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Fax: 651-771-4548
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Church Staff
Rev. Karsten Nelson, Pastor
651-772-2445 x102
Email: karsten@orlcmn.org

Peter Weston Miller, Pastoral Intern
651-772-2445 x 103
Email: peter@orlcmn.org

Aimee Pakan, Youth Minister
651-772-2445 x106
Email: aimee@orlcmn.org

Diez, Lisa, Office Administrator
651-772-2445 x101
Email: lisa@orlcmn.org

Peterson, Andy, Organist
651-247-2742
Email: andrewjpeterson@gmail.com

Blystone, Bonnie, Choir Director
651-483-3788

Parenteau, Dave, Custodian

Sunday Schedule
Traditional Worship: 8:45am
Creation Stations: 10:00am
Contemporary Worship: 11:00am

5th Sunday Worship: 10:00am

Our Mission is “To be a life-
changing Christian community
where people meet, love and
serve the Lord Jesus Christ.”

Mission Renewal is Happening

One of our recent Sundays had a lesson with Philippians 3:12 where
we heard the line, “but I press on to take hold of that for that which
Christ Jesus took hold of me”. This was the writing of Paul as he
wanted to keep doing his very best to honor his Lord and live to the
fullest — live in to who he was called to be.

Here at Our Redeemer there has been a special group (Mission Renewal Team) that
over the last year and a half has been exploring how and where to renew the mission of
this church — helping us press on, like Paul, to live into our deep calling. After lots of
work this group has come to sense that there are five places where God is leading us,
and where we need to focus our attention.

1. Tend to facility needs and changes. This starts with having a clear idea of the neces-
sary maintenance, repair and replacement of all things from roof to boilers to vacuums
in the years to come. But we also realize this is the time to do something with our main
women’s bathroom, and while we explore what that would mean we are being open to
what else might be done at the same time.

2. Exploring how we might meet some deeper needs in our local community by hosting
a free meal while trying to provide various other elements, like English classes, health
screening, children’s activities, and other resource people. This community meal would
help meet some hunger needs, provide a place for us to interact with others, and have
our doors be open to more folks.

3. Keep developing strong avenues for spiritual growth through regular congregation
wide studies (like we did with the recent ‘Better Together’ and Hungry For Justice’
options, keep developing a wide number of small group options, use Sunday mornings
for more education, and encourage more participation in local retreats and camps.

4. Focus on membership growth and strong stewardship. We want Our Redeemer to be
a vibrant place for years to come but that will require more people being engaged and
connected with this as their church home. A strong web site, more member invitations,
and great hospitality when people come will be necessary. We also understand the real
need for a stronger stewardship from more members.

5. Reworking our Mission Statement and language of purpose is underway. There is
already some good stirring about lifting up new language that defines who we are and
who we seek to be. A good mission will help us focus on our work and guide us for
great action.

Now is a time that God is stirring in the lives of many folks here to renew our mission,
to help us live into the fullest callings of Christ to us as a church and as individuals.
There are groups working on each of these areas but we are looking for more folks to be
a part of this process — contact me or any of the Board members for information. And
keep your eyes open for the renewing work happening at and for Our Redeemer.

Pastor Karsten Nelson



A Place at God’s Table: a Hungry Journey and God’s Provision

Throughout this season of Lent 2013, we have been looking closely at big issues where people are
hungry for justice, hungry to stay in their own homes, hungry for belonging, hungry liberation from
modern day slavery, hungry for clean water and energy, and hungry for good food.

Gary Kirsch, from the Mission and Outreach Committee and part of the “Hungry for Justice” study,
described the Lenten journey this way:

“The ‘hungers’ that ORLC focused on during Lent were starvation, poverty and lack of basic needs, housing fore-
closures on the Eastside, gut wrenching human trafficking, human carelessness of creation, and the great lengths
that immigrants will go to gain citizenship. We talked, and prayed, and asked with God’s guidance, how can we
help? How can we be part of the solution, rather than part of the problem?”

There have been many options lifted up to do something rather than nothing. Through advocacy, prayer, writing to
legislators, meeting immediate hunger needs, asking questions about where our clothes come from and what the
labor conditions are for their production, as well as building relationships with those who are hungry and hurting,
we can be part of the solution. We can participate in God’s greatest intentions and purposes for humankind and
creation.

