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A Life Changing Place 
“Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!” -2 Corinthians 5:17 

January                2014 

What Matters? - Pastor Karsten Nelson 
 
We can look at checkbooks and discern what matters to people.. We can 
ask for a breakdown of how folks spend their time and find out what mat-
ters to them.  We can ask people the very question, 'What matters to you?' 
and no doubt get varied responses.  There are things and people and ex-
periences and events that matter to us, and different reasons why those 
matter to us.  

 
During this upcoming year you can expect that question (What Matters?) to be asked and ex-
plored in a variety of ways to help us both reflect on what truly matters to us, and to help lead 
us to living lives that matter. 
 
The beautiful truth to this Christmas season is that we matter to God - we understand that 
from a child savior being sent to us, and that gets echoed upon our individual lives in the wa-
ters of our baptisms where God makes promises to love us thoroughly.  And then comes the 
days and years of growing up and seeking to help make what matters to God also matter to 
us. That is the story we are writing every day. 
 
One special way we are going to approach this question and find time for reflection, conver-
sation, study and direction about 'What Matters?' is to begin an adult enrichment series dur-
ing 2014.  Using various leaders and various means of presentation and sharing we will be 
cover a new theme each month with a two week study.  These gatherings will take place the 
first two Sundays of each month from 9:50-10:50am in the Fireside Room.  In January (5th 
and 12th) we will focus on 'Worship Matters' and explore why we worship, what we seek from 
worship, the foundations of our worship, the gift of worship, and more.  We hope you will join 
us.  Then in February (each of the first two weeks, again from 9:50-10:50) we will focus on 
'Facilities Matter' and explore why they matter, what is being proposed as changes at Our 
Redeemer and why, while hearing from our Facilities Design Team. 
 
This theme about 'What Matters' will keep finding itself as a helpful question for more reflec-
tion both in our homes and at the church.  During Lent we are planning for another congrega-
tion wide study called Transformation, which will be a meaningful experience to help us un-
cover and explore this work that God seeks in us, and why that matters to our lives.   
 
There is a lot that matters to us.  There are some important things that matter to God.  There 
are some things that matter about how we care for the world.  And to understand and ponder 
and act on what really matters will help us live into the fullness of life.  Be ready for a good 
year with this focus because it will be good for us.   
 
You matter to God, you matter to this church, you matter to others, and you matter to this 
world - don't forget that, and don't miss out on a good theme that will get woven into this year 
and into your life. 



 

 

As this year comes to a close and 

we bid farewell to Christmas guests 

and relatives we are blessed to have 

one last group of visitors to the 

church on Sunday, December 29th.  

Minnesota Adult and Teen Chal-

lenge will be coming to the church 

for our single service at 10:00 am.  They bring stories 

about the life changing power of God’s love and grace 

as well as their beautiful voices in the choir.  If you 

have not heard them before this is a great opportunity 

to be reminded that God is not sitting idly watching the 

world but is active in the lives of people, working to 

change lives and make all things new.   

 

If you have seen this group before, come again and 

hear them in a new way.  Statistically, one out of every 

three church going people has a direct family member 

who struggles with addiction or has themselves en-

countered issues of addiction.  This is a time for the 

church to stand together and be a place where the wea-

ry can find rest and the injured can have healing.  The 

first step in this process is by not ignoring the issue, as 

something that happens outside of the church commu-

nity.  We are all impacted by this issue because togeth-

er we make up the body of Christ, “If one part suffers, 

every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every 

part rejoices with it.” (1 Corinthians 12:26) Let us 

come out and rejoice with the members of MN Adult 

and Teen Challenge as they honor Christ for the re-

deeming work he has done in their lives. 

 

This is also a great time to become educated about is-

sues of addiction and dependency.  We can all learn 

that shame only serves to silence cries for help.   The 

church can be a place where people care enough to lis-

ten to others and seek the good together as one body.  

By talking about issues of addiction we break the 

bondage of shame and guilt, to allow people to use the 

wounds of the past to teach lessons to the future.  In 

this way we live in the truth and the light of God for 

ourselves and all those around us. 

