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Worship Matters!

Let me share a common understanding amongst every single pastor (and many of
our lay leaders) — Worship is the heartbeat of our life together!

Our Sunday time to gather as the people of God is important for each of us, valua-
ble for the rest of the community, and delightful to God. We (meaning the rest of
the congregation) love it when you are here. We miss you when you are gone.
And we hope that worship is a priority for bringing strength and grounding and connection and mean-
ing to your daily life, as well as your faith life.

During the first two weeks of January our Adult Enrichment series was titled ¢ Worship Matters’ and
from it one of the main points was that as we come to worship we can expect that time to help us expe-
rience various things — Awe, Delight, Truth and Hope. Let me give you a recap of what was shared
around each of these elements.

We gather under an experience of Awe. Our God’s love and grace is so grand, so wide, so new, so
refreshing that worship is a time to experience awe. We sing it out loud with songs like “How Great
Thou Art” — “Oh Lord, my God, when I in awesome wonder consider all the works your hands have
made..”, We experience awe as we hear the spectacular stories of God’s touch and care and activity in
the Biblical stories we read. This awe is felt when we week by week come and encounter a God who
is so deeply personal and close to us, yet recognized as one vastly different from us.

Worship is also a time for Delight. An old creed was written by trying to address key questions for
people and the first was, ‘What is the chief end of humankind?’, to which was given the answer, ‘To
glorify God and enjoy God forever’. There should be delight on our lips and at the foundation of our
lives. And worship is a place to let that out, or even to have that be drawn out from us.

In worship there is Truth. We hear the truth about who Jesus is, where God had acted, and how the
Spirit 1s still at work. This is also a time we come face to face with some of our faults and sins and
falling short — exposing these truths about us. And through words sung or spoken or heard, worship is
a place where we raise our laments. But on top of that, hearing words of promise spoken over us con-
veys we are saints as well as sinners, forgiven and set free, called to be God’s light and feet in the
world.

And in worship we experience Hope. The promises of God to love us, accept us, use us, forgive us,
and to be with us are promises grounded in Gods words and actions. This brings hope to us, and helps
us live. It also means that through us there is more hope for the world too as we are sent out as serv-
ants, until the day of great hope when Christ returns.

Carry these words in the back of your mind to help you experience the fullness of this valuable time
together. Come join us for the most important time for people of faith - see you in worship.



From the Intern...

8 It has been cold. I don’t think any-
one can say that we haven’t had a
real winter this year. In fact it has
been so cold that many of us have
not wanted to leave the house.
e Thankfully, the extreme cold has

~ 0 tapered off and we can go from the
house to the car without fear of being frozen solid
along the way. This is also perfect timing for the up-
coming Trivia Game Night. On Friday January 31* at
6:00pm we will have the trivia Game night.

Come all ye who have longed to leave the
home, come all ye who wish to invite friends to
church, and come all ye who love to laugh and have
fun. With the winter Olympics only days away from
beginning in Sochi Russia it is only fitting that we will
have our own trivia Olympics first. As in past trivia
game nights, we will compete as teams of 8§ in events
that will span the generations. If you want to form a
team ahead of time great, come and enjoy the evening.
If you aren’t part of any team already don’t worry,
come because new teams will be made the night of the
game. This night provides a chance for the church to
come together in laughter and light heartedness enjoy-
ing each other’s company. If you are not interested or
good at trivia still consider coming to be in community
during these long cold nights of winter. To the cham-
pion team goes the honor of the lighting the Our Re-
deemer Olympic Torch, and the first slices of the des-
sert cake. Every one of all ages is invited to come and
join in the fun.

In a show of Olympic level sportsmanship, the
night will be bring a snack to share. (Chips and dip,
cocktail Winnies, vegetable trays, etc...). The church
with provide drinks and I will provide the dessert cake.
This looks to be a fun way to get out of the house and
be in fellowship with each other. As we gather to have
fun and share a good time we remember Psalm 133.