Particularly for me, as we move into food production season in Minnesota, there is no better time to remember
God’s loving abundance and provision for the hungry in the Biblical story. This is especially true with food.
Whether it is God feeding the Israelites with manna in the desert (Exodus 16) or Jesus’ call to invite all to the Great
Banquet (Luke 14:12-24) there is enough to go around at God’s Table.

However, as we look around our country and our world today, those of us who have been entrusted with such abun-
dance, as Christians we must ask, “What has gone so horribly wrong?” Some of us live in communities where gro-
cery stores abound, where we can find countless aisles of colorfully packaged food, coolers stacked with gleaming
meats, walls of vegetables, and piles of perfect fruit. But is the picture behind the flawless tomatoes and shining
peppers really as bright? What are the true costs of this apparent plenty?

At the same time, many folks throughout the nation and the world, maybe only a few miles away, live in what is
called “food deserts,” where families are simply unable to purchase affordable, healthy food. Instead, high calorie
snacks at corner stores and liquor stores become the main sources of nutrition for many families. Across the globe,
this reality is even more striking where children are dying of starvation and being stunted by malnutrition.

Can we as Christians continue to support this kind production and consumption that has so radically favored some
and left others completely empty? Filled up many, but sent others away from the banquet? Have we have forgotten
God’s mandate for human beings to serve as stewards of a just society in which all can meet their daily needs
(Exodus 16:16-18).

May we at Our Redeemer continue to press on toward justice following God’s abundance and provision, so that all
who are hungry may be welcomed and be fed at God’s table.

In Christ,

Peter Weston Miller



ELW Dedication

New Member Class

Our new ELW books are here and - If you have been worshipping with us for

we are excited to have them in use in some time and want to better understand the

our pews. life and foundations of Our Redeemer and

You have an opportunity to purchase want to become a member we invite you to
a new cranberry ELW hymnal to dedicate in join us for this set of classes on Thursday,
honor or in memory of your loved one. April 11 and 18 from 6:30-8:00pm. Please

) contact the office or Pastor Karsten so we

The cost for each hymnal is $25 and they can be can prepare materials for you.

purchased using a form available in the office.
Please see Lisa to pick one up. Bookplates will
be attached to hymnals that are purchased in
memory or honor of others.

Spring Preaching Plan with the Narrative Lectionary

One of the new refreshing moves that many congregations (most of them Lutheran) have chosen
to use to shape their worship is using the new Narrative Lectionary. This is a new structure for
choosing the lessons to guide worship. Right now we use the Revised Common Lectionary which walks
us through the six seasons of the church — Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Easter, and Pentecost.
The Narrative Lectionary focuses on helping people to become more biblically literate by focusing on a
single text for the day while at the same time helping us to hear and value key Old Testament stories
that ground us as people of faith, the Gospel stories of Jesus, and various lessons from the New
Testament letters that lift up the work of the church and the lives of discipleship.

During April and May the Worship and Music Team has decided to follow this Narrative
Lectionary schedule (see more at www.narrativelectionary.org) to guide our worship. If there is a great
response we will consider using this starting next fall. To give you a little heads up for April here are
the core texts — Luke 24:13-35, Acts 6:1-7:2, 44-60, Acts 8:26-39 and Acts 15:1-17. Your questions/
feedback is welcome and can be shared with the Pastors or Kathi Kirchoff or Barb Madigan.

"We Are Building A Rain Garden"

Hello everyone! Some of you may know me, some of you may
not. If you don't | am Mitchell Morgan, and | am currently work-
ing on my Eagle Scout project to achieve my rank of Eagle.

For my project | am creating and implementing a Rain Garden
for the church - this will be located near Larpenteur Ave off

of the West parking lot. A rain garden, is a self sustaining,
beautiful garden, that helps control water flow in an area (ours
being the church).

| have been working with Dennis Paulson and the Lake Phalen
Watershed District for the planning and initial work, but in order
for this project to be finished there is some fundraising that
needs to happen.