 

God’s peace and blessings, 

Intern Pastor Ben 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Worship Texts - Old to New 

We have done it!  We have made a meaningful journey 

through the Old Testament.  For many of us this fall 

with the Narrative Lectionary lessons may have been 

the first time we chronologically walked through the 

Old Testament.  Hopefully it was a rewarding time of 

hearing the way that God has related with humanity, 

and the ways that God continues to interact with us in 

the world.  With the coming of Christmas comes the 

beginning of the New Testament Lectionary readings 

for Sundays.  We are now gearing up to begin walking 

through the Gospel of John from now through Easter.  

John is one of the Gospels that profoundly impacts the 

way we understand Jesus, and the way we understand 

God’s relationship with humanity.  I hope you are 

looking forward to this winter and spring as we dig 

into many great scriptural lessons such as John 3:16 

(best know Bible verse), and John 10 (Good Shep-

herd).  Now that you are eager to hear some of these 

great lessons I encourage you to read ahead and spend 

time in the Gospel of John asking yourself, ‘how is 

God speaking to me’?  One special invitation is to join 

the Bible study group on Wednesday mornings from 

9:30-10:30 for a deeper walk into the upcoming Sun-

day texts. 

God’s many blessings, 

Intern Pastor Ben 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Holidays everyone!  The Facilities Design 

Team has been hard at work going through various de-

sign options for the church.  While there is still a long 

way to go, we continue to push forward.  Major as-

pects of the designs that have been proposed are larger 

restrooms that are handicap accessible, as well as a 

handicap accessible unisex bathroom; a larger, more 

open Narthex  with much more light; office space to 

bring all of the office staff together and some Kitchen 

and Fellowship Hall changes.  We will have more in-

formation for you at the annual meeting this January. 

From the Intern... Upcoming Readings 

Facility Update 

Sunday Readings 

January 5—John 1:35-51 

January 12—John 2:1-11 

January 19—John 2:13-25 

January 26—John 3:1-21 
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Annual Meeting - All Members:  Plan to join us on 

Sunday morning,  January 26th from 9:50-10:50, for 

our annual meeting.  This will be a time to see proposed 

drawings of facility changes and remodeling and vote 

on the next steps for fundraising, approve a budget for 

2014, elect new Board leadership, and look ahead into 

ministry directions for the next year. 

 

 

 

Strong Start -  

 

Helping Our Redeemer  

begin well in 2014 

 

Sprinters need to get off to a strong 

start.  Swimmers need to get off to a 

strong start.  Children need a strong start with pre-

school.  College students need to get off to a strong 

start.  The same is true for congregations - and Our Re-

deemer is trying to get off to a strong start in 2014.  

 

 Ministry leaders  are lining up new adult education 

programs, coordinating a strong start with another con-

gregation to share our facility, preparing for the first 

facility changes since 1971, reaching out to the commu-

nity by hosting a Respectful Conversations event, and 

coordinating our regular congregational life. 

 

Will you help us get off to a strong start by giving an 

extra year end gift to help raise the financial support to 

help make these things and so much other regular pro-

gramming?  We are asking members to consider a spe-

cial gift by completing the form below and returning it 

to church (place in offering or bring/send to the office) 

by January 5th.  Our goal is for $10,000 raised - we 

hope you can help. 

 

A Life Changing Place - The Growing Place - The Wel-

come Place: these are all past mission lines that lift up 

what this place can do and be.  On Thursday January 

9th Our Redeemer will be a place to gather members of 

the congregation and community for a special guided 

conversation.  We aim to be a place of peace that can 

talk about polarizing issues, and we will do that around 

the topic of 'Guns in Minnesota',  through a process 

called Respectful Conversations.  With a shared meal 

and guided table conversations from 6-9pm we will 

learn and practice discussing a significant issue without 

disliking others more but rather understanding others 

better - the design is not to change minds but to soften 

hearts.  Your view/opinions are valued for wherever 

you rest on this topic.   Please sign up to attend by call-

ing the church or visiting www.mnchurches.org.  Ques-

tions can be directed to Pastor Karsten, Dennis Peterson 

or Joan Paulson. 

 
 

Annual Meeting Respectful Conversations: Guns In Minnesota 

Strong Start! 