“How very good and pleasant it is
when kindred live together in unity!
*It is like the precious oil on the head,
running down upon the beard,
on the beard of Aaron,
running down over the collar of his robes.
31t is like the dew of Hermon,
which falls on the mountains of Zion.
For there the LORD ordained his blessing,
life forevermore.”

God’s blessing,
Intern Pastor Ben

Transformation

Transformation is a gift and God’s work, it is a goal
and our work. This year during Lent (which begins
with Ash Wednesday on March 5) we will again be
having the regular Wednesday evenings of food
(beginning at 5:30), worship (at 6:30) and then study
time (at 7:00). Look for opportunities to sign up and
help with the food on these special nights, or seek out
Kathi Kirchoff to get on the schedule.

A special congregational focus this year again will be a
study opportunity at various times (Sunday am, Sun-
day pm, Monday pm Wednesday am, Thursday am)
with a Rick Warren resource.  This study is called
‘Transformation’ and we invite you to plan ahead to
join us for six weeks of meeting together and enjoying
the fellowship and friendship and transforming work
that will happen. From scripture in Romans 12:2 we
read, “Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this
word, but be transformed by the renewing of your
mind”. So anticipate a Lenten season for good growth
and of God’s restoring, redirecting, and reenergizing
work. More information will come in the next news-
letter and bulletins.

Lent worship (with some new changes)

We begin this year with Ash Wednesday worship at
both 11:00am with a BYO lunch, and then at 7:00pm
with a meal an hour before. The following Wednes-
days there is evening soup supper at 5:30pm, worship
at 6:30pm, and study options at 7:00pm.

One change this year is that we will not be having the
late morning worship — those numbers had been dwin-
dling to as low as fifteen — our hope is that many of
those folks will either come earlier in the morning for
the 9:30 Bible Study or join us at night. We will have
two Maundy Thursday services — one at 9:00am fol-
lowed by a breakfast, and another at 7:00pm. One spe-
cial element for this year is going to be a Good Friday
Tenebrae service at 7:00pm that will be a musical ser-
vice led by our sanctuary choir.



Feed My Starving Children Mega-Pack Update

=

Although we were very excited to participate in the
Mega Pack event this February for Feed My Starving
Children, we will not be able to help out as an orga-
nized church group, due to this event's site location
change. There was a need for a larger space to hold
this mega-pack event, so they have moved the event
from Burnsville to Prior Lake. Unfortunately, this
change in location makes the trip less feasible for our
church to participate. We will continue to watch for
other mega-pack events closer to our area. If you are
interested in participating in this event as an individual

or family, you can get additional information on
FMSC's website: www.fmsc.org
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Second Harvest Grocery Packing Line

Sign up at church at the info booth to help the crew
pack out at the grocery line on March 4 from 5-7pm.
Please arrive about 10 minutes early. We have 20 slots
that we can fill. Ifyou haven’tjoined us before, it’s
a fun activity that really helps others. We take bulk
food and each person on the conveyor line adds their
food item into a box. Then we label and seal the case
and load it on the pallets. This is at the 2" Harvest
Heartland location in Maplewood on Gervais Ave.

Bring along a friend or work side by side with your
family. Children 11 and older are welcome with a par-
ent. It is great to see multiple generations working to-
gether.

Congratulations to the January Crew! They packed out
15 pallets worth of food which ties a record for the most
output at the grocery packing line. Way to go team! [
know people had a blast and did a great thing for others.
Can you believe that 15 pallets of food equates to
26,250 1bs of food which is just over 13 tons. That’s a
lot of food and actually 21,875 meals for people.