There will be a fundraiser on Sunday April 7th and April 14th

that will allow folks a chance to 'buy a plant'. All donations will
be matched by the Our Redeemer Garden Team!! We would

appreciate your help. Thank you all very much.



Moonlight Madness Event

On Friday, April 19th, 6th - 9th graders are invited to
attend the Moonlight Madness overnight event. The
cost for this event is $35.00. We will meet at church
at 8:00 PM and then travel to Excelsior for a worship
service with excellent music and a dynamic speak-
er. From there, we will head over to The Dakotah
Fitness Center where there's a swimming pool, ice
skating, open gym and a rock wall. At 2:00 AM, we
will head over to Shakopee movie theaters where we
will have the opportunity to watch one of several PG
or PG-13 movies. At 5:00 AM we will go to Grand
Slam in Burnsville and will head back to church at
7:30 AM. Youth must sign up on the sign up sheet on
the youth room door. We need to have payment and
a final count in for this event on Sunday, April 14th.

Children’s Ministry Update, April 2013

Pajama Party service project:

High School Youth Retreat

All youth in 9th -12th grade are invited to attend the
Teens Encounter Christ (TEC) retreat on April 5th -
7th. This will be a really fun and faith forming week-
end with speakers, music and other youth from all
around the Twin Cities! The cost for this event is
$40.00 and all youth thinking that they might want to
attend will need to check out the Minnesota Metro
Teens Encounter Christ Web site ( www.mmltec.org )
and fill out the weekender application to go. If you
have questions about this, Pastor Karsten has been in-
volved with TEC for many years and would be glad to
tell you all about it! Please let Aimee or Pastor Karsten
know if you've filled out the application to go and we
will be in touch with you about rides and other im-
portant information!

The Pajama Party service was successful with 39 pairs of pajamas and 35 books collected between Feb 17 and March 3.
This is a fun project for all of us and we hope to make it an annual event. See the note of gratitude below:

Pajama Program

Delivering Warm Sleepwear and Nurturing Books
to Children In Need

Dear Holly @ Our Redeemer Lutheran Church,

Thank you so much for your donation! This is such a fabulous help to us for the children! Every day we receive so
many requests from shelters and group homes where children are in need of warm pajamas or books that it seems like
an overwhelming task we have taken on. Then, we receive help from people like you and within days we can send out

boxes and boxes of new pajamas and books!

The pajamas and books we send to children help them to feel loved and comforted when they lie down to sleep at night.
On their behalf, I again thank you personally for sharing your love with them.

Sincerely,
Genevieve Piturro
Founder/Executive Director

Easter Egg Hunt:

Thank you to all the candy/toy donors and volunteers for making our Egg Hunt (March 23) successful!

Bible Sunday, April 14: Bibles will be given to the 3" graders during both services on April 14, 2013. If your child is
older than 3™ grade and did not receive a Bible from Our Redeemer yet, please contact Lisa in the office, or Carmen

Snaza.

April Children’s Ministry Committee meeting: April 4th at 6:00 pm

Creation Stations Schedule remaining 2013

April 7,14,21

Care for Creation (We Heal the Earth)

April 28, May 5, 12 | Forgiveness (We Heal Each Other)

April 7 Large Group-(Garden) All April 28 Large Group-(Garden) All
April 14 Small Groups May 5 Small Groups
April 21 Small Groups May 12 Small Groups

May 19 Year-end celebration



http://www.mmltec.org/

Dear Friends and Family,

¥  This month I would like to visit with you about Living with Chronic Illness and what our faith can
__~. = offer us. The Bible and our personal experiences accent the difficulties in living with illness, which

'k_/lw | are not curable. It is our faith alone which offers us real respite from our troubles; “But those who
.| suffer He delivers in their suffering; He speaks to them in their afflictions” Job 36:15.

What are Chronic Illnesses?

Chronic illnesses are ongoing diseases or impairments that involve the whole person and are not able to be cured. A
person with a chronic illness has to exert much effort to simply get through the tasks associated with living. Most of
these persons need health care over extended periods of time .Examples of chronic illnesses are heart disease, em-
physema, chronic pain, neuromuscular diseases, depression, and diabetes. Currently chronic illnesses are our num-
ber one health problem. Persons of all ages can experience chronic illnesses, but a higher percentage of the elderly
are afflicted.

