We celebrated the end of the 2014/2015 Creation  

Stations year on Sunday, May 17th.  The weather  

didn't cooperate, so the festivities were held  

inside.  There were five 5th graders who "graduated" 

from Creation Stations this year.  Congratulations to 

Olivia Meyer, Natalie Forsberg, Natalie Barrett,  

Brayden Pruden, Lily Weverka and Joshua  

Petterson.  Also, a big thank you to all of the  

volunteers who helped us during the year by teaching a 

rotation or gathering supplies.  We couldn't do it  

without you and we sincerely appreciate all you do!  

Join us for some awesome summer events and be 

sure to bring a friend or two!! 
 

Bike Rodeo 
June 10th - 6:30pm-8:00pm 

Join us in the East parking lot to learn 

all about bicycle safety with our 

friends from the Maplewood Police 

Department.  We'll even get to enjoy 

some root beer floats. 

 

Indoor Movie 
July 15th - 6:30pm 

Join us in the fellowship hall 

for a movie night.  Popcorn 

and drinks will be served.  

 

VBS - Bible Blast to the Past! 
FREE!!  Ages 3 years through 

entering 5th grade. 

Monday, August 10th - Thursday, 

August 13th, 6:00pm - 8:00pm 

Join us for a light supper served 

at 5:30pm.  
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Date June 7 June 14 June 21 June 28 

Worship Host Amy Krohn Bruce Ring & Rita 

During 

 Dick & Sharon  

 Peterson 

 Dennis Peterson 

Gift Cards Sharon Peterson  Vicki Anderson  

Kitchen Help Darlene Harwood Dave Mennen Dick & Sharon  

  Peterson 

 

Dennis & Jan  

  Peterson 

Greeters  

 

Judy Triplett 

Helen Wallace 

Darlene Harwood 

 

Dan & Laurie,  

Danny Fitzgerald  

Shirley Keating 

Cindy Crooks 

Jennifer Kubitschek 

Virginia Kettleson 

Nora Smeed 

Jessica Ryden 

 

Joyce  

Abrahamson 

Judy Moe 

Claire Sexton 

Sharon Peterson 

 

Lector  

 

Chris Reeves Jane Koza Lana Larsen Kathi Kirchoff 

Ushers  

8:45  

Dennis Paulson 

Rob Klemm 

Kent Weispfenning 

Roger Sparks 

Claire Sexton 

Cheri Edwall  

Matt Kilbride 

Roger Ollila 

Baryogar Johnson 

Roger Svendsen 

 Dennis Peterson 

 Rick Brovitch 

 Johan Madrigal 

 Jennifer Houge 

Dan Fitzgerald 

Bill Maynard 

Bill Fredine 

Dave Mennen 

Randy & Jane Koza 

Dick & Sharon  

  Peterson 

Larry & Sandy  

  Pruden 

Mike Welte 

Mike Kahrau 

Mark & Doreen  

Winter  

Troy & Courtney 

Magnuson 

Worship Assistants 

We had a great group of people here in 

May to help build the new garden beds 

and fill all of the gardens with dirt. Meet 

our new gardeners! They hail from  

Bhutan, outside of Nepal. They are  

excited to  have a garden bed here at 

ORLC. The beds we have for us are  

donated to the food shelf. 
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Address Service Requested 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church 
1390 East Larpenteur Avenue 
St. Paul, MN 55109 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 DATED MATERIAL 
 DO NOT DELAY 

Our Redeemer Staff 
 

Rev. Karsten Nelson, Pastor 
651-772-2445 x102 
Email: karsten@orlcmn.org 
 

Jenifer Collins, Pastoral Intern 
651-772-2445 x 103 
Email: jen@orlcmn.org 
 

Eric Klein, Youth Minister 
651-772-2445 x 106 
Email: eric@orlcmn.org 
 

Lisa Diez, Office Administrator  
651-772-2445 x101 
Email: lisa@orlcmn.org 
 

Andy Peterson, Organist 
651-247-2742 
Email: andrewjpeterson@gmail.com 
 

Ellie Peterson, Contemporary  
Worship Leader 
651-815-9650 
Email: elliepetersonphotography@gmail.com 
 

Madeline Veenker, Choir & Bell Director  
651-308-8968 
Email: mveenker@gmail.com 
 

Dave Parenteau, Custodian 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church 
1390 Larpenteur Avenue East, St. Paul, MN 55109 

 

Phone: 651-772-2445 Fax: 651-771-4548 
 

Web: www.orlcmn.org 
Email: office@orlcmn.org 

https://www.facebook.com/orlcmn  

https://twitter.com/orlcmn 

Worship Schedule 
8:45am Traditional      
11:00am Contemporary     
5th Sunday 10:00am 

https://www.facebook.com/orlcmn