If you have any questions please contact Amy Krohn,
ajkrohn@hotmail.com

Dorothy Day Service

In December, 23 ORLC members, with a couple of
friends, and 3 Spring of Eternal Life Church members
prepared and served dinner to 220 people who are expe-
riencing homelessness and poverty. That is the fewest
people we have ever served. Hopefully attendance was
down due to people having family or friends to visit
during Christmas week. Thanks to all ORLC and Spring
of Eternal Life members who helped plan, prepare and
serve. Thanks to all for a generous noisy offering that
helps finance this important ministry.

We serve again on Feb 24th and April 28th. Please plan
on helping us on one of those days. New people are
welcome and no experience is required. We continue to
need volunteers and appreciate the many hours people
have contributed to fill this important ministry to people
in our community.

God’s Hands Knitting & Crocheting

God's Hands Knitting and Crocheting Group is an in-
formal group of handicrafters that meets on the third
Thursday of most months at Hometown Creamery in
Polar Plaza, (2231 E. 11th. Avenue and McKnight), be-
tween 6:30 and 8:00 P.M. Most of the work is done
elsewhere but it is fun to see the various works " in
progress", to share ideas, and patterns. The variety of
projects is amazing. Come and see for yourself!

The Prayer Shawl Ministry continues at ORLC with an
additional four prayer shawls given as needs were
made known. This means that over 40 people have been
blessed with prayer shawls since this ministry began at
ORLC. An additional 8 baby blankets were given to
Solid Ground in December, bringing our total for 2013
to 21 blankets. (A total of 50 infant hats were given to
Solid Ground in 2013.) Alley Shoppe 109 received 15
infant hats in December.

Please consider joining us for fun and good conversa-
tions. Hope to see you on February 20 and March 20.
We will not be meeting in April as the third Thursday
i1s Maundy Thursday.



http://www.fmsc.org/
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Attention All Musicians!

There is going to be a special Tenebrae Service Good
Friday — April 18", We are going to have our initial run
-through of ‘Shadows of Sacrifice’ written by contem-
porary composer, John Purifoy on February 5th. If you
are interested in being a part of this special service,
whether it is singing, narrating, or providing instrumen-
tal accompaniment, please contact Marty Windholz at
612.209.5252, mwindholzjp@comcast.net, or call the
church office at 651.772.2445

And as always, if you would like to join the Sanctuary
Choir, we are rehearsing on Wednesday evenings at
7:00 p.m. Please consider becoming a member of this
organization — all are welcome and appreciated!

Spiritual Growth & Discipleship
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With the start of the new year, we began taking a look
at “What Matters” to us through an enrichment hour
focused on ‘Worship Matters’. That is just the begin-
ning of topics of areas in our lives that really do matter
tous. The first two Sundays in February will be devot-
ed to ‘Facilities Matter’. Plan to attend these two ses-

sions between services to look at why facilities matter
and proposed changes from our Facilities Design Team.

In March, for a Lenten series, we will be looking at the
transformation God can make in our lives. There will
be another congregation wide study called
‘Transformed’, with video DVD sessions from Rick
Warren followed by small group discussion. The defi-
nition of transform in the dictionary is ‘to change in
character or condition’. Learn how a life with God will
change you. This 7-session series will explore what the
Bible has to say about key essential areas of our lives:
Spiritual, Physical, Mental, Emotional, Relational, Fi-
nancial, and Vocational.

The world’s promises leave us empty and searching for
more, but God’s Word is the answer that promises to
transform our lives from the inside out.

Plan to join us for this motivating journey of
“Transformation Matters” in March. If you have not
had the opportunity to participate in a study designed by
Rick Warren, we think you will find this series very en-

joyable, informative and meaningful to our lives.
Transformation matters to God and it should matter to
us also. There will be a variety of different days and
times that this series will be offered during Lent. What
a way to end our Lenten journey, by being
‘“Transformed’. Sign-up for these sessions will be two
Sundays, February 16™ and 23™ .

Thrivent Financial Members

Your Action Is Needed!