Effects of Chronic Illness:

Chronic illnesses can affect all areas of a person’s physical, emotional/relational, spiritual and work life. Often per-
sons with chronic illnesses experience physical symptoms that cause discomfort and disrupt basic aspects of life
such as eating and sleeping and work. Such illnesses can also cause a sense of discouragement, depression and un-
relenting fatigue as well as impair any interpersonal relationships as well as a feeling of separation from God.

A Faith Response to Chronic Illness:

The perspective of our faith can offer real support and encouragement to persons struggling with chronic illness.
First, each person is created by God in His image. This serves as the basis for human dignity not the person’s level
of independence or productivity (Genesis 1:27). Second, we need to recognize that God doesn’t cause illness and
infirmity, but rather they are consequences of life in a fallen world (Matthew 7:11). Third, God alone has the
ability to make something good out of disease, impairments and suffering (Romans 8:28-32). Fourth, the
church is called to be attentive to persons who are suffering and to use as an opportunity to witness to
Christ’s love for us Matthew 25: 34-40. Fifth, we can be confident that the Lord will not let us experience more
than we can bear, but has provided help for us in health care providers, therapists, medications and treat-
ments, family and the community of faith (Psalm 46, I Corinthians 10: 13, 2 Corinthians 4:7 -12, 16-18). May we
all experience the comfort and peace that comes from our great God!

Carol Watnemo, RN
Parish Nurse, 651-776-2592



Aprl Wership Assistants

April 7 April 14 April 21 April 28
Worship Host | Barb Maynard Dick & Sharan Bruce Ring & Rita Reed Schrankler
Peterson During
8:43 Ushers | Dennis Paulson Roger Ollila Dan Fitzgerald Larry & Sandy Pruden
Rob Klemm Doug Watnemo | Bill Maynard Mike Welte
Kent Weispfenning | Baryogar Johnson | Bill Fredine
Dennis Peterson | Roger Svendsen | Dave Mennen
8:45 Greeters | Judy Triplett Dan & Laurie, Pauline Halverson Judy Moe
Oliviene Hefta Danny Fitzgerald | Joyce Pederson Joyce Abrahamson

8:43 Lector | Darleen Klemm Dianne Derks Lana Larsen Bonnie Blystone
11:00 Ushers | Claire Sexton Rick Brovitch Randy & Jane Koza Bruce Ring
Tom Wallace Ben Schrankler | Dick & Sharan Peterson | Mark, Doreen,
Reed Schrankler | Clint Crooks Courtney Winter
Cheri Edwall Aaron Mennen
11:00 Greeters | Sherry Pasket Shirley Torgerson | Nora Smeed Claire Sexton
Helen Wallace Cindy Crooks Jessica Ryden Sharon Peterson
11:00 Lectors | Kathi Kirchoff Hilary Hinrichs Amy Krohn Alissa Krohn
Bucks for our | Barb Maynard Sharon Peterson
Building Worker
Coffee and Donut| Shirley Sheehan | Dave Mennen Dick & Sharon Peterson | Dennis & Jan Peterson
Prep/Serve | Marie Mohrlant
Darlene Harwood
Rarb Maynard Dennis Peterson | Allen Heimerdinger Don & Lana Larsen
Counter Helen Wallace Shirley Torgersan | Clint & Cindy Grooks Roger Truen

Financial Information as of February 28.

The year began strong with a cash carryover of $37,000 that included prepaid pledges
and our year end balance helping us start off in a good place. This income helps carry us
through when our anticipated income does not match our actual income.

Expenses remain where we expect them to be. Our one unforeseen expense will be the
purchase of a new sound board for the Sanctuary early this year. Our current one is well over 10
years old and is bringing in radio frequencies through the microphones and is unfortunately not
able to be repaired.

Below you will find our year to date income information which consists of General,
Festival & Plate Cash giving. This amount does not include extras such as rent or cell tower.

$41,766
$32,170
($9,596)

Budgeted Income
Actual Income
Difference
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