YES, I want to help with a Strong Start for 2014 

 

 Name(s)_________________________________   Amount Given  _____________ 

http://www.mnchurches.org


 

Space still available for the 

final Church Basement Ladies 

play at the Plymouth Play-

house on Friday, February 14. 

Sign up for bus pickup right 

here at church and leave the 

parking to us. Enjoy the ca-

tered lunch (by Green Mill) at 

the theater and sit back and 

take in those delightful women 

and the hilarious moments they bring to the 

stage.  Don’t miss out on this final chapter of growing 

up Lutheran. $59 Call Kathi Kirchoff to reserve.  

 

 

 

January… 

the start of the New Year &  

“What Matters” 
 

 

The beginning of this new 2014 

year, we will be taking a look at 

“What Matters” to us through various topical studies 

and enrichment hours.   That does get us thinking about 

what really does matter to us.  There will be some won-

derful programs & events to help us with our New 

Year’s resolutions on that subject.  Information is pro-

vided within this Newsletter, however, below is a syn-

opsis of what’s happening with spiritual growth in our 

church community. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Our spiritual life should matter to us.  God intends us 

to keep growing in our spiritual life with Him. 

Plan to attend the first of the topical studies enrichment 

hour with “Worship Matters” during the first two Sun-

days in January between services.   Find out why and 

how worship can matter to us. 
 

We will host a Respectful Conversations gathering on 

January 9th with a community conversation about guns 

in Minnesota.   Plan to attend this gathering to see what 

matters to you on this subject.  
 

Starving children matter to our God.  We are partnering 

with other churches for a Mega-Pack Event for  Feed 

My Starving Children the week of February 3rd 

through the 9th.   This multi-community event will be 

held at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Burnsville 

and we will coordinate groups to help out at this fun, 

rewarding, and worthwhile event.  Was one of your 

resolutions to do some volunteer work?  Here’s your 

opportunity!  More details to come, but save the date! 
 

He’s coming back!  Recall our ‘Better Together’ cam-

paign series with Rick Warren?  We will be doing an-

other church-wide campaign series from Rick Warren 

called Transformed beginning in March.  This series 

will help us look at how God changes us and that 

Transformation Matters.  God’s Word is the only an-

swer that promises to transform our lives from the in-

side out.   Let’s unite as a church and be transformed 

together.   Watch for further information on this excit-

ing Lenten journey. 
 

On-going spiritual growth small groups continue to 

meet on a regular basis and are open to new members.   
 

Lots to do in this New Year  ….  hope you take ad-

vantage of these great opportunities! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Field Trip Opportunity 

Group Name      Leader(s)  Meeting Time 

Lives Worth Living Doug Watnemo/Vicki Anderson 
Barb Maynard 

Every other Monday Evening at 6:45 pm 

Caffeinated for Christ Kathi Kirchoff 1st & 3rd Monday Evenings at 6:30 pm 

Wednesday Evening Amy Krohn Every other Wednesday Evening at 6:30 pm 

Men’s Thursday Dennis Peterson Thursday weekly at 6:45 am 

Thursday Evening Carol Watnemo Thursday evenings twice/month at 6:30 pm 

Scrapbook Group Barb Maynard/Michele H. 3rd Saturday each month 9:00 am – 3:00 pm 

Hope, & Joy Circles Judy Koza/Sharon Peterson Once per month – contact leaders 

Wednesday Morning 
Bible Study 

Pastor Karsten Every Wednesday at 9:30-10:30 am 

Spiritual Growth and Discipleship 



 

 

We had a very busy December and we appreciate all of 

the help from the many volunteers and families who 

made these activities a success. 

 

Our cookie shop, December 7 was quite successful, 

raising over $1600 for Children’s Ministries.  Thank 

you to the bakers, buyers, and helpers for making it 

such a successful event this year and every year! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Children’s Christmas Program was December 8, 

Sunday morning between services. The kids did a great 

job. Thank you to all who helped make this program 

special, including music by Amy Stafford, the Bell 

Choir, the Children’s Ministry team, Kennedy Morgan 

on sound and lights, the other youth who passed out 

bulletins and Hershey’s Hugs and Kisses during the 

program, Jan Peterson for the treat bags, and to Dave 

Mennen for his help in the kitchen.  We will plan for 

this time again next year, as many commented on how 

they appreciated it in the morning. 