Thrivent Choice

Some Thrivent Members have Thrivent “Choice” dol-
lars available to donate. This money is donated by
Thrivent Financial by you directing where you want the
money to be sent. We appreciate all those who have
designated ORLC as their recipient of Choice Dollars.
Please check to see whether Choice Dollars have accu-
mulated in your personal Thrivent account during 2013,
and direct them before March 31 to Our Redeemer Lu-
theran Church, 1390 E. Larpenteur, St. Paul, MN
55109. "Thank you" for taking advantage of this pro-
gram which costs you nothing extra. "Thank you,"
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, for providing this sig-
nificant monetary support! Direct your Thrivent Choice
Dollars by phone: 1-800-847-4836. Say "Thrivent
Choice"; or log in to your account online:
www.thrivent.com For questions please contact Lana
and Don Larsen, 651-777-3874.

Conference Assembly

Our Redeemer can send 4 delegates to the February 8th
Conference Assembly which is meeting at St Andrew's
Lutheran Church in Mahtomedi from 8:30-11:00. If
you are interested in being part of this gathering to help
in the nomination of a new St Paul Area Synod Bishop,
hear about the larger work of our wider church body,
and have conversation around proposed amendments

please talk to Pastor Karsten.
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Youth News

January Eko Backen Tubing

After 3 long weeks of waiting for the weather to warm,
the youth were finally able to go tubing on January
12th. It was well worth the wait and we had a lovely 35
degree day where 11 of our youth and 3 adults went
tubing at Eko Backen in Scandia. A great time was had
by all! Here are a few photos of our adventure:

Youth Lock In at Our Redeemer

' On Friday, February
21st, all youth who
are in 6th - 12th grade
are invited to sign up
for a fun night of
bowling followed by a
lock in at church. We
will meet at church at 9 PM, go bowling, come back to
church, eat some pizza, have a devotion, play some
games, watch movies and have a great evening. Youth,
feel free to invite your friends to join us! Look for
more details in the bulletin in the weeks to come!

Confirmation Mentors needed

This year in Confirmation, we will need both male and
female mentors to work with our 11 most excellent
Confirmation students. = What's required?  Every
Wednesday during Lent from March 5th - April 9th
(that's 6 weeks) you would come to Lenten evening
worship and then spend 45 minutes to an hour with one

or two of our youth. All of the mentoring time with the
youth is planned out and given to mentors in ad-
vance. We ask people at Our Redeemer to mentor so
that our youth can have good Christian relationships
and examples in our congregation. It gives our youth a
chance to connect with adults in our congregation in a
meaningful way and it gives our adults the opportunity
to get to know some of these great young people and be
a disciple to them. If you are interested, please contact
Aimee at: aimee@orlcmn.org and don't be surprised if
she asks you if you'd be willing to mentor!

Children’s Ministries

Creation Stations is back in full swing after Christmas
break. We learned about Ruth and friendship in January
and are currently learning how Jesus Calmed the Storm.

Our 3" annual pajama and book collection is underway.
Please bring new pajamas and story books to the paja-
ma party during Creation Stations hour on February 16
(or any Sunday before then). Remember to wear your
PJs to the party! Donations will go to the local chapter
of Pajamaproject.org which serves kids in transition due
to loss of home and/or belongings.

If you haven’t signed up to teach a small group rotation
yet there is still time. We have openings for Lent rota-

tion (Resurrection Eggs or Science) and Pentecost (Art

or Drama). Contact anyone on the Children’s ministry

team for more information.

Jan 26, Feb 2, 9 [ Jesus Calms the Stormy Seas
Jan 26 | Large Group-(Garden) All
Feb 2 | Small Groups
Feb 9 | Small Groups
Feb 16 | Service Project (PJ party)
Feb 23, Mar 2, 9 | Eye is on the Sparrow Lesson
Feb 23 | Large Group-(Garden) All
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Church Basement Ladies Play

Don’t miss your last chance
to see the final installment,
| “The Last Potluck Supper,”
with those hysterical gals,
the Church Basement La-
Ll dics. February 14 has room

yet on the bus that will
leave from ORLC parking lot (around 10am) to a laugh-
ter filled day at the Plymouth Playhouse. Good Food,
Good Company, no parking or driving worries. $59 in-
cludes lunch, play and transportation. Grab a friend, a
spouse, a sister or a mother and call Kathi Kirchoff for
your reservation. 770-3514

Many Thanks

= Thank you to Sandy Pruden who made the wonder-
ful organ cover for the organ. We appreciate it so
much!

= We would like to thank all those of you who prayed
for us and the cards during our loss, as we both lost
a grandparent recently. Also, a special thanks to
Roger and Allen. - AJ & Jennifer Houge

= The Bucks for our Building gift card program made
$2,173.76 in 2013. We appreciate all of you who
have purchased the gift cards to help support
ORLC’s ministries. Gift cards are available for pur-
chase on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month.

Strong start

As we begin this New Year we wanted to say and thank
you and share the news that from a number of special
member gifts at the end of the year we received $6,650
in our ‘Strong Start’ invitation. This special income
helps us to have early cash on hand to pay bills, and
helps us to meet our 2014 budget needs. Special thanks
to those who participated in this extra giving!

St. Paul Area Synod Offering Explanation

Mission Support is the financial lifeblood of the ELCA.
In 2013, the St. Paul Area Synod passed on 50% of
your mission support offerings to ELCA churchwide
ministries and the other 50% went to fund ministries of
the St. Paul Area Synod.

Here’s how $100 given in [ g
mission support is used to | @ é E
support God’s mission in tg(.,,."‘
the ELCA and our synod:

St. Paul Area Synod Ministries 50%
Mission Staffing: $29.55 Mission Staffing includes
compensation and benefits for synod staff (pastoral,
program & support) who support the mission of our
synod.

Shared Ministries:$10.95 Ministry partners include
Lutheran Campus Ministry, Luther Seminary, MN
Council of Churches, & Lutheran Coalition for Public
Policy.

General Administration: $4.65 Operational expenses
of the synod.

Leadership/Programs: $4.85 Candidacy, boards,
governance, and other programs.

ELCA Churchwide Ministries 50%
Congregations & Synods: $20.20 Supports new and
renewing congregations in the USA and works with
synods in many ways including Directors for Evangeli-
cal Mission.

Global Mission: $9.30 Missionaries and global part-
nerships are supported. Additional money from World
Hunger nearly doubles this amount!

Mission Advancement: $3.50 Manages World Hun-
ger and Disaster Relief so 100% of gifts are given for
their purposes; oversees other public relations for the
ELCA.

Mission Administration: $15 The Offices of Presid-
ing Bishop, Treasurer, and Secretary provide numerous
leadership, management, and administrative roles in the
oversight and management of our ELCA’s mission,
ministry and properties. This includes budgeting, strate-
gic planning, and representation on a worldwide level
for polices and procedures consistent with our Lutheran
confession and our ELCA’s constitution as we serve
together in God’s world.

Retiree Support: $2 Financial support for retirees
whose pensions are in need of assistance.



Welcome New Members!

Darlene & Gerald Busse
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Jim Riemenschneider