 

Our birthday party for Jesus, December 15 had low at-

tendance but the kids had fun making handprint manger 

scenes, Tootsie Roll Advent Calendars, and doing a 

manger scene scavenger hunt.  We enjoyed sharing our 

excess treats with the youth group and front kitchen.  

Merry Christmas to All! 

 

 

The New Year brings more exciting programming with 

lessons on Ruth (friendship) in January and Jesus 

Calms the Stormy Sea in February. Also mark your cal-

endar for the February 16 pajama party service project.  

Shop the clearance sales now for pajamas and bedtime 

story books for kids for this wonderful project to serve 

kids in need. 

 

Want to do something that 

really Matters?   Try a differ-

ent way to Worship! 
 

Join us for a MEGA-PACK event for  FEED MY 

STARVING CHILDREN the week of February 3 – 

9 at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Burnsville 
 

In January, we will be talking about “Worship Matters”.   

Take a “hands-on” approach to worship by helping out 

at this multi-community event.   Think of your partici-

pation as another way to worship our Creator God, who 

wants us to help our brothers and sisters in need in other 

parts of the world. 
 

We can worship in a different way by joining our 

friends, families, and neighbors at this Feed My Starv-

ing Children food-packing event to literally be the 

hands and feet of Christ.  All the meals packaged will 

go directly to starving children around the world.  You 

would be bringing food to the hungry and hope to the 

weary – what a wonderful way to worship our Lord! 
 

Worship is about what we’re able to give instead of 

what we get --- plan to join us & see the difference.    

This multi-community meal packing event plans to 

pack 5 million meals!  Wow, wouldn’t you like to be a 

part of that process to feed the hungry, while having fun 

at the same time.   We will arrange groups from our 

church community to help out at a few different sched-

uled times during this week event - possibly Wednes-

day night, Thursday morning, and Saturday afternoon.  

We hope & pray that you will join us.  Look for further 

details and sign-up in the weeks to come.     
 

If you have questions, feel free to talk to Pastor 

Karsten, Bruce Ring, or Vicki Anderson. 

 

Children’s News 

Feed My Starving Children 

Jan 5, 12, 19 Ruth 

Jan 5 Large Group-(Garden) All 

Jan 12 Small Groups 

Jan 19 Small Groups 

Jan 26, Feb 2, 9 Jesus Calms the Stormy Seas 

Jan 26 Large Group-(Garden) All 



Financial Information as of  

November 30 
 

Thank you for your continued 

giving to ORLC. Please see the 

article on “Strong Start” for more 

financial information for our 

coming year. 
 

Below you will find our year to 

date income information which 

consists of General, Festival & 

Plate Cash giving.  
 

We have additional expected in-

come in 2013 of $67,000 from 

2012 carryover, a prepaid pledge, 

the roof fund, cell tower and rent-

al income. This is supplemental 

income for the year in addition to 

the numbers seen below. 
 

Thank you for your continued 

giving to the mission and minis-

try of ORLC. 
 