Carole Erickson

Nick & Michelle Berry

Taylor, Makayla, Hayden



Worship Assistants

Date February 2 February 9 February 16 February 23
Worship Host | Dick & Sharon | Amy Krohn Roger Svendsen |Claire Sexton
Peterson
Allen Heimerdinger | Dennis Peterson | Betty Goodale Don & Lana
Counter | Clint Crooks Shirley Torgerson | Helen Wallace Larsen
Roger Truen
Gift Cards | Vicki Anderson Chris Reeves
Kitchen Help | Shirley Sheehan |Dave Mennen Dick & Sharon Dennis & Jan
Marie Mohrlant Peterson Peterson
Darlene Harwood
Greeters | Judy Triplett Dan & Laurie, Virginia Kettleson | Oliviene Hefta
8:45 Florence Senske | Danny Fitzgerald | Pauline Halverson| Joyce
Doreen Williams Abrahamson
Greeters 11:00 | Helen Wallace | Cindy Crooks Nora Smeed Claire Sexton
Katie Nelson Shirley Keating Jessica Ryden | Sharon Peterson
Lector 8:45 | Chris Reeves Darleen Klemm Anna Miller Dianne Derks
Lectors 11:00 | Hilary Hinrichs  |Jim Krohn Cherie Kilbride | Holly Forsberg
Ushers 8:45 | Dennis Paulson | Roger Ollila Dan Fitzgerald | Larry & Sandy
Rob Klemm Baryogar Johnson | Bill Maynard Pruden
Kent Weispfenning | Roger Svendsen | Bill Fredine Mike Welte
Roger Sparks Dennis Peterson | Dave Mennen Mike Kahrau
Ushers 11:00 | Claire Sexton Rick Brovitch Randy & Jane Bruce Ring
Tom Wallace Ben Schrankler Koza Mark, Doreen,
Reed Schrankler |Clint Crooks Dick & Sharon Courtney Winter
Cheri Edwall Aaron Mennen Peterson

Jennifer Houge

Financial Information as of December 31

Jacket Giveaway!
ORLC has been given a
large amount of jackets left
over from a giveaway at
North.

We will have a jacket givea-
way on Sunday, February 2.
The coats will be in the Fel-
lowship Hall and are free for
you to take.

Also, if you have a jacket
you would like to donate,
please feel free to bring it in
with those as well.

All remaining jackets will be
given to a Native American
Reservation in northern MN.

Thanks to Dan & Laurie
Fitzgerald for organizing
this event and transporting
all the jackets from North to
ORLC.

Thank you for your continued giving to ORLC. We are excited to have ended our year well. We thank
all of you that participated in our Strong Start campaign and all those who have contributed to ORLC
and our mission.

Below you will find our 2013 income information which consists only of Member Giving (General,
Festival & Plate Cash offerings).

We had additional expected income in 2013 of $67,000 from 2012 carryover, a prepaid pledge, the
roof fund, cell tower and rental income. This is supplemental income for the year in addition to the
numbers seen below.

We ended the year with $28,059 in cash carryover. This amount included a prepaid pledge and
strong start giving as well as prior years checking balance.

Thank you for your continued giving to the mission and ministry of ORLC.

Budgeted Income
Actual Income

$291,235
$315,349

Budgeted Expense
Actual Expense

$359,038
$359,968
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Our Redeemer Staff

Rev. Karsten Nelson, Pastor
651-772-2445 x102
Email: karsten@orlcmn.org

Ben Mandrick, Pastoral Intern
651-772-2445 x 103
Email: ben@orlcmn.org

Aimee Pakan, Youth Minister
651-772-2445 x106
Email: aimee@orlcmn.org

Lisa Diez, Office Administrator
651-772-2445 x101
Email: lisa@orlcmn.org

Andy Peterson, Organist
651-247-2742

Email: andrewjpeterson@gmail.com

Ellie Peterson, Contemporary
Worship Leader
651-815-9650

Email: elliepetersonphotography@gmail.com

Martin Windholz, Choir Director
612-209-5252
Email: mwindholzjp@comcast.net

Dave Parenteau, Custodian
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Our Redeemer Lutheran Church
1390 Larpenteur Avenue East, St. Paul, MN 55109

Phone: 651-772-2445 Fax: 651-771-4548

Web: www.orlcmn.org
Email: office@orlcmn.org

Worship Schedule
8:45am Traditional
11:00am Contemporary
5th Sunday 10:00am

Like Us On f https://www.facebook.com/oricmn

facebook

https://twitter.com/orlcmn
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