Budgeted Income   $242,217 

Actual Income   $243,472 

Budgeted Expense  $330,431 

Actual Expense  $316,873 

Date  
January 5 

 
January 12 

 
January 19 

 
January 26 

Worship Host Bruce Ring & Rita 
During 

 Doreen Winter Dennis Peterson  Dean Ersfeld 

 
 Counter 

Allen Heimerdinger 

Clint Crooks 
Dennis Peterson 
Shirley Torgerson 

Betty Goodale 
Helen Wallace 

Don & Lana 
Larsen 

Roger Truen 

Gift Cards Sharon Peterson  Jill Rodriguez  

Kitchen Help Shirley Sheehan 
Marie Mohrlant 
Darlene Harwood 

 Dave Mennen Dick & Sharon  
  Peterson 

Dennis & Jan  
  Peterson 

Greeters  
8:45   

Judy Triplett 
Florence Senske 
Doreen Williams 

Dan & Laurie,  
Danny Fitzgerald 

Joyce Pederson 
Pauline Halverson 

Judy Moe 
Joyce  
  Abrahamson 

Greeters 
11:00   

Helen Wallace 
Kelly Fischbach 

 Cindy Crooks 
 Shirley Keating 

Nora Smeed  
Jessica Ryden 

Claire Sexton 
Sharon Peterson 
 

Lector 8:45  Carol Watnemo Lana Larsen Kathi Kirchoff Dave Mennen 

Lectors 11:00  Jane Koza  Cherie Kilbride Holly Forsberg Hilary Hinrichs 

Ushers 8:45 Dennis Paulson 
Rob Klemm 
Kent Weispfenning 

Dennis Peterson 

Roger Ollila 
Baryogar Johnson 
Roger Svendsen 

Dan Fitzgerald 
Bill Maynard 
Bill Fredine 
Dave Mennen 

Larry & Sandy  
  Pruden 
Mike Welte 
Mike Kahrau 

Ushers 11:00 Claire Sexton 
Tom Wallace 
Reed Schrankler 
Cheri Edwall  

 Rick Brovitch 
 Ben Schrankler 
 Clint Crooks 
 Aaron Mennen 
Jennifer Houge 

Randy & Jane 
Koza 

Dick & Sharon  
  Peterson 

Bruce Ring 
Mark, Doreen,  
Courtney Winter 

Worship Assistants 

What do Faith and Friendship have in common? 

 

Doing for a friend what a friend would do. Care Team Ministry responds to non-medical “quality of life needs” of 

individuals and families of all ages. Care Team Ministries offer supportive services to those in need within our 

faith community. 
 

Some of the ways Care Team Ministry is helping other at Our Redeemer Lutheran are: 

 Friendly Visits 

 Grocery Shopping 

 Light Housekeeping 

 Support to family caregivers 

 Meal Preparation 
 

Through Care Team Ministry, friendships develop, reducing loneliness and isolation. God calls us to be in rela-

tionship with one another. Care Team Ministry volunteers develop friendships with those they serve. strengthening 

the fabric of our community. Volunteers also discover that in giving of their time and abilities, their own faith 

grows. One unique aspect of this ministry is that often volunteers work on a mini team with one or two other vol-

unteers serving the same individual/family. Volunteers share their gifts and give the time they have available. 

Families are also welcome to join the Care Team. Training is provided for all volunteers. 
 

Please consider joining the team and making a difference in the lives of others. To learn more about this dynamic 

ministry contact Barb Maynard, Mary Forsberg or Carol Watnemo, Care Team Ministry leaders.  
 

“No one has ever seen God: but if we love one another, God lives in us and His love is made complete in us.  

1 John 4:12 
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Address Service Requested 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church 
1390 East Larpenteur Avenue 
St. Paul, MN 55109 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 DATED MATERIAL 
 DO NOT DELAY 

Our Redeemer Staff 
 

Rev. Karsten Nelson, Pastor 
651-772-2445 x102 
Email: karsten@orlcmn.org 
 

Ben Mandrick, Pastoral Intern 
651-772-2445 x 103 
Email: ben@orlcmn.org 
 

Aimee Pakan, Youth Minister 
651-772-2445 x106 
Email: aimee@orlcmn.org 
 

Lisa Diez, Office Administrator 
651-772-2445 x101 
Email: lisa@orlcmn.org 
 

Andy Peterson, Organist 
651-247-2742 
Email: andrewjpeterson@gmail.com 
 
Ellie Peterson, Contemporary  
Worship Leader 
651-815-9650 
Email: elliepetersonphotography@gmail.com 
 

Martin Windholz, Choir Director 
612-209-5252 
Email: mwindholzjp@comcast.net 
 

Dave Parenteau, Custodian 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church 
1390 Larpenteur Avenue East, St. Paul, MN 55109 

 

Phone: 651-772-2445 Fax: 651-771-4548 
 

Web: www.orlcmn.org 
Email: office@orlcmn.org 

https://www.facebook.com/orlcmn  

https://twitter.com/orlcmn 

Worship Schedule 
8:45am Traditional      
11:00am Contemporary     
5th Sunday 10:00am 

https://www.facebook.com/orlcmn

